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The Toyota Hilux Legend 45 Double Cab range is available in: 2.5 D-4D Raised Body Legend 45, 2.7 VVT-i Raised Body 
Legend 45, 3.0 D-4D Raised Body Legend 45, 3.0 D-4D Raised Body Legend 45 Auto, 3.0 D-4D 4x4 Legend 45, 3.0 D-4D 4x4 
Legend 45 Auto, 4.0 V6 Raised Body Legend 45 Auto, 4.0 V6 4x4 Legend 45 Auto. 

Model shown: Accessorised Hilux 3.0 D-4D Legend 45. 
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AM THE POSSIBLE. 


Progress accepts no compromise. Introducing the BMW i8 - proof that sustainability and pure driving pleasure can 
complement each other perfectly. By combining intelligent technologies like BMW eDrive and BMW EfficientDynamics, 
the BMW i8 offers the outstanding driving experience of a sports car combined with the fuel economy of a small car. 
The future of mobility is no longer a concept. It is possible. It is BMW i8. 

#BornElectric 



49 g COg/km 


266 kW 


BMW i. BORN ELECTRIC. 


*Official fuel economy figures for the BMW i8: Werghted combined cycle: (2.1 I/I 00 km)‘ CO 2 emissions 49 g/km, 
total average energy consumption per 1 00 km (weighted combined cycle) 1 1 .9 kWh. 
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EDITOR’S WELCOME 


IF YOU’VE EVER d riven around Cape Town’s city 
streets you’ll no doubt have spotted many an old- 
generation Ballade, Corolla and even the odd 
CitiGolf with their bonnets painted black. The 
intention, more often than not, is to mimic the 
carbonfibre engine covers mostly synonymous of 
the aftermarket tuning company Spoon. This JDM- 
style (Japanese domestic market) culture has also 
spread as far as Jozi and KZN. Just what is it about 
this far-off Asian island that has local petrolheads 
in such a spin? 

The sport of drifting, along with movies such as 
Fast and Furious: Tokyo Drift has further 
romanticised Japanese car culture among SA’s 
youth. I too remember the first time I took a friend’s 
dad’s first-generation MX-5 very sideways around 
Midvaal raceway, enjoying the untainted purity of its 
chassis and dynamic balance. I also have fond 
memories of salivating over the GT-R concept at 
the Tokyo Motor Show, first drives in the valve- 
bouncing S2000, bewinged Evo 9, bug-eyed STi 
and screaming rotary-engined RX8. Then there was 
the time I drove an old 240Z back-to-back with the 
350Z. But enough of me reminiscing about some of 
my favourite Japanese drives. Every petrolhead has 
their own and while the rest of the world cuts a 
uniform, often dull, shape the Japanese seem to 
chisel and carve out performance machines with 
unique charm. Not only are they built to last, but 
they’re also infused with lasting appeal. 

In this issue we detail our A-Z of Japan’s finest 
motoring moments and performance machines from 
the drift-happy AE86 to the racy Z-cars. We also 
enjoy the first scoop drive of the world’s best-selling 
convertible sports car, the all-new MX-5. Mazda has 
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kept the faith: the 
newcomer is shorter 
than ever and the 
engineers have 
chased a one- 
tonne mass target ^ 

to deliver the \ 

agility and ^ 

simplicity that 
reignites the true spirit of the original. Turn to page 
62 to find out if they’ve built another winner. We also 
get an exclusive audience with Honda’s Ted Klaus, the 
man in charge of developing the new NSX, as he 
shares tech insights of Japan’s newest supercar icon. 
We were impressed to learn that Honda junked the 
201 2 concept’s hybrid powertrain because it didn’t 
deliver Ferrari-challenging grunt. Ambitious stuff. 

What remains is for me to officially welcome Ray 
Leathern to the TopCar team as he continues to 
bolster the magazine’s appeal and give you the 
freshest news, web-specific road tests, reviews and 
videos on topcar.co.za 

If you haven’t logged on yet, you’re missing out. 

Angus Thompson 
EDITOR 

Follow me on Twitter @angusThompsonSA 

** Dear subscriber, there is a better way of ensuring 
that you receive your favourite magazine and the best 
thing is that it won’t cost you anything extra. Media24 
has initiated a hand-delivery system to ensure that you 
receive your magazines on time. Contact us on 0861 000 
650 or topcarsubs(a)media24.com if you’re interested in 
migrating from a postal delivery to hand delivery. We’ll 
quickly determine whether it’s possible to personally 
deliver your magazines to your physical address. 
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Where can instinct drive you? To a world of 
thrilling possibility- with a 2.0I, 4 cylinder 
turbo petrolengine,the Infiniti Qsoachieves 
155 kW of power and 350 Nm of torque. To 
world-first technology like Direct Adaptive 
Steering, and our dual touch screen Infiniti 
InTouch™ infotainment system. Let instinct 
lead you to the Infiniti Q50. 

www.infiniti.co.za 

facebook.com/lnfinitiSA 


FOLLOW 

THAT 

INSTINCT. 


The new Infiniti Q50 


INFINITI 


INSPIRED PERFORMANCE 
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Always restless. 

The new GLA. 

When was the last time you did what you wanted, not what you were supposed to? Forget the last time, 
it’s this time that matters. Introducing the adventurous Mercedes-Benz GLA. Optionally available with 
the instinctive 4MATIC* all-wheel drive system and the convenient EASY-PACK tailgate, it’s the ultimate 
vehicle for the adventure-seekers. 

*Available on the 220 GDI model. Vehicle specifications may vary for the South African market. 
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V-shaped side channel 
mimics the 308 GTB’s 
form; air intake features 
prominent splitter bar 


Ferrari 488: is there 
iifeafterJSffsdbth? 


Our favourite V8 supercar is no more. Gan the rebodied, twin-turbo 488 fiii its shoes 


^ M OU HEAR THAT, Mr Anderson? That is the sound of 
® inevitability. That is the sound of your death.’ So says 

W Agent Smith in sci-fi movie The Matrix, at the pivotal 
m moment when he attempts hero homicide via subway 
train. Is the naturally aspirated, high performance engine facing a 
similar threat of extinction? For the Ferrari 458 replacement is 
here, and it’s powered by a downsized turbocharged engine - in the 
same way that the heralded engines in BMW’s M3 and Honda’s 
Civic Type R made way for forced induction. 

The 488 GTB is not an all-new car, but it is extensively reworked. 
The name refers to the individual cylinder capacity of the fresh 
3 902cc twin-turbo V8 - a trait shared with the 250 GTO - and 
references the 308 GTB, Ferrari’s first rear mid-engined V8, on its 
40th anniversary. There’s another nod to the 308 in the scalloped 
shape of the side intakes, enlarged to feed the turbos’ much 
increased appetite for air. 

The raw forced-induction figures are hard to fault. 492kW at 
8 000rpm is a full 74kW more than the standard 458, 48kW more 


than the Speciale, though it arrives 1 OOOrpm earlier. 

The 488 matches the Speciale’s 3.0sec O-IOOkph time, and hits 
200kph in 8.3sec - 0.8sec faster - before topping out at 335kph. 
But can the turbochargers provide the same visceral thrills, and all 
without muting the spine-tingling noise? 

Ah, yes, the sound of inevitability. Ferrari says it’s ‘dedicated 
great attention’ to making sure the 488 has a proper voice, but the 
prototypes we heard while driving LaFerrari sounded 
disappointingly muted. Still, 759Nm of torque - an extra 218Nm 
- should mean it shifts a bit, no matter what gear you’re in. And as 
with the California T, Ferrari’s first turbocharged effort since the 
F40, Variable Torque Management manipulates this muscle to build 
progressively in the manner of natural aspiration, rather than 
delivering it in one massive, turbine-driven lump. For the record, 
fuel economy is 11.3L/100km 

Additional experiential artifice is found in the second- 
generation Side Slip Angle Control system, which is now an even 
smarter way to smear expensive rubber across the road on the 


10 TOPCAR.CO.ZA I APRIL 2015 




3902cc, 
90-degree bank 
angle and twin 
turbos: meet 
the new Ferrari 
V8, which 
makes 492kW 
@ SOOOrpm 


at the base of the 


rear windscreen and 


the vents beside the 


rear lights, output 
from which helps 
push turbulent air 
away from the back 
of the car. 


at 200kph; if the 
488 is 50% better, 
that must mean it 
produces 210kg 
of downforce 
at 200kph - as 
much as the 458 
Speciale. 

More impressive 
is that the 488 
achieves this with 
reduced drag, 
meaning the 
bodywork is tuned 
to cut through the 
air with minimal 
resistance, allowing 
it to go faster. Tricks 
here include the slot 


FERRARI enjoys 
being enigmatic. 
Hence publication 
of a ‘1.67 efficiency 
figure’ with no 
further clarification. 
This is an internal 
aerodynamic 
reference, a product 
of downforce 
versus drag, and 
in production car 
terms, the 488 
is apparently 
Ferrari’s best ever. 
It’s probably more 
useful to know that 
the 458 produced 
1 40kg of downforce 



exit of corners. New for gen-two, this interfaces with the active 
dampers as well as the E-Diff and the Fl-Trac traction 
control, keeping the car flatter while allowing larger lairyness. 
Safely turning you into the oversteer hero you’ve always wanted 
to be? We’ll see. 

Other visual changes include the new La Ferrari-esque nose, 
‘double-profile’ front spoiler, and tail treatment that features a 
‘blown’ rear spoiler to boost downforce without increasing drag, 
plus an aggressively angled diffuser with active flaps. Overall 
downforce is said to be up 50 per cent while overall drag is 
reduced. Prices will likely start north of R4.5m. 

Back in The Matrix, ‘Mr Anderson’ evades death - in fact, this 
is the point in the film where he really starts to refute the 
ordinary. Hence ‘My name is Neo!’ as he throws Smith under the 
train. With the 488 GTB, something’s going to end up broken on 
the tracks: our trepidation about the turbo, or the hope that the 
488 will be a more thrillingly sensorial drive than the 458. Let’s 
hope it’s the former. 
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AGENDA 

First look 



SECTORING FOUR- 
L DRIVE 

Twin electronically controlled 
clutch packs either side of the rear 
drive unit manage the torque split 
between axles (maximum is 30:70 
front/rear), but can also divert all of 
the rear axle’s share to the outside 
rear wheel to aid turn-in 


MUSTANG ENGINE WITH 
MORE PONIES 

2.3-litre Ecoboost four-pot 
from the new ’Stang has 
been heavily breathed on 
for a more free-revving 
power delivery. Ford won’t 
announce a definitive power 
output until final tinkering’s 
done but says it will ‘far 
exceed’ 235kW 


A GLOBAL CAR 

This being a product of 
the One Ford era, the 
new RS will be built in 
Germany but sold all over 
the world including North 
America, China and 
Australia 


RIP REVOKNUCKLE 

The Mk2 RS’s clever but pricey and heavy front suspension strut layout is 
gone. Going four-wheel drive means there’s less torque steer to quell, and 
there’s no need for an RS-specific wide-arch bodyshell , 


GENUINE DOWNFORCE 

The new RS may look 
less of a caricature than 
before but there’s still an 
outsized wing and 
diffuser combo at the 
rear. Global development 
boss Raj Nair says it 
creates big downforce 
with minimal drag 


RACY ON THE INSIDE 

Interior boasts a 
flat-bottomed wheel, 
RS-specific instrument 
graphics, alloy pedals 
and Recaro seats as 
standard, with racier, 
shell-backed buckets 
an option. Gearbox is a 
six-speed manual 


Focus RS plumps for all fbur 

Wild RS torque steer a thing of the past? Blamelthank all-wheel drive 


ONG BEFORE FORD 

officially confirmed the return 
of the Focus RS, the rumour 
mill was in hugely excitable 
overdrive. Would the new fast 
Ford go four-wheel drive? How 
far north of 220kW would the power 
output climb? And just how lurid would the 
paint colours be? 

Now we’ve seen the new 2.3-litre 
Ecoboost-powered RS up close, we reckon 
it should be something special. Not least 
because it is four-wheel drive, with a clever 
new drivetrain shuffling torque not just front 
to rear but from side to side, too. As much 
as 70% of torque can be sent to the rear 
wheels, and - crucially - Ford promises it’ll 
be possible to powerslide the RS on the 
throttle. But the breakthrough for Ford is 
that rear axle torque can be directed to 
either wheel via electronic clutch packs, 
shifting the bias to the outside wheel on 
turn-in to quell understeer, for example. Ally 
this torque-vectoring with the intrinsic 
traction advantage afforded by four-wheel 
drive and, through the apex and onto the 


next straight, Ford claims the RS can corner 
faster and go harder than hot hatch rivals 
such as the Golf R. 

Going all-wheel drive is a clear volte-face, 
with company insiders previously stating 
that the associated drawbacks in weight 
and cost were simply a bridge too far. Why 
the change of heart? 

‘It was a topic of debate, as it was with 
the previous Focus RS,’ says Ford 
Europe’s product development vice 
president Joe Bakaj. ‘At that time there 
wasn’t any radical four-wheel drive 
technology on the market. We would have 
had to take the weight penalty, the cost 
penalty and the penalty in increased 
frictional losses, and we didn’t see an 
awful lot of benefit. This active rear- 
wheel-drive system is a real breakthrough 
technology.’ 

Some of the drivetrain’s benefits help to 
offset its cost. Going four-wheel drive 
means Ford can do away with the weighty 
and costly Revoknuckle front suspension 
strut the Mk2 RS needed to combat torque 
steer, and there’s no need for a bespoke 


wide-arch body this time; the new RS’s 
narrower track means it can use a regular 
Focus shell. And losing those cartoon 
wheelarches really calms down the look. 

So, just how much power will the system 
be divvying up? Far in excess of 235kW is 
the official line. Powertrain development 
was led by Ford’s team at Dunton in Essex, 
and although the Mustang-sourced four- 
pot’s essential structure remains the same, 
it’s undergone a serious overhaul. New 
intake manifold, upgraded cylinder head 
and liners, new turbo, bigger intercooler... 
the list goes on. 

Best of all, it seems RS Mk3 will uphold 
the attractive performance-to-pound ratio 
of its illustrious predecessors. ‘This is an 
RS, so it needs to be an affordable 
performance vehicle,’ reckons Raj Nair, 
Ford’s global product development chief. 
Expect to pay nothing less than R550k. 

And the paint? Retina-searing lime green 
is gone. Choose instead from relatively 
demure shades of blue, grey, white and 
black. Seems it’s not just the powertrain 
that’s grown up. 



12 TOPCAR.CO.ZA I APRIL 2015 




- X 


THE PERFECT 10 

When the occasion calls for a touch of vintage, 
Richelieu 10 Year Old is the perfect choice. This gold 
winning* double-distilled, vintage brandy boasts a 
rich bouguet of aromas including chocolate, vanilla 
and green fig, a full-bodied palate and lingeringly 

smooth French Oak finish. 


*2014 IWSC Outstanding Gold 



Not for Sale to Persons Under the Age of 18. 




AGENDA 

First look 


Then: Ford GT40 


The original Ford GT40 made its race debut in 1 964, won 
its first event in 1 965 and took its first Le Mans victory 
in 1 966 - with a one-two-three finish. And you’re still 
surprised Ford is planning to launch a new GT supercar to 
commemorate it next year? 1 966 was far from the end of 
the story, as the GT40 went on to take three more winner’s 
trophies in consecutive years. It’s also responsible for podium 
champagne-spraying, after teetotal racer Dan Gurney 
covered the crowd following his win in 1 967. 


The great Le 

50 years after it first won Le Mans, the 





Gritty victory 1 978, virtual 
reality 2015 


Dominant in 1995, special 
edition in 2015 


THEN: ALPINE 442B 

Renault’s revival of Alpine is also set to lean heavily on Le Mans heritage. After 
taking class victories with the A21 0/220 in the 1 960s, Alpine finally won the 
event outright with the A442b in 1 978 - after three years of trying. Battle 
was so intense that Alpine driver Didier Pironi was almost too exhausted to 
climb the podium after a heroic double-stint in the closing stages of the race. 
Expect more from Alpine at La Sarthe this year. 

NOW: ALPINE VISION GRAN TURISMO 

Alpine’s current A450 LMP2 racer - victor in the last two European Le 
Mans Series in 201 3 and 201 4 - influences this new digital concept, which 
you can download and drive in Gran Turismo 6. Unconstrained by reality 
yet dynamically modelled using Alpine’s own development software, it’s 
an astonishing machine. We’re told it’s nof a visual precursor to Alpine’s 
forthcoming road cars, but the handling drops a hint a two. 


THEN: MCLAREN FI GTR 

What can we possibly say about the McLaren FI that hasn’t been said 
before? Probably nothing, but in this context it is worth remembering that it 
too won Le Mans. At its first attempt, and despite being designed as a road 
car, not a racing car. In fact, the FI utterly overwhelmed the purpose-built 
opposition, taking first, third, fourth, fifth and 1 3th places. 

NOW: MCLAREN 650S LE MANS 

Commemorating the 20th anniversary of that success, McLaren Special 
Operations has teamed up with McLaren FI stylist Peter Stevens to 
produce this 650S Le Mans. FI GTR-inspired wheels, functional snorkel 
air intake, louvred front wings to reduce air pressure around the wheels 
and standard carbon-ceramic brakes with McLaren orange calipers 
are but a few of the details. The first properly gorgeous modern McLaren 
road car, only 50 will be built. 
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Mans Revival! 


Ford GT is back. But it m>n’t be aione... 


Now: Ford GT 


The 201 6 GT is a carbonfibre and aluminium blend of the 
old - the form is deliciously-updated GT40 - and the new, 
with Ford’s anniversary supercar featuring active torsion bar 
and pushrod suspension, carbon-ceramic brakes, digital dials 
and active aero, with the rear wing moving to reduce drag 
or maximise stability, depending on what the car’s doing. A 
447kW 3.5-litre twin-turbo V6 drives the Michelin-shod 20in 
rear wheels via a seven-speed dual-clutch transmission. Lift 
the dihedral doors and you’ll find race car-style fixed seats and 
an adjustable pedalbox, while the FI -inspired steering wheel 
incorporates most of the controls - like a Ferrari. Ironic, given 
the original was prompted by Enzo’s refusal to sell to Ford. 



Mad GT-R LMP1 to turn 
fortunes around? 


18 years later: McLaren 
Longtail is back 


THEN: R85V, R90CP, R390 GT1 ... 

Nissan has never won Le Mans, though it’s won plenty of hearts with its 
recent DeltaWing and Zeod efforts, and has been racing there since 1 986. 
First time out, the R85V came a crediblel 6th after running as high as ninth. A 
fifth-place finish followed for the R90CP in 1 990, while a third from the R390 
GT1 in 1 998 represents Nissan’s best result to date. 

NOW: NISSAN GT-R LMP1 

The new Nissan GT-R LMP1 racer is like nothing to previously contest Le 
Mans. Front-engined and primarily front-wheel drive in afield of established 
rear-engined and primarily rear-wheel-drive rivals (electric motors on the 
other axle complicate matters all round), it’s a genuine clean-sheet approach 
that’s fantastically experimental. A twin-turbo V6 and eight megajoules of 
electric assistance will deliver 1 007kW total. The car to finally break that Le 
Mans duck? 


THEN: MCLAREN FI GTR LONGTAIL 

In a bid to keep the FI competitive in the face of increasingly extreme 
purpose-built racers from its rivals, McLaren rolled out the GTR Longtail 
in 1 997. The extended rump didn’t bring a second Le Mans trophy, but it 
remains a highly evocative racing car of the period. It even made Gordon 
Murray weak at the knees - and he never wanted ‘his’ FI road car to be 
turned into a racer in the first place. 

NOW: MCLAREN 675LT 

It might not have taken victory, but McLaren hasn’t forgotten the Longtail 
either, as another new variant of 650S coming in March pays tribute with its 
own extended rear end. Endowed with additional downforce and a badass 
497kW version of the 3.8-litre V8 twin-turbo spitting fire and brimstone 
through a lightweight titanium exhaust system, the 675LT is out to pour 
pepper into the custard at the Ferrari 488 GTB’s party. 
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AGENDA 



First look 

GT4 

Cayman 
^ts911 
power 

283 kW, serious 
aero, optional 
harnesses - this is 
a Cayman with bite 


Y And we thought the 
Cayman GTS looked 
serious 


P ORSCHE HAS finally done 
what legions of tuners have 
been doing for years - put a 
911 engine in the back of a 
Cayman. As a result the 
Cayman GT4, Porsche’s newest GT family 
member, will lap the Nurburgring as 
quickly as a 91 1 GTS. Admittedly that’s a 
997 GTS, rather than the latest 991 
model, but 7mins 40sec is still a sensational 
time. And besides, in a move that will have 
purists in raptures, Porsche has elected to 
sell the Cayman GT4 exclusively with a 
manual transmission. Balm to many for the 
hurt caused by the decision to PDK-only 
the most recent 911 GTS. 

Mid-mounted partner to the GT4’s six- 
speed stick-shift is the S. 8-litre tiat-six 


from the 911 Carrera S. Although 
detuned to 28SkW 
(from 295), this is enough to launch 
the Cayman to lOOkph in 4.4sec - 
O.lsec taster than the donor 
vehicle - and take it onto 295kph. Even 
with that rather large and draggy tea tray 
permanently affixed to the back. 

The rear wing is the most conspicuous 
part of a revised aerodynamics package 
that actually achieves meaningful 
downtorce on both axles - a first tor a 
Cayman - with the front taken care of by 
a trio of new inlets in the nose. The body 
is SOmm lower than a standard 
Cayman’s, while the front axle and larger 
bearings are similar to those used by the 
GTS. Race-inspired accoutrements such 


as carbon-ceramic brakes and 
carbontibre shell-backed seats remain 
optional, however. 

Also on the options list is a Club Sport 
Package, comprising a rear halt-rollcage, 
battery cut-ott preparation, fire 
extinguisher 

and a six-point racing harness 

tor the driver. You’ll be wanting the GT4- 

specitic Sport Chrono 

Package, too, which includes a unique 

Track Precision app to help hone your 

circuit skills. This adds an additional ECU 

that interfaces with your ’phone to provide 

full telemetry including speed, 

acceleration, steering angle, braking 

behaviour and lateral G - not to mention 

GPS-logged lap times. 


Spider: a 4C with 
even more light 

Alfa’s carbon-tubbed sports car loses 
its roof and gete a makeover 


JUST 10KG HEAVIER 

The 4C’s carbon structure and the Spider’s 
weight-saving measures, including thinner 
glass, mean that the Spider is a paltry 1 0kg 
heavier than the Coupe. 


LOUD PIPES SAVE LIVES 

We’ve seen the concept, here’s this 
summer’s production 4C Spider 
with optional Akrapovic titanium 
exhaust, designed to liven up the 
droning 1 77kW1 750cc turbo. 
Here’s hoping... 


LOSES A ROOF, GAINS A HALO 

The Coupe’s glass engine cover is 
replaced by rear buttresses and a 
body-coloured deck lid. Both the 
windscreen surround and the ‘halo’ 
that hides the roll-over structure can 
be specced in carbontibre. 



SHINE A LIGHT ON ME 

Conventional headlights replace 
unloved segmented units, 
while Giallo yellow paint is new. 
0-1 OOkph in 4.5sec and 257kph 
means Spider matches Coupe 
for speed. 
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There’s inspiration around every corner in the city. With the EcoSport, you can discover it all. its 
1.0-litre EcoBoost turbocharged engine allows you to follow your instincts with the power of a 
1.6-litre engine. This 2012, 2013 and 2014 winner of the international Engine of The Year Award 
is undoubtedly the best in its class. With 20% less fuel consumption, you’ll never be short of 
kilometers with your travel ideas. 


of the year 

awards 2014 


InlernaUonal Engine ol Die Year 
Fori 1.0 Ntre EcoBcost 











www.ford.co.za 

B W IsJ Visit FordSouthAfrica 


Go Further 
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Where can instinct drive you? To a world of 
thrilling possibility- with a 2.0I, 4 cylinder 
turbo petrolengine,the Infiniti Qsoachieves 
155 kW of power and 350 Nm of torque. To 
world-first technology like Direct Adaptive 
Steering, and our dual touch screen Infiniti 
InTouch™ infotainment system. Let instinct 
lead you to the Infiniti Q50. 

www.infiniti.co.za 

facebook.com/lnfinitiSA 


FOLLOW 

THAT 

INSTINCT. 


The new Infiniti Q50 


INFINITI 


INSPIRED PERFORMANCE 


.4 


Iv 






The all-new Mazda2 takes you in a completely new direction with a street-smart style that stands out from the crowd 
and SKYACTIV technology that delivers sporty performance. Both 1.5 litre petrol & diesel engines give you outstanding 
fuel economy, yet use very little fuel. And now, you can take your whole world along for the ride with MZD Connect that 
links up your online contacts, music and lots more. The all-new Mazda2. Go somewhere you'd rather be. 


UNLIMITED ^ 
WARRANTY & 
SERVICE PLAN 


mazda.co.za 




AGENDA 


Motorsport 



M CLAREN BOSS Ron Dennis 
coined the phrase ‘the winter 
world championship’ in the 
early ’90s when Ferrari made 
a habit of emerging from the 
winter test sessions fastest, only to lose the 
‘summer championship’ to his Woking- 
based team. 

Well, Ferrari looks strong once again. At 
the first pre-season test of 2015 the team’s 
cars topped the timesheets on three of the 
four days, all the while McLaren - who have 
Honda engines once again - languished at 
the bottom of the time sheets. 

But lap times don’t mean an awful lot at 
Jerez. The asphalt is abrasive and the cool 
temperatures force Pirelli to take a fast- 
warming hard tyre compound that’s unlike 
anything else they use in F1. So while 
Ferrari might look stronger than last year 
and McLaren weaker, it’s hard to establish 
a pecking order after just four days of 
running. So did we learn anything from the 
Jerez tests? Well, yes... 

MCLAREN-HONDA 
HAVE MUCH TO DO 

At the midway point of the test, there were 
some anxious faces at McLaren. The 
MP4-30 had completed a total of just 12 
laps (six apiece for Jenson Button and 
Fernando Alonso) and Honda didn’t seem 
able to fix a recurring electrical problem. 
The mood then changed dramatically at 
4am on day three when the nightshift 
started up a brand new engine in the 
garage. The engine note was immediately 
cleaner than anything they’d heard over the 


previous two days, and there were hopes 
from then on that Jenson and Fernando 
would be able to do some miles. Alonso 
managed 32 laps on day three, including a 
10-lap run that saw him briefly set fastest 
lap on a damp track. The car then broke 
down again, but the double world champion 
had done enough to get an early feel for 
the car. ‘The impressions are good,’ he said, 
‘but we need more miles. Reliability is the 
focus at the moment.’ 

There are two further winter tests, both at 
Barcelona, on 19 February and 26 
February, in which to try to work through 
their running issues. The packaging of the 
car itself is much tighter than anything 
we’ve seen from McLaren in recent years. It 
might just be very good, if it ever gets a 
chance to string some laps together and 
show it. Over to you, Honda. 

FERRARI LOOK FAST 

The 2015 SF15T is a significant step 
forward from last year’s Ferrari, which 
failed to win a race. We know this not from 
the headline lap times achieved by 
Sebastian Vettel and Kimi Raikkonen, who 
topped the timesheets on three of the four 
days, but from the feedback given by Kimi 
Raikkonen. 

‘The team has done a very good job,’ he 
said. ‘There are a lot of improvements in the 
areas where we had difficulties last year, 
and I’d say the whole package is quite a bit 
better than it was at the end of last year.’ 

It would be fair to say Kimi loathed last 
year’s car - you only had to watch him 
trying to race it to see that. The wayward 
front end didn’t react as he wanted it to, it 


didn’t have enough power and the 
aerodynamic drag was significant, further 
penalising the car’s already poor straight- 
line speed. 

At Jerez you could tell from the car’s 
behaviour that Kimi was enjoying his driving 
again. He was throwing it into the corners 
with a freedom and a confidence that we 
haven’t seen for a while, and the same went 
for new boy Sebastian Vettel. The car’s 
straight-line speed was better too, 
suggesting that the rumoured near-40kW 
improvement Maranello’s engineers found 
over the winter, plus reduced aerodynamic 
drag, might be a reality. 

THE MERCS WORK 

After their dominance last season, 
Mercedes have no need to showboat during 
testing. They didn’t try a low-fuel qualifying 
simulation at any stage, but their incredible 
reliability still left their rivals gob-smacked. 

‘To turn up and do 157 laps on the first 
day [which is believed to be an all-time 
testing record] is taking the mickey,’ said 
Red Bull team boss Christian Horner. 

Worse for him was to follow: the Mercedes 
W06 did 151 laps a couple of days later as 
well, so the team appears to have 
addressed its various reliability issues - its 
only real Achilles heel in an otherwise fairly 
spectacular 2014. 

Worryingly for everyone else, the general 
consensus among rival engineers was that 
the Mercedes-Benz ran heavy and in a 
conservative engine mode throughout the 
first test. So, expect them to be the 
benchmark come the first race in 
Melbourne. 
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Like you, we’re passionate about our country and its wiidiife. Our aim is to DNA 
profiie every rhino in South Africa to help law enforcement agencies protect this 
endangered species. Join hands with us by SMSing ‘Rhino’ to 48800 to donate 

R10 or visit castleiager.co.za for more information. 

It all comes together with a CASTLE. 


Enjoy Responsibly. Not for Sale to Persons Under the Age of 18 




COLUMN 

Ben Oliver 


THE OTHER PERSPECTIVE 


Green cars, yada yada 

Bill Ford told us how ‘green’ is now at the heart of everything 
Ford does. It isn’t at the heart of the 441kW GT 


W ow, THAT WAS fast. 

Who says the car industry 
doesn’t move with the 
times? The oil price only 
began its vertiginous slide 
in June, yet by January the Detroit motor 
show was a power, performance and 
petrol-fest. Look at the cars unveiled there 
and you’d think that the green movement 
and the global financial crisis simply hadn’t 
happened. 

Bill Ford opened his company’s multi- 
million-dollar event at the Joe Louis Arena 
by telling us how ‘green’ is now at the 
heart of everything Ford does. I turned 
around to see if I could spot his scrolling 
teleprompters. I had a feeling they read, 
‘green, blah blah, efficiency, yada yada, 
hybrids, (wring hands, look earnest), NOW 
HERE’S THE VERY FAST CARS!’ Green 
certainly isn’t at the heart of the 441 kW 
Ford GT, or the Raptor performance 
version of the F150 truck, or the 
stripped-out Mustang GT350R whose flat- 
plane V8 engine propelled it noisily and 
sideways onto the stage. 

Ford wasn’t alone. Cadillac showed the 
320kph CTS-V super-saloon with its 
471 kW, 6.2-litre supercharged V8. ‘Is a V8 
necessary, when we have a perfectly good 
V6?’ asked GM’s Mark Reuss. ‘No. But is it 
appropriate, and awesome? Yes. And we 
invented the V8.’ Audi showed the new 07, 
Mercedes its new GLE X6 rival, and Honda 
the new NSX, which is at least a hybrid, 
but is also a 400kW-plus supercar. Even 
pious Lexus was at it, revealing the 
343kW, 5.0-litre V8 GS-F (which already 
looks bit limp next to that Cadillac) and the 
RC-F GT3 race car. 

Have they all gone mad? Did the last few 
years simply not happen? Of course, these 
cars were all in the works long before the 
oil price halved. It was largely coincidental 
that so many new fast cars arrived at the 
same show, and there were some green 
cars making their debuts; GM’s new Volt 
and Bolt, and Toyota’s fuel-cell concept. 

But the Ford GT and the others are still a 
sign of the times. I’ve written before about 
how the Detroit show is a window on the 
soul of the car industry, and what a sad, 
grey event it was as its world collapsed 
around it in 2009. Now the good times are 
back, and boy did Detroit feel good. 


US car sales for 2014 were announced 
just before the show and were up by 
around a million again to 16.5m, not far off 
the all-time record of 18m and very 
different to the 10.4m sold in the depths of 
the global financial crisis in 2009. Globally, 
things look pretty good too: Chinese 
growth may be slowing and most European 
markets may be flat, but 
PricewaterhouseCoopers expects 
worldwide car sales to exceed 90m this 
year, up nearly 6%. VW announced that it 
reached 10m global sales four years 
ahead of target. Porsche predicted it 
would hit 200000 for the first time in 
2015, and Jaguar Land Rover half a 
million. ‘This is a good auto show,’ said 
the famously bullshit-free Fiat Chrysler 
boss Sergio Marchionne. ‘We’re all in 
good shape. We’re not complaining, which 
is unusual.’ 

I went to the Automotive News World 
Congress on the second day of the show, a 
good place to get hints about what we 
might see on the first day next year. More 
of the same, it seems. Audi’s Luca de Meo 


said they would be investing over- 
proportionately in what the Americans 
infuriatingly refer to as ‘lugsury’ models. 
Porsche’s Bernhard Maier confirmed that 
his brand saw no sense in making a car 
costing less than €50000. And Elon Musk 
got increasingly tetchy as he kept being 
asked what effect cheap gas would have 
on Tesla sales, and the future of electric 
cars in general. 

Musk, with his long-term plan to 
establish a human colony on Mars, sees 
way beyond a medium-term blip in oil 
prices. Cnee the Saudis and others have 
depressed the price long enough to 
bankrupt the hugely indebted US shale 
gas producers, they’ll have the market to 
themselves again and will be free to send 
oil back to a hundred dollars a barrel. So 
he predicted that Tesla sales will continue 
beyond the half-million target he set for 
2020 to ‘a few million’ by 2025. Motor 
shows will be full of new hybrids and EVs 
long before then, and that Lexus GS-F will 
be a secondhand bargain. But you might 
not be able to afford to fuel it. d 
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An offer this good deserves your attention 
no matter what. 


With capped price servicing* there has never been a better time to let the people who built 
your car, look after it. Our proven expertise, quality Volkswagen parts and top-class Customer 
care means you’ll notice the difference at Volkswagen Service. So, bring your car home, to 
where it all began and keep your Volkswagen a Volkswagen. Contact your nearest Volkswagen 
Dealer for more information. 


*Prices reflected are capped retail prices at participating dealers nationwide and include VAT, parts and labour. Offer valid 
14 July 2014 - 30 June 2015. Terms and conditions apply. Contact your nearest Volkswagen Dealership or visit vw.co.za 
for more information. 


Nobody knows your Volkswagen better than we do. 



Safety 



Customer Care Volkswagen Parts 


Expertise 


VOLKSWAGEN 

SERVICE 



Das Auto. 


Quality 


COLUMN 

Dieter Rencken 


THE FI CRITIC 


The 1000-horsepower dilemma 

Everybody agrees FI needs more spectacle but not everyone agrees 
that adding more power will provide it 


N othing better 

portrays Formula 1’s 
knee-jerk pursuit for 
magic bullets to halt 
its dramatic TV and 
live ratings slides than 
(myopic) proposals 
from FI’s Strategy 

Group and a commercial rights holder 
feeling massive revenue squeezes that the 
sport adopt 1000-horsepower power units 
from 2017. Exciting concept, yes, but will 
such power, though, prove the panacea 
they desperately believe it to be? 

True, lOOObhp (746kW) provides a great 
headline figure, one sure to catch the 
attention of fans and sponsors alike, while 
the challenge of reliably producing such 
explosive output from lOOOcc V6 units 
gets the cream of the planet’s engine 
designers sweaty-handed. A fifth of the 
total will be supplied by beefed-up hybrid 
systems, but 800bhp from 1.6 litres 
equates to bOObhp per litre: another sexy 
number to bandy about... 

The powers-that-be point to the days of 
Ayrton Senna and Alain Frost; of lurid 
power slides as 4-or-5-bar turbo boosts 
tortured fat gumball tyres; of Nigel 
Mansell and Keke Rosberg returning 
wide-eyed to the pits after banzai 
qualifying laps with ‘grenade’ engines 
primed to detonate after brief duty; of 
Michael Schumacher feathering on the 
very edge of adhesion through Spa’s Eau 
Rouge in teeming weather. 

Why, then, paddock reluctance to 
embrace the concept when it should be 
enthusing over any attempt to halt a trend 
that has seen global TV numbers plummet 
30 per cent in three years; caused 
numerous races to drop out as once-loyal 
fans vote with their wallets and Germany 
facing an uncertain FI future despite the 
land that invented the cars delivering a 
second multiple champion in as many 
decades and boasting Mercedes FI? 

For starters, in the days of yore the only 
traction control was via drivers’ right feet; 
now electronic systems govern the amount 
of power reaching the rear wheels, and 
thus the cars are hardly likely to emulate 
the McLaren-Hondas of the eighties. Make 
that less spectacle. 

Then there is pushback from 
independent teams, who point out that 


power equals money, and not only for 
engines: massively beefed-up 
transmissions/chassis are required to 
handle such power. Already reeling from a 
doubling in engine costs after today’s 
jewel-like 750bhp (560kW) hybrids 
replaced the 2400cc V8s, they fear a 
tripling (or more), particularly as the more 
powerful units will be high-maintenance 
and distinctly low-life. 

True, lOOObhp was the norm 30 years 
ago, but those floppy chassis are not 
acceptable in our safety-orientated times 
- consider that FI’s last four deaths were 
spread two-each over the respective 
lOOObhp turbo and V10 eras - and cost- 
saving measures such as four-race 
engines and sealed gearboxes would fly 
straight out of garages. Imagine the cost 
of installing banks of lOOObhp 
dynamometers for simulations runs. 

Then Pirelli, or whichever sole tyre 
supplier prevails, would need to develop 
rubber specifically to cater for such 
enormous torque. Defenders of lOOObhp 
engines state that tyre companies 
previously produced such rubber, yet back 
then tyre competition was open - hence 
three brands in FI - and testing 
unrestricted. Now, though, said company 
would have zero bragging rights, yet face 
(at least) a doubling in costs. 

Finally, the proposal reckons without the 
serious impact on the front-line players: 
engine suppliers. Ferrari has long criticised 
the cost of FI’s engines, particularly as the 
Scuderia incurs losses on units supplied to 
customers Sauber and Marussia, while it 
will likely subsidise its supply to Haas 
Formula, the US-based team aiming to 


enter FI in 2016, as part of parent FIAT’s 
North American marketing thrust. 

Renault, too, is reeling from the costs of 
hybrid power on account of annually 
subsidising each of its teams by USD20m 
(R200m), which comes out of marketing 
spend. Already the French suits are 
questioning the value equation, particularly 
given FI’s dwindling demographic. Imagine 
how they will take to further assaults on 
budgets. 

That apart, Renault (and Honda/ 
Mercedes) competes in FI to trumpet fuel 
efficiency. The proposed lOOObhp engines 
are hardly likely to touch the current units 
on this front: they post equivalent lap times 
to the V8s, yet on 30 per cent less fuel. 
Any move to lOOObhp could see at least 
one current manufacturer exit FI - and 
deter newcomers. 

When the current engine formula was 
adopted, an influx of car companies was 
expected, yet only Honda made a return, 
while such as Audi, Toyota and Porsche 
commit to endurance racing. VW and 
Hyundai chose the FIA’s world rally series, 
with Toyota complementing its WEC 
campaign with WRC from 2017. Peugeot/ 
Citroen went Dakar/world touring cars 
respectively; BMW the DTM. 

There must be solid business reasons for 
these manufacturers - who make up three 
of the global top five - to shun FI when 
their motorsport plans were tabled for 
executive approval, and overwhelming 
evidence points to the premier series no 
longer being cost-effective, whether for 
fans, TV broadcasters, sponsors or motor 
manufacturers. Introducing lOOObhp 
engines, regardless of their resonance, will 
not alter that simple fact, d 
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Your 2015 



FI packages 


2015 Formula 1 Singapore Grand Prix 18 to 20 September 2015 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

■ Return Economy Class flights from 
Johannesburg on Singapore Airlines 
or similar 

■ 3 Nights in 4 star accommodation in 
Singapore - Room Only 

■ Lanyard and protective earplugs 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

Bay Grandstand 

From R3 010 p.p 

Padang Grandstand 

From R6 690 p.p 

Esplanade Waterfront Grandstand 

From R6 690 p.p 

RACE TICKET: 

Singapore race tickets are sold separately 


The Formula 1 Singapore Grand Prix is a spectacular night race 
run on the streets of Marina Bay in downtown Singapore. The 
circuit is lit by thousands of powerful floodlights and is a mix of 
high speed straights and bumpy slow corners, making it a real 
challenge for the drivers as they weave their way between the 
barriers. The event has witnessed a huge success 
since its first edition back in 2008. The circuit 
lights create a brilliant strip carving its way 
between the water and the city's skyscrapers, 
adding beauty to the picturesque scenery of 
the Marina Bay. The numerous types of 
off-track entertainment including the 
post-race concerts have also 
played a significant part in 
increasing the popularity of 
this fresh and sparkling 
Grand Prix. 




R5 


045 









price 
FROW l: 
R23490 PP 

sharing + 

current 
airport 
taxes 

R5 554 




2015 Formula 1 Brazilian Grand Prix 13 to 15 Novomber 2015 



The Brazilian Grand Prix is the Formula 
One championship race which is 
currently held at the Autodromo Jose 
Carlos Pace in Interlagos, a district in 
the city of Sao Paulo, Brazil. This 
circuit is very unique as it is one of the 
only circuits that run anti-clockwise 
and its bumpy surface makes this 
challenging 305.909km a one of a kind 
race. The Grand Prix weekend in Brazil 
is filled with a carnival and festive 
atmosphere in which motor sport is 
celebrated. This is definitely an action 
packed weekend with practice and 
qualifying sessions taking place on 
Saturday and the Grand Prix on Sunday 
as well as the many festive activities in 
Brazil’s beautiful and biggest city, Sao 
^ Paulo. 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

■ Return Economy Class flights from Johannesburg on SAA 
or similar 

■ 3 Nights in 4 star accommodation in Sao Paulo 

■ Breakfast daily 

■ Return circuit transfers on Saturday and Sunday 

■ Lanyard and protective earplugs 

FRIDAY, SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

Grandstand Sector Q 

From R2 845 p.p 

Grandstand Sector A 

From R3 770 p.p 

Grandstand Sector M 

From R7 475 p.p 

RACE TICKETS: 

Brazilian race tickets are sold separately. 



2015 Formula 1 Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 27 to 29 Novembor 2015 


PRICE INCLUDES: 

■ Return Economy Class flights from 
Johannesburg on Etihad Airways or 
similar 

■ 3 Nights in 4 star accommodation in 
Abu Dhabi 

■ Breakfast daily 

■ 2 Day Abu Dhabi Hill tickets inclusive 
of after race concerts 

■ Ferrari World Abu Dhabi and Yas World 
entry tickets 

■ Lanyard and protective earplugs 


The Formula 1 Etihad Airways Abu Dhabi Grand Prix 
has fast established itself as one of the most 
spectacular races on the FI calendar. Hosted at 
Yas Marina Circuit since its inauguration in 
2009, the race is among the latest _ 

additions to the Formula 1 calendar 
and has rapidly grown in 
popularity to become one of 
the most anticipated annual . _ _ 
racing events. As the 
only twilight race on ^ 

the calendar, fans 

can experience the ~ 

magic of a day 

night race in a ^RRmninHi 

manna track ^ ~ 


For further information, terms and conditions email topcar@megatrav.co.za or call (Oil) 886-9545 or fax (Oil) 886-9548 






FIRST DRIVE 

BMW X6 M 


A NOT SO 
GENTLE GIANT 


Massive size, massive power, massive money. The BMW X6 M 
might not make compiete sense but it’s fast and ioud and we 
hike it By Aaron Borrill 


A FORMULA ONE racetrack may 
not seem like the ideal setting to 
launch a gargantuan SUV such as 
the BMW X6 M but it’s been touted 
as the most dynamic X model yet 
and what better way to test these 
claims than at the Circuit of the Americas in Austin, 
Texas. The USA is a massive market for BMW, and 
the largest for its X-models, too, so it’s little wonder 
the Bavarian firm chose this destination to launch 
its all-new turbocharged panzer tank. 

The X6 M’s hulking presence is undeniable. 
Pictured here in Long Beach blue it’s clear it was 
designed to pulverise Tarmac while cocooning its 
occupants in style. Just look those flexing thighs. 


swollen arches and 21-inch alloy wheels. This thing 
means business. It rides on the same 2933mm 
wheelbase as its predecessor but has fractionally 
grown in length, width and height. As a bona fide M 
model the X6 gets a unique set of aesthetic tweaks 
such as an aggressively sculpted front bumper 
complete with gaping air dams, side gills, a twin 
double-barrel exhaust arrangement and functional 
rear spoiler. Sure, it may look a little ungainly from 
certain angles but you can’t deny its dynamism, 
especially in profile where its large bonnet and 
sloping roofline create a forward-thrusting 
appearance. BMW Individual offers customers the 
choice of personalising things with a variety of 
exterior colours and interior trim combinations. 


y X6 M looks like it’s been 
injected with steroids. The 
pumped up haunches and 
forward-thrusting stance hint 
at the turbocharged hardware 
under the bonnet 




Apart from the obligatory M-branded sports 
seats, instrument dials, steering wheel, shifter and 
side sills interior garnishing includes an Alcantara 
headliner, carbon fibre panelling, leather upholstery 
and upmarket metallic trim inserts. Our test unit 
came kitted out in a baseball-mitt colour scheme 
- a rich hue BMW calls Amaro brown, which 
contrasts the blue exterior and interior trim 
beautifully. It’s a refined cockpit no doubt but in 
this application luxury is always going to play 
second fiddle to performance. There’s a plethora of 
buttons on the transmission tunnel that can ramp 
up the steering, transmission, dampers and engine 
aggression on the fly; as well as designated 
programmable M buttons on the steering wheel. 

Like a tank the X6 M is at home in any 
environment and is able to consume long roads, 
mountain passes and racetracks without as much 
as breaking a sweat. Sure its 2.2-tonne body 
armour does limit is cornering ability to a certain 
extent but it’s able to overcome this mass quite 
easily owing to the huge amount of torque 
produced by its powerplant. Cranking out 423kW 
and 750Nm of torque from 2 200rpm it produces 
15kW and 70Nm more than its predecessor. A high 
performance cooling system comprising five 
cooling pumps ensures heat soak is non-existent. 
Straight-line performance is mind-blowing, 
supercar-like in fact. The 4.2sec O-IOOkph sprint 
time belies its plus-sized proportions and puts it 
quicker than a BMW M5 super saloon. Top speed is 
limited to 250kph. Naturally the acceleration is 
hugely addictive and goads the driver into 
bludgeoning the throttle pedal whenever an 
opportunity arrives - which happens to be most of 


the time. The soundtrack is equally as stimulating. 

A notable whine from the turbochargers morphs 
into to a guttural V8 concerto as the system force 
feeds air into the combustion chamber. The 
resulting explosion of pistons sends the tacho 
needle into the red where a flick of the shifter 
results in a seismic thud as the next gear is 
summoned. It’s loud and noisy and bloody brilliant. 
Of course this does have an adverse effect on fuel 
economy but the 8-speed M Steptronic’s wide 
spread of ratios helps keep fuel usage as low as 
possible. During the track session over 22L/100km 
was registered on the on-board computer but the 
scenic drive saw a figure fractionally higher than 
the claimed 1 1.1L. 

A vehicle this large shouldn’t demonstrate 
particularly impressive cornering ability, especially 
on a tricky and undulating race track such as the 
Circuit of the Americas, but the X6 M managed to ► 


A Amaro brown M-branded 
sports seats hint at its 
pedigree as does the 
Alcantara headliner and 
carbonfibre dash panelling 


Y Its large frame means 
there’s still a fair bit of body 
roll during cornering but 
once you unwind the steering 
wheel and point it in a 
straight line the X6 M 
accelerates like a star ship 
engaging warp speed 



APRIL 2015 I TOPCAR.CO.ZA 27 


FIRST DRIVE 

BMW X6 M 



BMWX6M 

PRICE R1 690659 
ENGINE 4395cc,V8 turbo, 
423kW@6000-6500rpm, 
750Nm @ 2200-5000rpm 

TRANSMISSION Eight-speed 
automatic, all-wheel drive 
SUSPENSION Double 
wishbone front, multi-link air 
suspension rear 
LENGTH/WIDTH/HEIGHT 
4880/1 985/1 754 mm 
WEIGHT 2 275kg 
PERFORMANCE 4.2sec 
O-IOOkph, 250kph top speed, 
11. IE/1 00km, 258g/km 
ON SALE Now 


defy this logic. The chassis has been painstakingly 
tuned to deliver sharper dynamics than before. The 
suspension has been stiffened and lowered by 
10mm but comfort has not been affected owing to 
the three-mode dynamic dampers with rear air 
suspension. As a result the X6 M handles well for 
an SUV. Yes, there is some roll when barrelling into 
a corner but the overall impression is one of 
competence thanks largely to the massive amount 
of grip on offer. It owes much of its dynamic 
prowess to the xDrive AWD system which utilises a 
rear-biased torque split with fully variable drive 
allowing 100 per cent to be sent to the front or 
rear depending on the road surface. The steering is 
precise. The X6 follows every flick of the wheel 
but you’ll need to fiddle with the settings to find 


a mode best suitable for the conditions at hand. 

We found that comfort is the most versatile of the 
three modes giving the driver a steady mix of feel 
and feedback. 

Overall the X6 M is a hoot to drive. Some will 
argue that it is an abomination to the M moniker, 
pointless even but it does the badge no real 
injustice particularly from a performance 
perspective. While it’s not the most attractive car 
around it offers far better performance and fuel 
efficiency than that of its forebear and current 
rivals. It’s the epitome of excess - a six of the one, 
half a dozen of the other Frankenstein-like SUV but 
on paper it has all the credentials to challenge the 
Porsche Cayenne Turbo for segment glory. It’s 
cheaper, too. ca 
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BMW 2 Series Convertible 


STYLE ARBITER 


BMW’s 2 Series Convertible substitutes the outgoing 1 Series drop-top 
with more power, better economy and style to boot By Aaron Borrill 


T he BMW 2 Series Convertible 

joins the Coupe and Active Tourer 
as the third instalment in the 2 
Series line-up. On a global scale it’s 
been a pretty important car for 
BMW considering its predecessor 
was the best seller in the compact 
segment. It’s arguably the most attractive model in 
the line-up with wide, slim headlights and large air 
dams helping create a shark-like appearance. It’s 
athleticism is backed up by stocky rear haunches 
and a full-length shoulder line. 

Inside the sense of quality is undeniable. Not 
much has changed from the coupe in the way of 
architecture and switchgear layout but refinement 
is excellent. 

From a practical perspective the 2 Series trumps 
its predecessor owing to its larger proportions 
which have increased interior comfort however, 
those seated in the rear may still struggle for space 
depending on their size. Boot space has been 
increased by 10% over the outgoing model and the 
area between the cabin and the load area is 50% 
wider - a boon for transporting longer items. 

Despite the increase in dimensions the 2 Series 
convertible feels as agile as its coupe brother. The 
harder you drive it the smaller it becomes, 
shrinking around and instilling its driver with 


confidence. Scuttle shake is almost imperceptible 
thanks to improved torsional rigidity. This, together 
with the large helping of grip, nicely weighted 
steering and perfect 50:50 weight distribution, 
means the 2 Series delivers astounding handling 
compliance. While NVH levels have been minimised 
there’s still a fair bit of wind noise transmitted 
through the fabric top. Speaking of which, the roof 
mechanism can be closed or opened in 20seconds 
and up to speeds of 50kph. 

Three models will be available from launch - the 
M235i, 228i and 220i, the latter two of which 
share the same 2.0-litre turbocharged engine in 
different states of tune. We drove the 228i auto on 
the launch drive in Texas and came away 
thoroughly impressed by the performance and 
efficiency. Cranking out 180kW and 350Nm the 
228i has no trouble getting off the line and is able 
to accelerate from O-IOOkph in 6 seconds and top 
out at 250kph. 

Based on the brief launch drive the 2 Series 
Convertible is every bit as stylish, if not more 
alluring, than its chief rival the Audi A3 cabriolet. 

It’s a polished machine - dynamic and fun to drive 
- that provides more space for passengers and 
their luggage. Pricing starts at R490 501 for the 
entry-level 220i and climbs to R670 166 for the 
range-topping M235i auto. El 


BMW 228i 
CONVERTIBLE 
PRICE R545873 
ENGINE 1997cc,16v turbo, 
180kW@5000-6500rpm, 
350Nm @ 1 250-4800rpm 
TRANSMISSION Eight-speed 
automatic, rear-wheel drive 
SUSPENSION MacPherson 
strut front, multi-link rear 
LENGTH/WIDTH/HEIGHT 
4432/ 1774/ 1413 mm 
WEIGHT 1 535kg 
PERFORMANCE 6sec 
O-IOOkph, 250kph top speed, 
6.8E/100km, 154g/km 
ON SALE Now 


Y Fabric roof opens and 
closes in 25 seconds at 
speeds at up to 50kph 
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X-FIGHTER 

Takes the fight to BMW’s crossovers with ace new turbo motor, 
sharp dynamics and all the right angles. By Wayne Batty 



A If the US Army built 
a Stealth SUV, it’d look 
just like this, but in matte 
brown with a big block 
pushrod V8 


I »M TYPING AWAY on my phone at the 
2013 Frankfurt motor show. Alongside 
me is a wildly angular SUV concept that’s 
provoking loads of reaction. Not much of 
it is positive, but I tap in my verdict for 
TopCar’s show report and hit send... 

‘Amazingly, the crazy-origami Lexus 
LF-NX [concept] is growing on me. Yes, it 
is radically overwrought and too narrow 
for its height, but as a show car it’s 
loaded with cool details such as deeply 
sculptural tail-lights, ultra-slim headlamps, subtle 
crease lines on the C-pillar and double wheel arch 
bulges. Toned down, this could be very tasty indeed.’ 

Eighteen months later, I’m standing outside a 
hotel in Cape Town running my hand over the very 
tasty toned-down Lexus NX. This time, the reaction 
from fellow journalists is overwhelmingly positive. 
And so it should be as Lexus has fashioned an 
automotive rarity - the one where the production 
car is better than the concept. Better proportioned, 
with more cohesive surfacing, cleaner lines and less 


exaggerated details, the NX is a strikingly 
handsome vehicle. 

Like watching your neighbour’s gawky, gangly 
pre-teen daughter blossom over the years into a 
beautiful young lady, Lexus interiors have improved 
with each new model. And the cabin in the NX is no 
exception with a wonderful sense of sculpture, 
structure and considered design. From the power 
adjusted steering wheel and padded armrests to the 
NuLux man-made leather upholstered seats, it’s 
properly comfortable, too. Two major dash 
architecture advances are a touchpad with haptic 
feedback for operating the multimedia system 
that replaces the old no-joy mouse-stick and a 
display mounted on top of the dash, closer to the 
driver’s line-of-sight. Lexus Remote Touch, 
available on all but entry-level E spec, is a marked 
improvement... for the left-handed user. For the 
rest of us right-handers, a BMW iDrive-type rotary 
controller is still a more natural way to operate 
complex menu structures. 

Much easier to get to grips with, so to speak, are 
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Lexus NX 



LEXUS NX 200T EX 
PRICE R579900 
ENGINE 1 998cc, 16v, 4-cyl 
turbocharged petrol, 
175kW@4800-5600rpm, 
350Nm @ 1 650-4000rpm 
TRANSMISSION 6-speed 
automatic, all-wheel drive 
SUSPENSION MacPherson-type 
strut front, double wishbone rear 
LENGTH/WIDTH/HEIGHT 
4630/1 845/1 630mm 
WEIGHT 1 755-1 860kg 
PERFORMANCE 7.1 sec 
O-IOOkph, 200kph, 7.9^/100km, 
184g/km C02 
ON SALE Now 



Pushing this bold new Lexus along is a brand new 
2.0-litre petrol engine. It’s the company’s first 

turbocharged motor and it’s a twin-scroll peach. 
Packed with tech such as a wider range of 
inlet timing variation giving it the ability to 
switch between more efficient Atkinson or 
the conventional Otto cycle. Fuel is 
supplied by either direct- or port injection 
for optimum combustion. The result is an 
engine that while not explosive isn’t laggy 
either, delivering 175kW and 350Nm in a 
smooth and cultured manner. Electronic govern the 
torque split between the axles, shifting as much as 
50 per cent to the rear axle when required. Best of 
all it doesn’t sound like a diesel at lower revs. If 
you’ve driven a 28i Beemer you’ll know what I mean. 
Quite surprisingly, the only transmission on offer 
bar the (still to be driven) 300h Hybrid’s CVT is a 
six-speed auto. What, only six? In the face of nine- 
speeders everywhere, six turns out to be plenty. It’s 
not the fastest shifting gearbox around, but it is 
smooth and very perceptive. All NX models get 
Drive Mode Select (Eco, Normal or Sport) to tailor 
steering, gearbox and engine responses to taste, 
with an additional Sport-i- mode in the F-Sport 
version that works in tandem with that car’s 
30-stage adaptive damping suspension system. E 
and EX cars employ fixed-rate dampers for the 
MacPherson strut front, double wishbone rear 
set-up. Apart from a firmish ride that, without the 
F-Sport’s adaptive suspension, can feel a mite 
unsettled over some surfaces the NX is hard to 
fault. It steers, goes and handles as well as any 
crossover in the class, has both alluring and 
arresting style and from R539 900 for E, R579 900 
for EX and R659 900 for F-Sport offers better 
value than the equivalent Germans. Looks like 
Lexus got all its angles just right. El 


the touch-sensitive switches for the overhead cabin 
lights - no fumbling around in the dark for a tiny knob. 

There’s also likely to be no complaints from the 
cushy, reclining back seats either with ample head-, 
leg- and knee room on offer, too. 

As we’ve come to expect from Lexus you won’t 
spend hours either on the line or at the dealer trying 
to spec your new car as even the entry-level E 
model is pretty comprehensively equipped with 
dual-zone climate control, powered front seats 
including Smart Entry, eight-speaker audio, 
Bluetooth, 7.1-inch multimedia display screen, LEDs 
for low beam, DRLs and tail-lights, cruise control, 
touch-sensitive cockpit lighting and gearshift 
paddles on the multifunction steering wheel. EX 
spec adds a rain sensor, heated front seats, Lexus 
Remote Touch, satnav, reverse camera, park 
sensors and 18-inch alloys. 

Topline F-Sport grade starts with a few visual 
enhancements comprising mesh for the ‘spindle’ 
grille, F-Sport specific rims, gloss black detailing 
around the rear lamps and side mirrors, full-LED 
headlights and a sunroof. Muggier, sportier and 
ventilated seats in two-tone leather are the main 
interior additions. 



Angular facia mixes metallic finishes with 
beautifully crafted soft-touch materials 
with contrast-colour top stitching. 

F-Sport swaps NuLux -covered pews for 
sportier, two-tone leather items 
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BMWX6 


BRAWN AGAIN 


Lighter, bigger and faster, the new X6 
gears up to take on forthcoming rivals 
from Jaguar and Mercedes-Benz. 

By Angus Thompson 




CS Bar the transmission 
tunnel’s raised sides, it’s 
mostly all X5 in here - no 
bad thing 


BMWX6 XDRIVESOi 
PRICE R1 163000 
ENGINE 4395CC V8 32v, twin 
turbo, 330kW@5500rpm, 
650Nm@2000-4500rpm 
TRANSMISSION Eight-speed 
Steptronic sport transmission, 
all-wheel drive 

SUSPENSION Double wishbone 
front, multilink rear, optional air 
suspension 

LENGTH/WIDTH/HEIGHT 

4909/1 989/1 702mm 

WEIGhfT2170kg 
PERFORMANCE 4.8sec 
O-IOOkph, 250kph, 9.7-e/IOOkm, 
227g/km C02 

ON SALE Now 


T he best thing about being first to 
market is that you develop a market 
niche that no one knew existed or, in the 
case of the X6, even knew they wanted. 
With over 260 000 X6s sold around the 
world since 2006, the sportier version of the X5 
has both pioneered and largely dominated the 
Sports Activity Vehicle (SAV) segment in larger 
markets such as China, Europe and the US. Despite 
this success you’ll still find that most South Africans 
dismiss the X6 as pointless, believing there are 
more logical options in terms of performance and 
practicality for similar money. Local expectations 
from large, brutish SUVs has in the past been 
mostly centred around off-road capability - think 
Land Cruiser, Touareg and Range Rover. Both the 
first and latest generation of the X6 are still about 
as much use on treacherously muddy dirt roads as 
Chris Froome’s Pinarello. But with more of the 
country’s elite (read government officials and 
mining magnates) opting for an X6 over not only 
more rugged SUVs but also traditional luxury cars 
such as the 7 Series, S-Class and A8, it’s not 
surprising that Mercedes has just launched its own 
sports coupe crossover badged GLE 63 AMG. 
Jaguar too, looks to leverage Range Rover 
know-how to deliver an even more asphalt-focused 
option with its forthcoming F-Pace. 

For 2015, the new X6 features revised eight-speed 
auto transmissions, a new sports steering wheel with 
paddle-shifters, a high resolution information cluster, 
Bluetooth connectivity and new leather combinations 
as standard fare across the range. 

Overall dimensions see marginal increases, but 
ground clearance and wheelbase 
are unchanged at 212mm 
and 2 933mm 


respectively. Luggage 
capacity has also grown by 10 litres to 580 with the 
rear seats in place and by 75 litres to 1 525 with 
the seats folded flat. While the new X6 has shed 
around 75kg, you still feel its weight in the corners 
with noticeable roll and transition between turns. That 
said, it’s incredibly dynamic for its size. Owners can 
chose from a range of optional adaptive suspension 
systems from more comfort-orientated set-ups to 
more focused dynamic options with active roll 
stabilisers or a mix of both. 

While it takes a keen eye to distinguish the 
newcomer’s larger front air intakes, sharper bonnet 
lines and sportier front apron over the previous 
generation, the slim pillar design and aero work on 
the exterior design has seen the drag co efficient 
drop from 0.36Cd to 0.32Cd. Extended rear tail- 
lights and a wider rear window have also vastly 
improved rear visibility, with the interior exuding a 
luxurious driver-focused design with premium 
materials throughout. While M Sport (visual 
enhancements) and M Performance (visual and 
dynamic upgrades) packages are on offer now, the 
full monty X6 M goes on sale late March. The X6 
range starts with the 35i (R947500, 225kW, 
400Nm, 8.5L/100km) and 40d (R1 052500, 
230kW, 630Nm, 6.2L/100km) models. 

While the range-topping M50d (R1 327 000, 
280kW, 740Nm, 6.6L/100km) is sublime, I 
preferred the urgency of the 50i derivative 
(R1 163 000) with its 330kW power output, 650Nm 
of torque and 9.7L/100km average consumption. 
Unfortunately, as with most BMWs, you’re not likely 
to recover the initial expense of the majority of the 
tech-heavy options (Night Vision, Surround View, 
Head-Up Display and Drive Assist) come resale, but 
it’s clear that the X6 has upped its game. That said, 
Porsche’s Cayenne, particularly the GTS version, 
offers stronger residuals and even greater driver 
engagement dynamically. The competition in this 
market niche looks poised to get far hotter in the 
coming months. Watch this space^^ 



Korean Confucius Say. . . 


. . .company with good economy of scale will sell good economy car 
on big scale. But is this one any good? Ray Leathern investigates 


W HEN IT COMES to sensible 

hatchbacks, who truly did something 
first, whatever it was, hardly matters. 
What’s more important when 
launching a new car destined for mass-market 
consumption is not to upset the applecart too 
much. As far as the new i20 is concerned the 
Koreans can certainly pat themselves on the back 
for a job well done. Aesthetically, it’s an all-new car, 
cribbing the sort of blacked-out C-pillar you’ll find 
on a Jaguar XJ limo and sporting more hexagons 
on its re-moulded grille than a high school 
geometry lesson, but step inside and, 
disappointingly, it’s just as benign and flavourless 
as the old i20. 

Between 2009 and 2014 Hyundai cemented 
second position in the hotly contested B segment 
(with 16.5 per cent market share) behind the VW 
Polo (35 per cent) with its unassuming econobox. 
But that was before VW introduced TSI technology 
to the Polo. So what is Hyundai’s response to a B 
segment teeming with prize-fighting turbo hens? 
The answer, surprisingly, is very little. For now it 
soldiers on with the same spiritless 1.2 and 1.4 
MPI four-pots as before. 

Not only that, the interior ambience is just as 
grey and bland as ever, there’s actually less head 
and leg room for rear passengers and there’s one 
litre less stowage space in the boot. Where’s the 
progress? In fact, the new i20 is a little bit lower 
and shorter than its predecessor and Hyundai says 
this makes it ‘tighter’ and sportier to drive. Except 
it isn’t really. On a launch route which took in Cape 
Town’s immaculate surfaced, entertainingly 
cambered Clarence Drive, the i20 failed to inspire. 


Even at the coast the 74kW/133Nm 1.4 went about 
its business in a straightforward but unremarkable 
way. The power steering has apparently been 
recalibrated, as have the front and rear suspension 
setups, and to some extent it does feel easier to 
steer and more supple on the road, but a lack of 
urgency on throttle and absence of dynamism on 
turn-in feels much as before. 

At least there’s the standard 5-year/1 50 000km 
warranty and 3-year/60 000km service plan (on 
the 1.4) to consider. Perhaps the next generation 
1.0-litre turbo engines with gutsier torque delivery 
will direct-inject some pizzazz into the i20 and 
deliver on that promise of a sportier drive. 
Meanwhile, if you want a more urgent no-nonsense 
Korean hatchback, look for a pre-owned 1.6 i20 in 
good condition. Hyundai discontinued the 1.6 with 
the previous i20 facelift. Not only does it pack a 
meaty 96kW/155Nm, it’s more spacious in the 
rear, and an extra litre of boot space can’t be a bad 
thing, surely? BS 


HYUNDAI 1201.4 
FLUID M/T 
PRICE R204900 
ENGINE 1 398cc, 16v, 4cyl 
petrol, 74kW @ 6000rpm, 
133Nm @ 3500rpm 
TRANSMISSION 6-speed 
manual, front-wheel drive 
SUSPENSION MacPherson 
strut front, torsion beam rear 
LENGTH/WIDTH/HEIGHT 
4045/1 720/1 455mm 
WEIGHT 1 175kg 
PERFORMANCE 11.6secs 
O-IOOkph, 182kph top speed, 
6.5^/100km, 147g/km 
ON SALE Now 
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Mercedes-Benz B-Class 


RAISING THE BAR 

With the recent offensive by BMW and its all-new 2 Series Active 
Tourer, the refreshed Mercedes-Benz B-Class couldn’t have arrived 
at a better time. By Aaron Borrill 



0-100kph in 6.8- and 8.3seconds respectively. Our 
pick of the range is the highly versatile B220 GDI. 
Not only does it deliver impressive performance 
levels, its planet friendly 4.1 ^/1 00km at 1 1 1g/km 
of C02 means there’s no emission tax penalty. 

All very good yes, but how’s the B-Class in terms 
of interior space and handling? Well, life inside is 
pretty good from a passenger and driver 
perspective. Head-, leg- and shoulder room is more 
than commodious and comfort is of a high standard 
particularly for rear passengers. Out on the road 
the B-Class delivers a solid feel and stays planted 
and true on all surfaces. The MacPherson strut 
front and multi-link rear suspension configuration 
supplies good pliancy over bumpier surfaces and 
the general feel is one of comfort rather than 
outright sportiness. This doesn’t mean the B-Class 
can’t corner with any sense of conviction - it’s 
pretty planted through the twisties and the steering 
is accurate and well weighted. 

Overall the facelifted B-Class is a great car. It 
looks good, handles well and delivers a fine 
balance between performance and efficiency. The 
true test however, comes in the form of the recently 
launched BMW 2 Series Active Tourer. Whether or 
not the Beemer has what it takes to steal market 
share away from the B-Class only time with tell - 
but I reckon the B-Class is still the segment 
yardstick. Prices start from R389 736. ca 


MERC B220 CDI 
PRICE R448000 
ENGINE 2 143cc, 4cyl 
turbodiesel, 130kW @ 3600rpm, 
350Nm @ 1 400-3400rpm 
TRANSMISSION 
Seven-speed dual-clutch auto, 
front-wheel drive 
SUSPENSION MacPherson 
strut front, multi-link rear 
LENGTH/WIDTH/HEIGHT 
4393/ 1736 /I 553 mm 
WEIGhfT 1 505kg 
PERFORMANCE 3.3sec 
O-IOOkph, 224kph top speed, 
41^/1 00km, 107g/km 
ON SALE Now 


y The exterior has been tweaked to fit 
in with Merc’s continuously evolving 
design language. The result is a 
stylish and refined tourer 


I T^S NO SECRET the B-Class has 
celebrated huge success overseas, 
especially in Germany where it’s the maker’s 
second most popular car after the C-Class. 
While the first interpretation never really 
took off here in SA the second-generation 
certainly intrigued the market with its bold 
aesthetics, streamlined interior and significantly 
better handling characteristics - a result no doubt 
owing to the MRA platform that also underpins 
A-Class, GLA and CLA models. 

So what’s new? Firstly it’s undergone a notable 
facelift to keep it in line with the firm’s latest 
evolutionary nuances to its design language. As 
such it benefits from a new front bumper 
arrangement complete with wider air dams and 
DRL headlamps. The rear end has also received 
some attention including a new rear bumper and 
chrome strip. Inside, things are all very premium. 
The refreshed interior gets new instrumentation 
dials, a larger 8-inch freestanding display unit and 
Garmin satnav. Three design and equipment lines 
comprise the model line-up: Style, Urban and AMG 
Line, each of which features a number of 
distinctive exterior and interior details. The Night, 
Exclusive and AMG Exclusive packages build on 
these and provide more scope for individualisation. 

Engine-wise you can choose from a selection of 
petrol and diesel offerings, all of which feature 
turbocharging and are available in various states of 
tune. Those with a performance bent will be 
pleased to know there are powerful 
155kW/350Nm B250 petrol and 130kW/350Nm 
B220 CDI models, which accelerate from 
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Ford launches yet another impressive product, but will the Blue Oval have 
the brand cachet to make an impact in a segment owned by the Germans? 


REMEMBER THE MONDEO? No? Well, you re 
probably not alone in that regard as Ford’s 
‘non-premium’ executive sedan never enjoyed the 
sales success it deserved in South Africa. While the 
Mondeo ticked many boxes against rivals Passat, 
Accord and Volvo’s S40 at the time - selling well in 
both European and US markets - it failed to 
generate the same brand pull (or status) as the 
bigger-selling premium German brands locally. But 
much has changed in the last five years and Ford’s 
sales volumes have grown by over 50% from 2010 
to 2014, buoyed by a strong product offensive 
spearheaded by the Fiesta, Ranger, EcoSport and 
Kuga. But while the Ranger sells almost 3000 units 
a month, it’s in the premium end of the sedan 
market where Ford’s new flagship must compete. 
That means going toe-to-toe with the Germans. 

Let’s face it, with the exception of the aging Audi 
A4, both the BMW 3 Series and the Mercedes- 
Benz’s C-Class are renowned for quality, but with 
pricey option lists, they don’t always represent the 
best value. While the big three represent over 75% 
of segment sales, not everyone wants to drive the 
same car as everyone else. Honda’s Accord was 
always the underrated, educated buy in the 
segment, but sadly the same can’t be said for the 
latest version. Jaguar’s XE (see our exclusive first 
drive on page 84) should be the model to set the 
cat among the premium pigeons in the coming 
months, while Lexus continues to impress with its 
IS. So how does the new Mondeo, which has been 
badged a Fusion locally (both are built of the same 
production line in Valencia, Spain), stack up against 
not only the ‘non premium’ Passat, Mazda6 and 
Accord, but also against the segment’s German 
leaders? Very well, in fact. It will surprise most with 
its refinement, torsional stiffness, solid build quality, 
premium feel, huge interior, massive boot and 
cosseting ride quality. And don’t forget the silky, 
frugal nature of the three powertrains on offer: 1.5- 


and 2.0-litre Ecoboost petrols and 2.0 TDCi) as well 
as a long list of technical features including LED 
adaptive headlights. Active Park assist, reversing 
camera, adaptive cruise control, collision assist with 
HUD and traffic sign recognition. 

Driving home the Fusion’s value proposition. Ford 
SA compared the spec levels of its 2.0 Ecoboost 
derivative priced at R424 900 with the equivalent 
BMW 320i auto at R452 847. Optioned to match the 
Fusion, the BMW’s asking price rises to just under 
R510 000 - an R85000 premium. When compared 
to the less powerful Honda Accord 2.4 at R471 300, 
the Ford is R46 000 more affordable and offers a 
higher level of standard specification. Allied to our 
positive first impressions behind the wheel, we feel 
the Fusion deserves to sell far more than its 
predecessor. Priced from R349 900 for the 1 .5 
Ecoboost to R449 900 for the range-topping 2.0 
TDCi model, the Fusion is very competitively priced 
and its introduction represents a bold move in 
today’s tough economic climate. Its sales figures 
should provide a real acid test as to how much the 
value and perception of the brand has evolved in 
relation to the market’s premium offerings. Look out 
for a full road test next month. ANGUS THOMPSON 


FORD FUSION 2.0 
ECOBOOST TITANIUM 
PRICE R424900 
ENGINE 1998cc4cyl, turbo, 
177kW@5300rpm, 
340Nm @ 2300-4900rpm 
TRANSMISSION Six-speed 
automatic, front-wheel drive 
SUSPENSION MacPherson 
strut front, multi-link rear 
LENGTH/WIDTH/HEIGHT 
4369/1 910/1 473mm 
WEIGHT 1 534kg 
PERFORMANCE 
7.9sec0-100kph,240kph, 
3.5L/100km, 137g/C02 
ON SALE Now 


Y The Fusion’s intuitive 
SYNC 2 system features 
an eight-inch colour 
touchscreen with 
Bluetooth connectivity, 
USB and SD card ports 
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ROAD TEST 

Volkswagen Up 



CITY LIFE 


Volkswagen goes back to 
its original recipe with the 
low-cost, fun-to-drive Up. 
Will it be as big a hit as the 
CitiGolf? 

WORDS AARON BORRILL 

PHOTOGRAPHY PEET MOCKE 


A h yes, remember the 

Volkswagen CitiGolf? Its diminutive 
proportions and sporty demeanour 
made it a massively popular choice 
among students and first-time 
buyers owing to its affordability and 
versatility. However, when Volkswagen’s bigwigs 
announced its demise back in 2009 the entry point 
into VW ownership spiked with the introduction of 
the newer and, crucially, safer Polo Vivo. While this 
model was a far better choice, particularly from a 
safety perspective, its price point put it just out of 
reach of lesser earners. The VW Up on the other 
hand is aggressively priced to appeal to a far larger 
audience slotting in below the Polo Vivo as VWSA’s 
cheapest offering. However, don’t be put off by its 
budget badging because it’s every bit as pleasing 
and fun to drive as its stablemates. 

Micro machine 

Visually the Up follows the same city car blueprint 
as the C1/107/Aygo - it just looks better. At just 
over 3.5m in length it’s one of the smallest four- 
seaters available. The short front and rear 
overhangs result in a stubby front nose, flat rear end 
and relatively large glasshouse. Still it’s an affable- 
looking machine made more impressive by the bug- 
eyed headlamps. Tornado Red paint and contrasting 
black glass tailgate. The visual fanfare can however 
be further boosted by a number optional extras 
such as a panoramic sunroof, fog lamps and 15-inch 
Waffle alloy wheels - all of which are non- 
negotiable if it’s that exclusive look that you’re after. ► 
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Upmarket cabin 

Thanks largely to its long wheelbase and forward- 
mounted engine with cooling system packaged 
alongside, there’s loads of space inside the car. 
While the large doors and setback B-pillar give the 
illusion of a miniscule rear compartment, space is 
sufficient for all occupants. The 251-litre boot is 
also larger than that of its adversaries and can 
increase to 951 litres when the rear seats are 
folded. Even though certain bits and pieces have 
been pilfered from the VW parts bin the cabin has a 
decidedly upmarket feel and is of a notably better 
quality than many rivals. Look around and you’ll 
notice several touches that hark back to the original 
CitiGolf. These whispers include the exposed door 
frames and the box-like forward-set dashboard. 

Despite lacking a multi-function steering wheel 
our range-topping ‘Move Up’ model is pretty well 
equipped and subsequently gets electric windows, 
aircon, central locking, heated electric mirrors, 
power-steering, daytime running lights, four 
airbags, ISOFIX attachment points and a CD/MP3 
sound system. A Bluetooth phone/music kit is a 
R3 177 option. 

Little nipper 

Considering its mite-like 1.0-litre 3-potter you’d 
expect the Up to be a bit of letdown in the 


performance department but it feels sprightly 
enough at the coast when driven with enthusiasm. 
The engine produces 55kW and 93Nm of torque 
but its low 819kg kerbweight means it’s able to 
produce the same sort of acceleration as a Renault 
Clio 0.9-litre turbo. According to the spec sheet VW 
claims a 13.2-second O-IOOkph sprint time but, in 
reality, we were only able to register a 15sec pass. 
Still, this shouldn’t detract from what is a superb 
little engine - full of character with the typical 
thrummy 3-cylinder soundtrack underscoring the 
combustion process. It’s fully capable of reaching 
the quoted 171kph top speed but does become 
notably less eager to accelerate when the speedo 
needle moves into triple digits. You’ll need to dial in 
a good dose of revs to get it going from pull away 
but the engine spins freely all the way to the 
6 200 rpm red line. Cur quarter-mile time of 20.1 Is 
reflects this sentiment. However, the upshot to such 
a small powerplant is prudent fuel economy and 
emissions. No matter how hard I drove it the fuel 
consumption never moved past 5.8L/100km. In fact, 
over the 80km economy route a figure of just 
5.1L/100km was registered - fractionally off the 
claimed 4.7L/100km. 

Despite the front disc/rear drum combination the 
Up comes standard with ABS and needs just 2.94sec 
in 33m to come to a complete halt from lOOkph. 

Sticks like glue 

A MacPherson strut front, torsion beam rear set-up 
in partnership with the optional 15-inch wheels 
offers a reasonable ride quality and pretty 
impressive handling manners. Tuck it into a corner; 
feed in some power and the Up holds true as it 
clings to the road surface like a limpet to a rock. It 
really is fun to drive through tight corners and its 
compact dimensions means it lends itself perfectly 
for navigating city streets and tight parking yards. 
The steering is good - diligent, quick at 2.9 turns 
lock-lock and with adequate assistance. A small 
turning circle makes it particularly good for darting 
in and out of traffic. Parking sensors - part of an 



A Quirky, affable and modern 
- the Volkswagen Up will 
appeal to a broad audience 
with its extroverted styling 
and fun-to-drive nature 
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ROAD TEST 

Volkswagen Up 



optional Driver package (R3 500) that also includes 
cruise control and a multifunction display - makes 
parking even easier. 


Two thumbs up? 

The Volkswagen Up is just what the doctor ordered 
- an affordable and stylish vehicle that will appeal 
to the masses in much the same way the CitiGolf 
did before it. Despite the three-door configuration it 
will still attract young families and first-time buyers 
wanting to purchase their very first new vehicle. Add 
to that the superior levels of standard safety kit, a 
five star euroNCAP rating, low running costs and 
the driver enjoyment factor, and the Volkswagen Up 
is hard to beat. While it’s by no means a status 
symbol it’s more a stepping stone into the real 
world, just like the CitiGolf many of us drove as 
students. VWSA is aiming to sell between 250-300 
Ups per month, which seems a little modest 
considering its value and potential popularity. At 
R133 500 for the entry-level Take Up’ model or 
R140 500 for the model you see here, there’s 
nothing as polished in the segment. In fact it’s Polo 
Vivo rather than the Up’s genuine rivals that should 
be worried as to how it performs on local soil. After 
all, the Up is the newer car by some margin. We give 
it two thumbs up. ca 


MEET THE RIVALS 

CITROEN Cl VTi 82 FEEL 

KIA PICANTO 1.2 EX 

PRICE |R 168900 ENGINE | 

1 199cc3cyl petrol, 60kW@ 
5750rpm, 116Nm@ 

2750rpm 

TRANSMISSION 1 5-speed 
manual, FWD 

STATS IllsecO-IOOkph, 

170kph, 4.3L/100km, 99g/km 

PRICE |R 143 995 ENGINE | 

1 248cc 4cyl petrol, 

65kW@ eOOOrpm, 120Nm@ 
4000rpm 

TRANSMISSION 1 5-speed 
manual, FWD 

STATS |12.9.sec 0-1 OOkph, 
leOkph, 5.1L/100km, 119g/km 







OUR CHOICE: We’ve long lauded the Kia Picanto as the 
segment’s best buy for its build quality, spec list and value. The Up is 
just as impressive but has greater visual appeal. 


VOLKSWAGEN MOVE UP 



Displacement 
Bore X stroke 


74.5mm x 
76.4mm 


DIMENSIONS, WEIGHT & CAPACITIES 


Length Width Height Wheelbase 


Compression ratio 


3540mm j 1641mm | 1489mm 


2420mm 


Power (kW) 

Torque (Nm) 

Power-to-weight ratio 
Fuel supply 


55kW@ 

6200rpm 

95Nm@ 

3000-4300rpm 

67kW/tonne 
Multipoint injection 


Ground clearance 
Kerbweight 
Seating capacity 
Luggage space 
Utility space 
Fuel tank size 


144mm 

819kg 

5 

251f 

951f 

35t 


Recommended fuel 
TRANSMISSION 


Five-speed manual 

1st 2nd 3rd 4tl 

3.54 189 126 0.8 

1 5th R 

15 0.71 3.63 

Final drive 

3.133 

CHASSIS & BODY 



Layout 

Front engine, 

Body/frame 

front-wheel drive 
Steel, monocoque 

Drag coefficient (Cd) 

0.26 

Brakes front 

Ventilated disc 

Brakes rear 

Drums 

Wheels 

15 -inch alloys 

Tyres 

Continental Conti 

Steering 

Premium Contact, 
185/55 R15 

Rack and pinion, 

Steering ratio 

power assisted 

n/a 

Turns lock to lock 

2.9 

Turning circle 

n/a 

Suspension 

MacPherson strut 


front, torsion 
beam rear 

PRICING 


List price 

R 140 500 

Price as tested 

R 159 000 

Standard equipment 



Electric windows, aircon, central locking, 
heated electric mirrors, power-steering, 
daytime running lights, four airbags, ISOFIX 
attachment points and a CD/MP3 sound 
system 

Optional equipment as fitted 

15-inch Waffle alloys (R3000), Sound 
package: 4 speakers in front + 2 wide band 
speakers in rear (R800), Driver package 
(cruise control, rear park distance control 
and multi-function display - R3500), Winter 
package (heated front seats & front fog 
lights - R3200), panoramic sunroof 
(R8000) 


SAFETY 


ABS, four airbags, ISOFIX attachment 
points, high-mounted third brake lamp, 
central locking, immobiliser 


WARRANTY/SERVICING 

Warranty 


3-year/120000km 


Service plan 


Service intervals 


TEST RESULTS 

IT 1 ^ 

ACCELERATION A ') 

Speed 

0-60kph 

0-80kph 

0-1 OOkph 

0-120kph 

Quarter mile 

Top Speed 

Speedo calibration 
(120kph/error) 

Time (sec) 

6.36 

9.66 

15.49 

n/a 

20.1Lsec/110.6kph 

171kph 

117kph - 2.4% 

OVERTAKING _ _ | 

Speed 

■ Time (sec) 

60-1 OOkph 

1 20.29 

80-120kph 

1 22.71 

BRAKING 1 

Ave. speed to zero 

H Time/distance 

lOO-Okph 

1 2.94sec/33.5m 

FUEL ECONOMY I 

Claimed 


Urban cycle 

■ 4.0f/100km 

Extra-urban cycle 

1 5.9f/100km 

Combined cycle 

■ 4.7f/100km 

C02 emissions 

1 108g/km 

Actual 

■ 

Test route 

■ 80km 

Consumption 

1 5.1f/100km 

Cruising range 

1 686km 

TEST CONDITIONS 1 

Odometer reading 

■ 1875km 

Temperature 

B 22degC 

Wind 

B Calm 

Location 

B Ki Harney Raceway 


SUBJECTIVE 


AVE. SCORE PER CATEGORY OUT OF 10 

Driver enjoyment 

7 ® 

Engine 

6 

Gearbox 

6 

Steering 

6 

Brakes 

7 

Ride 

7 

Handling 

7 

Exterior styling 

7.5 

Interior styling 

8 

Seats 

6 

Luggage space/utility 

5 

Ergonomics/controls 

7 

Value for money rating 

7.5 

OVERALL PERCENTAGE 

67% 
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Citroen’ s city car has changed quite a bit over the last decade, exchanging 
modesty for a new Gallic extroversion. Will it strike a chord with the 

supermini in-crowd? 

WORDS RAY LEATHERN | PHOTOGRAPHY DESMOND LOUW 





ROAD TEST 

Citroen Cl Airscape 


AN WE ALL agree that Pepe Le Pew, the 
lovable French skunk from the Merrie Melodie 
series of cartoons, is the stereotypical French 
cartoon character? Strolling around Paris in the 
springtime without a care in the world, his soul 
motivation - like any true Frenchman - is to 
find love. As the story goes his advances on 
Penelope Pussycat - a black cat with a white stripe (often 
humorously painted on by accident) - are always scuppered by his 
malodorous scent and general unwillingness to take no for an 
answer. Granted, by today’s standards you might say Pepe’s 
behaviour borders on sexual harassment, but trust me, if ever a car 
embodied the same won’t-take-no-for-an-answer character it has 
to be the new Cl. 

On paper, replacing the popular city car was always going to be 
a challenge for Citroen. The previous generation Cl was touted as 
a paradigm shift in urban mobility courtesy of its slender 
dimensions and budget-minded packaging. And we all know new 
cars are more often than not made bigger, wider with more kit on 
the inside and larger capacity engines than their predecessors to 
satisfy focus groups. Which would surely fly in the face of Cl’s 
original ethos? 

Exterior 

Crucially, any temptation to increase dimensions has been resisted 
by Citroen. Cverall length has increased by 26mm but the width 
and height is fractionally reduced and this means kerbweight is 
largely unchanged - which plays into its hands as far as 
driveability and economy goes. Instead, Citroen has made a few 
brave choices in the exterior styling department, incorporating 


some must-have cues from the previous C1 but otherwise going in 
a completely new direction. The vertically aligned LED DLRs are a 
nice contemporary touch, working with the large lower air dam to 
add visual width. The split headlight arrangement a la Nissan Juke 
consumes most of the vehicle’s front fenders, giving the 
impression the Cl has eyes on the side of its head. Black side 
mirrors, dark windscreen pillars and tinted rear windows add an air 
of sophistication. The ‘red zebra’ pattern on the B-pillar (mirrored 
inside on the seats) helps discern the front and rear doors (yes, it 
is a five-door) and speeds attention toward the back end with its 
single-piece glass tailgate (hat-tip to the previous C1) and 3D- 
effect square tail lamps. Despite all this, aesthetically, it still isn’t 
exactly an instant crowd-puller. Even factoring the bright ‘sunrise 
red’ paint job, few passers-by pay it much mind 

Interior 

Inside, the new C1 begins to make a compelling case for itself. 
Undergoing a transformation from the thrifty interior of its 
predecessor, the dashboard features quality materials punctuated 
by a centre console in body colour that does a great rendition of 
Edvard Munch’s The Scream. The same cannot be said for the 
coarse interior door panels that wouldn’t feel out of place in a 
budget-centric offering like a Toyota Etios. However, the rest of 
the interior is spot-on for a sassy supermini. The 7-inch 
touchscreen interface now controls all your in-car entertainment 
needs; the steering wheel with black-gloss inserts has satellite 
audio controls; comfortable two-piece seats appear to take 
sartorial direction from Paul Smith with their ‘red zebra’ pattern; a 
196-litre boot (up from 139 litres) benefits from a 50/50 rear seat 
split to increase overall capacity to 780 litres, and at the flick of ► 




ROAD TEST 

Citroen Cl Airscape 



A Airscape POV of C1’s 
cabin. Quirky? For sure. 
The last word in quality? 
Not so much 

^ Some must-have style 
cues carried over from the 
original. Shapes recurrent 
inside and out 


switch you can make the already spacious interior 
even more so by sliding back the electrically 
operated fabric roof. But be warned, despite 
Citroen’s best efforts to eliminate wind bluster, 
should you chose to retract the ‘bunny chow’ roof, 
your ability to hold a conversation with passengers 
or hear the radio over the wind noise goes out the 
roof at the same time. Hapless rear seat 
passengers, where the air takes its greatest toll on 
the roofless hatchback, will emerge looking like 
dishevelled Howard Sterns. 

Performance 

With the roof closed the impression you gain is of 
praiseworthy refinement. This car is remarkably 



quiet, which is not something that could be said of 
the previous Cl. At turnover and idle there is no 
mistaking this is a three-cylinder engine. Vibrations 
permeate the cabin, despite the employment of a 
counter-rotating balancer shaft. An engine 
displacement of 1 199cc is good for 61 kW at 
5 500rpm and 116Nm at an easily accessible 
2 750rpm. Other powerplants may muster more 
power and torque but the VTi triple feels eager and 
spins easily. Making it purrrr all the way to the 
redline is not difficult even if tracking its progress 
on the miniscule LCD rev counter, that sits on the 
side of the instrument binnacle like an afterthought, 
is. On the move the five-speed manual gearbox is 
smooth and effortless, if a little imprecise in throw, 
but the fair amount of torque and light weight means 
progress off the line is stress-free and can feel 
pretty rapid at times if you’re generous with the 
throttle. Of course it isn’t actually rapid, Citroen only 
claims an 11-second sprint to lOOkph and we 
recorded a best time of 1 1 .8sec, but tractability 





CITROEN Cl VTI 82 AIRSCAPE FEEL 


shows a marked improvement over the strangled 
1.0-litre that came before it. The undisputed upside 
to the Cl’s improved engine and lightweight body is 
fuel economy of 4.3£/100 km and C02 emissions of 
just 99g/km. 

Handling 

Building up speed and maintaining it around corners 
is the where the fun in driving the little C1 is to be 
found. Although chassis, suspension, steering and 
brakes do not deviate significantly from the previous 
car, Citroen claims to have tinkered with the set-up 
by making the rear axle lighter and giving it a larger 
diameter anti-roll bar. However, the car’s naturally 
compact dimensions mean it’s about as square as it 
is long, and that deserves the most credit for 
delivering fun, failsafe handling on its well-sized 
15-inch rubber. The power assisted steering is 
predictably light and vague for a small Citroen but 
road-holding is surprising the moment you tip the 
little Frenchie into a bend carrying ambitious entry 
speed. The downside to the gung-ho agility is a lack 
of high-speed ride refinement, but slack off to a 
more leisurely pace and you’ll be rewarded with a 
more sophisticated ride. Hill start assist, ABS, EBD, 
six airbags and ESC mark an impressive array of 
standard safety equipment for a supermini. 

Verdict 

In summation, despite the original being a tough 
act to follow, Citroen has successfully reinvented 
its popular supermini. Still clever in concept and 
on-point in execution, the new vehicle truly offers 
upmarket content and quality. It’s also more 
economical, easier on the environment and more 
fun to drive than before. Our only reservations are 
the price which at R197 600 is turbo Opel Adam 
money and the distinctive styling which risks 
potential buyers turning their noses up at it - like 
Penelope Pussycat after an encounter with Pepe. 
That said, the Cl will appeal more to niche 
customers rather than large audiences as its steep 
asking price and extroverted aesthetics may not be 


to everyone’s taste. 33 

MEET THE RIVALS 

FIAT 500 C 1.2 POP 

VOLKSWAGEN 

1.0 TAKE UP 



PRICE |R21 6400 ENGINE | 

1 1 99cc 4cyl petrol, 51 kW@ 
5500rpm, 102Nm @ OOOOrpm 

TRANSMISSION 1 5-speed 
manual, FWD 

STATS |12.9sec 0-1 OOkph, 
leOkph, 5.U/100km, 119g/km 

PRICE |R 140 500 ENGINE | 

998cc 3cyl petrol, 55kW@ 
5500rpm, 93Nm @ 3000rpm 

TRANSMISSION 1 5-speed 
manual, FWD 

STATS |13.2sec 0-1 OOkph, 
171kph,4.7€/100km, 108g/km 


OUR CHOICE: Pricier, retro-themed Fiat also offers rollback soft-top 
thrills but styling is too ‘cute’ for most. We’d forego the wind-in-the-hair 
aspect for the fun factor and quality of the VW Up with enough money left 
over to tick all the option boxes from 1 6in rims to panoramic sunroof. 





List price 
Price as tested 

Standard equipment 

LED daytime running lights, automatic 
lights, trip computer, height-adjustable 
steering wheel, 1 2 volt socket, front electric 
windows, automatic air conditioning, 
reversing camera, rear 50/50 split/folding 
seats, DAB digital radio/MP3 audio system 
with 4 speakers, USB socket and steering 
mounted controls, 7-inch touch screen 

Optional equipment as fitted 

Sunrise red paint (R900), metallic paint 
(R1 800) 


SAFETY 


ABS with EBD and Emergency Braking, 
Electronic Stability Control, Hill Start Assist, 
Driver and front passenger lateral and 
curtain airbags, seat belt pre-tensioners 
with force-limiters, unfastened seat belt 
warning for all seats, immobiliser, rear 
ISOFIX mounting points, speed limiter, 
remote central locking 


WARRANTY/SERVICING 

1 

Warranty 

3-year/lOOOOOkm 

Service plan 

4-year/60000km 
(optional 
- R12500) 

Service intervals 

15000km 



DIMENSIONS, WEIGHT & CAPACITIES I 

Length Width Height 

Wheelbase 

3466mm | 1615mm | 1460mm 

2340mm 

Ground clearance 

120mm 

Kerbweight 

956kg 

Seating capacity 

5 

Luggage space 

196t 

Utility space 

780t 

Fuel tank size 

35t 


TEST RESULTS 

IT 1 ^ 

ACCELERATION V ') 

Speed 

0-60kph 

0-80kph 

0-1 OOkph 

0-120kph 

Quarter mile 

Top Speed 

Speedo calibration 
(120kph/error) 

Time (sec) 

5.03 

7.79 

11.88 

17.49 

18.29sec/122.2kph 

170kph 

lllkph - 7.5% 

OVERTAKING _ _ | 

Speed 

■ Time (sec) 

60-1 OOkph 

1 8.08 

80-120kph 

1 8.22 

BRAKING 1 

Ave. speed to zero 

H Time/distance 

lOO-Okph 

1 2.94sec/38m 

FUEL ECONOMY I 

Claimed 


Urban cycle 

■ 5.4t/100km 

Extra-urban cycle 

1 3.7t/100km 

Combined cycle 

1 4.3t/100km 

C02 emissions 

1 99q/km 

Actual 

■ 

Test route 

■ 80km 

Consumption 

1 5.9t/100km 

Cruising range 

1 592km 

TEST CONDITIONS 1 

Odometer reading 

■ 1852km 

Temperature 

B 20degC 

Wind 

B Calm 

Location 

B Ki Harney Raceway 


SUBJECTIVE 


AVE. SCORE PER CATEGORY OUT OF 10 Vw/l 

Driver enjoyment 

7 ^ 

Engine 

6.5 

Gearbox 

6 

Steering 

6 

Brakes 

7 

Ride 

6.5 

Handling 

7 

Exterior styling 

5 

Interior styling 

6.5 

Seats 

7 

Luggage space/utility 

6 

Ergonomics/controls 

7 

Value for money rating 

4.5 

OVERALL PERCENTAGE 

62% 
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SPORTSMAN’S 

WAREHOUSE 

An injection of sporty style turns VW’s load-lugging Caddy into 
a strangely desirable lifestyle vehicle 

WORDS WAYNE BATTY | PHOTOGRAPHY DESMOND LOUW 
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D eciding what car fits into which 

category nowadays is car bodystyle 
classification: genius level. Once-simple 
sedan, estate and hatchback genres have 
become so interwoven they resemble 
macrame by blindfolded drunkards. 
Regardless, if certain manufacturers can somehow make 
a business case for a sports coupe off-roader or a coupe- 
cum-hatchwagon why not try a family panelvan crossover? 
Welcome to the world of Volkswagen’s Cross Caddy. 


THE RIGHT EQUIPMENT 

She’s hooked though when I slide back the 
door to reveal the double-volume living area 
of second-row seats and the warehouse of a 
boot. Up front, the facia could have been lifted from any 


FINDING FORM 


Successfully merging the curvaceous roofline of a coupe 
with the pragmatic dimensions of an estate is one thing, 
turning a commercial vehicle into a more broadly desirable 
family car is far trickier. This is the heaviest burden the 
Cross Caddy must bear. Like a Polo that ate all the pies 
before contracting a hideous swelling disease, its 
proportions were never supposed to please the eye, but to 
swallow a small German village’s daily allotment of letters 
and parcels or a batch of Bops ‘n Harley craft beer 
instead. It’s a shape that cannot disguise its original 
purpose. Even the striking 17-inch Canyon alloys, silver 
roof rails, protective black cladding and faux bash 
plate aren’t fooling anyone. That tall roof and 
cheap-to-repair old-school tail-lights mark it 
out as a commercial convert. 

‘What are you delivering?’ asks my 
12-year-old daughter as I alight from the 
expansive depths of the Cross Caddy’s cabin 
after parking it on my driveway for the first tin 
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ROAD TEST 

Volkswagen Cross Caddy 



Giveaways though, are the tough plastics and the 
massive storage area above your head. Generally 
sombre hues are lifted by two-tone, heated seats 
and colour-coded door cards. Comfort and 
practicality lord it over luxury in here. As you’d 
expect the driving position and seat foam density 
have been optimised for high-mileage driving. 
Forward visibility is superb but wide B-pillars, 
high-set second-row windows and stadium seating 
create significant blind spots. Large side mirrors are 
a mixed blessing, too. 

There’s just one Cross Caddy model and VW has 
equipped it well. Aircon, cruise control, electric 
windows up front (manual sliders in the back), light 
and rain sensors, heated front seats, multi-function 
steering wheel plus six-speaker audio unit with 
Aux-in and Bluetooth are all standard. Safety hasn’t 
been neglected either and includes four airbags, 
ESP, hill hold, ABS and traction control. 

As expected, oddment storage is excellent with 
lidded cubbies, trays and drawers littered 
throughout, consequently, you’re never left 
wondering where to place your board wax, 
sunglasses or triple-shot lattes. 

Before even beginning to fiddle with the folding, 
tipping and removable second row seats, boot 
capacity measures 750 litres to the roof. Leave just 
the two front seats in place and it balloons to 3030 


A Privacy glass and an all- 
black dash and facia mean 
it’s pretty sombre in here, 
lifted only by two-tone seats 
and door panels 



A Want oddball style and 
need real space to unlock 
your sporting lifstyle? VW 
reckons it has the key 


litres. Access to the rearmost compartment, via a 
massive top-hinged door, is exceptional with a low 
loading height aided by the full-size alloy spare 
being mounted so low. Crucially, it’s only accessible 
from outside the car and is pretty well hidden, but 
still, don’t tell the wheel nickers. 

PERSONAL BEST 

We’re big fans of Volkswagen’s 2.0TDI motor. Even 
in this lower-spec 81kW guise, the self-igniter 
impresses with relative refinement and astonishing 
efficiency. Although the official combined cycle 
claim is 5.7L/100km, trip returns in the high fours 
were a regular occurrence during our two-week 
test. And this without the obvious advantages of a 
sixth gear. As for the five-speed manual gearbox, 
decent shift quality and well-weighted pedals mean 
cog-swapping is no chore. The only gripe concerns 
torque early on in the rev range. With 250Nm of 
max twist available between 1 500 and 2 500rpm, 
the engine’s only really happy from 1 500rpm 
up, making it prone to stalling on occasion 
when approaching a stop street while 
still in a high gear. It’s not a biggie 
though and is easily avoided by 
keeping the engine in its sweet 
spot. Also to be avoided is a drag 
race; the Cross Caddy we tested 
took almost 13.5 seconds to get 
to lOOkph. 


DRIVING OFF THE TEE 

With diesel drive, a tallish centre of gravity and leaf 
spring rear suspension, fast cornering was never 
going to be this vehicle’s forte. Still, much like a golf 
kart being driven in anger can be surprisingly handy, 
not to mention fun, so the Cross Caddy riding on 
205/50 R17 tyres offers bags of grip to keep you 
out of bunkers. Despite the low profiles’ 
uncompromising nature over anything larger than a 
green place-marker, general ride quality is better 
than you might expect from a commercially derived 
vehicle. The hard bounce you get from an unladen 
bakkie doesn’t feature, and you don’t get a workout 
steering it either. Unlike other ‘Cross’ models, 
Volkswagen has not opted to raise the ride height 
here - ground clearance remains 146mm, so it’s 
best to keep it on the fairway. Alright, enough with 
the golf references. At freeway speeds, wind noise 
becomes a factor, no doubt the large side mirrors 
and tall roof are the main culprits. 

Most will agree that driving a well-sorted van is 
fun. Perhaps it’s the driving position, the 
commanding view ahead or the surprised faces of 
fellow road users - as they’re passed by Postman 
Pat’s German cousin Heinz - that puts a smile on 
your face. Whatever it is, we’re happy the Cross 
Caddy exists, but not that sure who will buy it. 

THE SCORECARD 

What exactly motivated VW to spot the tiny gap in its 
range for the Cross Caddy? Yes, it does offer much 
more space than either Tiguan or Touran, but so does 
a regular Caddy. The ‘cross’ aspect’s larger, fancier 
rims and lower profile rubber allied to an unchanged 
ride height makes it merely a styling exercise - a 
costlier (at R340 600), funkier range-topper. 

Either you’re an eternally young surfer who needs 
the board space and individual style and couldn’t 
find a SoCal Woody in good nick, or you’ve got to 
really want a spruced-up five-seater panel van to 
buy the Cross Caddy. If that’s you, then you’ll be 
buying the best one on the market. Relatively fun to 
drive, extremely frugal, bloody capacious and, in the 
Viper Green paint option, truly distinctive. 171 


MEET THE RIVALS 


FIATDOBLO 

NISSAN NV200 COMBI 

PANORAMA 1.6 MULTIJET 

1.5DCI VISIA 


PRICEIR321990 ENGINE | 

1 598cc 4cyl turbodiesel, 
77kW@ 4000rpm, 

290Nm@ 1 500rpm 

TRANSMISSION 1 6-speed 
manual, FWD 

STATS|13.4sec0-100kph, 
164kph, 5.5F/100km, 145g/km 


PRICE I R303900 ENGINE | 

1 461 cc 4cyl turbodiesel, 
66kW@ 4000rpm, 

200Nm@ 1 750rpm 

TRANSMISSION 1 5-speed 
manual, FWD 

STATS I n/aO-IOOkph, n/a kph, 
5.1 F/1 00km, 134g/km 



OUR CHOICE: There are loads of capacious, diesel-engined vans 
to choose from though none feature the ‘Cross’ effect and therefore 
lack the Caddy’s ultimate appeal. 


VOLKSWAGEN CROSS CADDY 


SPECIHCATIONS 



List price R 340 600 

Price as tested R348450 

Standard equipment 

Aircon; heated front seats; rain-sensing 
wipers; 6-speaker system with radio/CD 
MP3, AUX and Bluetooth; electric front 
windows remote central locking; cruise 
control; powered and heated side mirrors 

Optional equipment as fitted 

Metallic paint (R3 700), rear park sensors 
(R4150) 


ABS, EBD, EBA, traction and stability 
control, hill hold, four airbags, daytime 
running lights, ISOFIX child-seat fixings, 
front and rear fog lamps 


WARRANTY/SERVICING 


Warranty 
Service plan 
Service intervals 


3-year/120000km 

Optional 

15000km 



DIMENSIONS, WEIGHT & CAPACITIES 

Length Width Height 

Wheelbase 

4428mm | 1794mm | 1856mm 

2681mm 

Ground clearance 

146mm 

Kerbweight 

1401kg 

Seating capacity 

5 

Luggage space 

750t 

Utility space 

3030t 

Fuel tank size 

o 

CD 


TEST RESULTS 

ACCELERATION 

■ 

Speed 

0-60kph 

0-80kph 

O-IOOkph 

0-120kph 

Quarter mile 

Top Speed 

Speedo calibration 
(120kph/error) 

■ Time (sec) 

1 5.28 

1 8.94 

1 13.45 

1 n/a 

1 18.92sec/115kph 

1 170kph 

1 117kph - 2.4% 

OVERTAKING _ _ | 

Speed 

■ Time (sec) 

60-100kph 

1 9.65 

80-120kph 

1 10.99 

BRAKING I 

Ave. speed to zero 

H Time/distance 

100-0kph 

1 3.13sec/37m 

FUEL ECONOMY I 

Claimed 


Urban cycle 

■ 6.9f/100km 

Extra-urban cycle 

1 5.0t/100km 

Combined cycle 

1 5.7f/100km 

C02 emissions 

1 149q/km 

Actual 

■ 

Test route 

■ 80km 

Consumption 

1 6.1t/100km 

Cruising range 

1 983km 

TEST CONDITIONS I 

Odometer reading 

■ 4920km 

Temperature 

B 20degC 

Wind 

B Calm 

Location 

B Ki Harney Raceway 


SUBJECTIVE 


AVE. SCORE PER CATEGORY OUT OF 10 '^f\\ R 

Driver enjoyment 

6 * 

Engine 

7.5 

Gearbox 

7 

Steering 

7 

Brakes 

7 

Ride 

7.5 

Handling 

6 

Exterior styling 

7.5 

Interior styling 

6 

Seats 

8 

Luggage space/utility 

9 

Ergonomics/controls 

7 

Value for money rating 

6 

OVERALL PERCENTAGE 

70% 
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It’s just a Toyota 
Corolla in the same 
way that a 325is is 
Just an E30 3 Series 



E86 



BOX OF TRICKS 

The frumpy hatch that loves to slide 


THE AE86 COROLLA is Toyota’s 
equivalent of the very special BMW 
E30 325is - a pretty unassuming 
model elevated to greatness by back- 
to-basics performance engineering 
under the skin. You’d be tempted 
to assume the AE86’s 
ascension from boxy shopper 
to drift legend was by 
accident not design, if it 
Y wasn’t for the 50:50 weight 
distribution, standard-fit 
limited-slip differential 
and impossible-to-break 
1.6-litre DOHC 4A-GE 
engine sending 94kW to 
the rear wheels. The 
" . names too were a clue 


- few family hatches get called 
Thunder (Trueno, the pop-up 
headlight Sprinter version) and 
Lightning (Levin, the fixed-lamp 
Corolla). 

Like all the best Japanese 
performance legends, the Hachi-Roku 
(Eight-Six) built its reputation on the 
heady combination of high-rev 
resilience and vaporised rubber, a 
recipe Toyota tried to update for the 
21st century with the skinny-tyred, 
back-to-basics 86. Far faster, 
naturally, the new car nevertheless 
can’t match the incredible delicacy 
and balance of the original, a machine 
that goes unchallenged in its ability to 
make so much of so little. 


Ceauty 

TOYOTA’S 

E-TYPE 



AN INDUSTRIAL CURIOSITY; 

a limited edition Japanese car. 
And of the mere 357 2000GTs 
built, two were hand-made soft- 
tops for the 1967 Bond film You 
Only Live Twice. 007’s Toyota 
might have originated in Shizuoka 
but it was, at least superficially, a 
shameless copy of Coventry’s 
Jaguar E-Type. These were, after 
all, the days when the Japanese 
still had an insecure grip on either 
intellectual property or creative 
autonomy. The backstory of the 


2000GT complicates its pedigree. 
It was begun as a project by 
Yamaha who tried to sell it to 
Datsun, failed, then sold it to 
conservative Toyota. Its engine 
block was truck-based, but gifted 
with sophisticated Yamaha 
cylinder heads. Styling was by 
Graf Albrecht von Goertz, a 
German exotic who had once 
worked in the US for the 
flamboyant Raymond Loewy and 
who had earlier drawn the BMW 
507. 


The GT has lascivious curves, 
erotic orifices and fascinating 
louvres. Goertz also provided 
Porsche with early models for the 
911 and helped Datsun create the 
240Z. Such are the interbred 
complexities of the global motor 
trade. But it was the Toyota 
2000GT - rare, idiosyncratic, 
sophisticated and beautiful - that, 
with a little steer from Bond, 
shook and stirred the world with 
the potential of the Japanese 
automobile industry. 


Exactly 30 years 
later Toyota would 
send forth the only 
mildly less 
attractive Prius... 
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IVIC TYPE R 


HARD-CHARGING HATCHES 

Fun, fast and rock-solid, that’s the Civic Type R legacy 


ALTHOUGH ALL THREE of the Civic 

models used as starting points for the 
three Type Rs were available in SA in 
cooking form, only the last, FN2 model 
was officially sold here. That’s a great pity 
as the second-gen version (EPS) aka the 
breadvan was a cracker. As per other cars 
with this unflattering nickname - the Z3 
M Coupe, that one-off Bizzarrini Ferrari 
- it’s a term born of affection for the 
unlikely alliance of functional looks and 
serious speed. Launched in 2001, the 
EPS Civic Type R beat rivals on pace and 


price, while also offering useful space and 
typical Honda reliability. A real one-car 
solution for the enthusiast family. 

The big draw was - and still is - the 
sublime and oh-so-Honda drivetrain. 
You’ve got to keep the revs up to make 
the most of that 147kW VTEC 2.0-litre 
four, but that’s no strain when the engine 
lives to nuzzle the limiter and the 
gearlever, which sits on the dash just 
inches from the wheel, race-car-style, 
controls a sublime shift linkage. The 
steering’s not so finessed, but there’s 


grip, dartiness and negligible body roll. 

The succeeding FN2 model kept largely 
the same engine and gearbox, but 
wrapped them up in NASA styling. Sadly, 
the passage of time brought an inevitable 
weight increase and compromised rear 
suspension, though the reduction in purity 
and hurtling enthusiasm was later 
countered by the Championship White 
edition and the ultra-expensive but 
breathtaking 177kW Mugen, with its 
bespoke engine, composite bodywork and 
full-race bucket seats. 



SECOND- 
GENERATION 
EP3, 2001 -2005 


Engine: 

1998CC, 147kW, 
197Nm 

Performance: 6.8sec 
O-IOOkph, 235kph 



THIRD- 
GENERATION 
FN2, 2007-2011 


Engine: 

1998CC, 147kW, 
193Nm 

Performance: 6.6sec 
0-100kph, 235kph 



THIRD- 
GENERATION 
FN2 MUGEN 


Engine: 

1998CC, 177kW, 
213Nm 

Performance: 6sec 
0-100kph, 241 kph 
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IMPREZA ■■ LANCER 



Evolution 
(CD9A) beats. 
Impreza to i 
market by two" 
months. 4G63 
2.0-litre turbo, 
4wd. RS and 
GSR variants 
get 1 84kW / 
308Nm 


1992 


Evoll(CE9A) 
gets upgraded 
suspension, 
aero and 
1 92kW, 
309Nm engine. 


New pistons 
boost Evo III 
(CE9A) Lancer 
to 1 98kW; 
aero optimised. 
Makinen wins 
WRC. 



1995 


EvolV(CN9A) 
brings Active Yaw 
Control and new 
turbo/intercooler 
for206kW 
and 353Nm 
- suspiciously 
bang on Japan’s 
self-imposed 
limit... 


Evo V debuts 
with wider track, 
Brembos and 
206kW/373Nm 
Makinen 
secures 
third title. 
Mitsubishi bags 
manufacturer 
championship. 


Evo VI 
launches, 
largely as V, but 
with tweaked 
aero for WRC 
regs. Makinen 
wins again. 


1999 



Evo IX; 2.0 L 
4G63 engine 
has MIVEC 
and new turbo 
boosting power 
to214kW 




Evo X is 
all-new and 
features five- 
speed manual 
and six-speed 
dual-clutch 
’boxes. 


2008 


EvoX Concept 
Final edition 
is announced 
with 353kW 
via five-speed 
manual ’box. 



1994 1996 1998 2000 2002 2005 2007 2010 2014 



Impreza (GC8) 
launches 
in Japan. 

EJ20 2.0-litre 
flat-four makes 
1 77kW in 
turbocharged 
WRXtrim. 


Japan enjoys 
184kW 
WRX STI 
and hardcore 
202kWWRX 
STI Type RA. 


Colin McRae 

Subaru wins third 


RB5 Impreza 

wins WRC, 

manufacturer’s 


celebrates 

defying team 

title on Sanremo 


Richard Burns 

orders. Fierce 

rally. Celebrates 

22B, the ultimate 

signing to 

rivalry with Carlos 

with 333 Terzo 

Impreza, gets 

Subaru; 444 

Sainz secures 

editions. 

Peter Stevens 

built. WR Sport 

manufacturer 


bodywork. 

pack adds 

title. 200 Series j 

^ II ijiijM 

209kW 2.2-litre 

Prodrive ECU, 

McRae road cars* 


engine, faster 

upgraded 

built to celebrate. 


rack and 

exhaust and 



- adjustable wing. 

intercooler, piping 



424 produced. 

for 1 77kW. 


WR Sport 
pack ups 
162kWto 
1 83kW. 
Burns wins 
WRC. 


Solberg wins 
last WRC 
before Loeb 
era. STI- 
based WR1 
with 235kW 
and 2.5-litre 
engine 
celebrates. 



Third-gen 
Impreza. Name 
and boot go 
AWOL; now 
simply WRX 
(1 68kW)orSTI 
(221 kW). 




Subaru brings 
back saloon, 
offers 235kW 
and 250kW 
upgrades. 


Fourth- 
generation 
WRX STI 
returns. 

221 kW from 
2.5 litres. Slain 
by Golf R. 




IMPREZA vs LANCER 


WRC pedigree, 
serious tech, the 
performance to 
slay supercars... 
and some really 
big intercoolers 


N G I N E S TOUGH AND TUNEABLE 


The world’s most 
distinctive engine noise, 
handy weight distribution 
and low vibration - the 
clever boxer configuration 
has been central to almost 
every major Subaru model 
since the 1000 landed 
almost half a century ago. 
That was a meek 997cc 
four with 40kW, but since 
then we’ve had 298kW 
Imprezas. 


Legendarily tough and good 
for 746kW in the hands of 
tuners, Nissan’s straight-six RB 
engine was versatile enough to 
haul the Patrol mudplugger 
through swamps and help the 
GT-R demolish the V8 
competition at Bathurst. Most 
famous is the RB26DETT 
fitted to the GT-R between 
1989 and 2002, a 2.6-litre unit 
with six individual throttle 
bodies. 


At a time when British sports 
car engines were all cast iron 
and pushrods, and all done by 
4500rpm, Honda was busy with 
a crazy 356cc four with twin 
overhead cams and 
1 0Obhp-per-litre performance. 
That S360 sports car never 
happened, but the incredible 
S600 and S800 did. So did the 
T500 miniature truck - imagine 
a Daihatsu Highjet Pickup with 
a 9000rpm redline. 
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On the eve of Honda’s return, a look back at Japan’s FI (mis)adventures 


1960S HONDA BLAZES A TRAIL 

Honda paved the way for Japanese 
manufacturers in Formula One. Just one 
year after launching its first road car, the 
company entered FI at the 1964 German 
Grand Prix with its own car, the RA271. 
Success came relatively quickly, with Richie 
Ginther winning the ’65 Mexican Grand Prix, 
and a second victory followed at Monza in 
’67. But the project was nipped in the bud 
just one year later, following the death of Jo 
Schlesser in the tricky RA302. 

1 980S TH E G LORY YEARS 

Honda returned to FI in 1983 as an 
engine supplier. The company’s 
powerplants became the benchmark over 
the next decade, its major successes - 69 
race victories - coming with McLaren 
(44), Williams(23) and Lotus (2). They 
took six consecutive constructors’ titles 
(four with McLaren, two with Williams) and 
five consecutive drivers’ titles (one apiece 
for Piquet and Prost, three for Senna), 
before withdrawing from the sport at the 
end of ’92. 

1990S YAMAHA’S FRUSTRATIONS 

Yamaha makes bikes, right? And electric 


pianos. But for the majority of the ’90s they 
also made Formula One engines, albeit not 
great ones. They started out with Zakspeed 
in ’89, but the V12-powered cars qualified 
only twice, and the story didn’t get much 
better with Jordan, Brabham and Tyrrell in 
the years that followed. It was only with 
Arrows in ’97, their final season of FI 
competition, that Yamaha became 
respectable. Damon Hill was en route to 
victory in Hungary until a R5 washer let go 
and he was forced to coast home in second 
place - a race that summed up Yamaha’s 
eight-year involvement in FI. 

2000S SPENDING WITHOUT 
REWARD 

Whatever the reasons - geography, 
mentality or just bad luck - the Japanese 
haven’t succeeded as manufacturer teams. 
Honda stepped up to full ownership of BAR 
in 2004, but the team won only one race, in 
2006, before eventually withdrawing from 
FI at the end of 2008. Toyota fared even 
worse. They spent close to $400m a year 
for eight years (2002-2009) and failed to 
win any of their 139 races. Five second 
places were the high points, but they called 
a halt to the embarrassment at the end of 
2009, exactly a year after Honda pulled out. 


Eight full seasons for 
Toyota (2002-2009) and 
five for Honda (2004-2008) 
- just one win between 
them to show for it 


24-valve twin-turbo 
straight-six is easily 
tuned to 336kW and 
beyond 


^1 BIG SPENDING, MIXED SUCCESS. . . 


SMART 

BOMB 

Brainy, brawny Skyline R34 is a 
third the price of a new GT-R 


THE CURRENT R35 GT R does not 
merely stand atop a pile of trophy parts 
harvested from the shattered and broken 
remains of defeated establishment rivals, it 
leans heavily upon the legacy of five 
generations of Skyline GT-R, Nissan’s 
flagship performance product since 1969. 
The last Skyline GT-R was the R34. It was 
- and in many ways still is - an 
astonishingly fast road car. 

You’d never call it pretty. But beneath that 
brutish bonnet lies a 2.6-litre twin-turbo 
straight-six of immense potential, which 
explains why it’s almost impossible to find 
an unmolested example. V-Spec models, 
which stands for Victory Specification, 
included firmer suspension, an even more 


fiendishly complex electronic four-wheel- 
drive system than standard and an active 
limited-slip differential at the back. 

Empowered by myriad go-faster 
electronic assistants, to drive this car is to 
feel virtually invincible. The old-school 
turbocharging isn’t as immediate as that of 
a modern direct-injection marvel, but once 
the boost is building you’d be worrying 
about hanging on if it wasn’t for the 
immense capability so obviously evident in 
the chassis - and this 15 years after it first 
came to market. What’s more, despite all 
the bells and whistles, the R34 remains 
tactile and engaging, where the R35 is all 
blunt force trauma and cool, detached 
superiority. 




THE RETURN OF THE ICON 

Echoes of Japan’s previous conquering of Europe as Honda’s reborn upstart 
supercar offers LaFerrari tech for a tenth of the price. History repeating. . .? 

WORDS BEN MILLER | PHOTOGRAPHY JAMES LIPMAN 
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A Who’d have thought 
when Honda canned 
its FI adventure and 
dropped the NSX that 
both would rise again 
- as hybrids? 


B y accident or design, the return of the most 
important name in Japanese sports cars has an 
immaculate sense of timing about it, and no little 
symmetry. The original NSX was an aluminium- 
intensive mid-engined flagship that allied searing 
performance and immersive driver involvement with exemplary 
ease of use. It also came dusted with a little Formula 1 magic. 
Honda-powered Grand Prix cars were midway through a six-year 
spell of dominance, and Ayrton Senna helped hone the NSX’s 
driving dynamics. Now, 25 years later, and on the eve of Honda’s 
return to the F1 grid as an engine supplier - with a hybrid turbo 
V6 - the NSX is back; an aluminium-intensive mid-engined 
flagship (with hybrid turbo V6 power) that claims to ally searing 
performance and immersive driver involvement with exemplary 
ease of use. 

Will the new car have the impact of the original? The law of 
diminishing returns says not but is such a criteria for success fair, 
or even relevant? Acura (Honda’s luxury badge in the US) boss 


Mike Accavitti sees the new car’s remit thus: ‘The original NSX 
was successful because it brought new value to the market; it 
was a reliable, usable supercar. The new NSX offers 
technologies that are already available in the marketplace, but 
they’re available on the £650000 918 Porsche and the 
£1.2million LaFerrari. We’re offering similar technology at a much 
lower price point’ (around £100 000). 

Being far cheaper, the NSX naturally makes far less power 
than the aforementioned Europeans - ‘more than 410kW’ - but it 
makes more than it did just a couple of years ago. Developed by 
Honda R&D America under chief engineer Ted Klaus, the 
production-ready NSX is evolved from the 2012 concept car. 

That car had a transverse, naturally aspirated V6, which was 
quickly deemed not enough. Accavitti: ‘In the first third of the 
programme Ted’s team realised the powertrain was going to 
deliver good but not outstanding performance. They suggested a 
solution and they were given the go-ahead to change the 
configuration. Now the performance is astounding.’ 
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Quad exhausts for the V6. 
Adundance of intakes and vents 
bears testament to a hard-working 
powertrain and the challenge of 
keeping it cool. Ceramic brakes 
will be standard issue 


•TWEAKABLE 
TFT DISPLAY 

Interior is sparse, 
for an uncluttered, 
distraction-free cockpit. 
As with the original 
NSX, the objective is 
that the car gets out of 
the way of the driving. 
TFT instrument screen 
is reconfigured as 
you switch between 
modes. Cabin quality 
feels worthy of the car’s 
price point. Options as 
yet unconfirmed but 
expect myriad niceties 
inside and out with 
which to swell the 
basic price. 


• WHEEL OF 
COMFORT 

Rim of the oddly- 
shaped wheel has, if 
you believe the hype, 
been painstakingly 
sculpted to fit the 
human hand more 
comfortably, naturally 
and unobtrusively than 
anything previously 
fashioned by mankind. 
The implication is 
that steering’s quick 
enough to leave 
your hands in place, 
though project leader 
Ted Klaus is adamant 
it’s fast rather than 
nervous. 


• FUNCTIONAL 
NOT FLASH 

Prominent rotary 
mode selector scrolls 
between Quiet, Sport, 
Sport Plus and Track 
modes, recalibrating 
everything from 
cabin acoustics and 
damping rates to 
throttle response 
as it does so. The 
design of the dash and 
centre console was 
apparently inspired by 
the frames of Honda’s 
sports motorcycles, but 
the end result is on the 
safe side compared to 
wilder Italian rivals. 
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SLIM PILLARS 

The original car brought 
then-innovative levels of 
user-friendliness to the 
supercar. Half-decent 
all-round visibility - 
always a challenge with 
a mid-engined package 
- played a big part in 
that car’s impressive 
usability. The new car 
uses slim, high-strength 
steel A-pillars to help 
maximise the forward 
field of vision. Dash 
is claimed to be low 
too, again for more 
generous lines of the 
sight from the driver’s 
seat. 
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Y Crash regs 
perhaps rob it of 
some of its beauty, 
but then the originai 
NSX was no Miura 
either 


The heart of the powertrain is a longitudinal 
all-aluminium 75deg twin-turbo V6 of an 
all-aluminium, dry-sumped design. It drives 
the rear wheels via a nine-speed DCT 
transmission, its output augmented by three 
electric motors; one in the transmission 
housing and also driving the rear axle, and 
two up front, independently driving a wheel 
each. The powertrain’s battery sits low in the 
chassis, behind and between the seats, but 
while the NSX can be driven on electric 
power alone, it is not a plug-in and its silent 
range will be modest. As well as making the 
NSX four-wheel drive when required, the 
three-motor set-up also enables independent, 
brake-based torque vectoring - or Agile 
Handling Assist, in Honda parlance. 

Just as 2014’s hybrid FI powertrains 
heralded months of sleepless nights for the 
world’s best packaging engineers, so the 
NSX team spent no small part of the last 
three years shoehorning the car’s hybrid 
powertrain and its ancillaries into a shape the 
world - and Honda - had already decided it 
liked and didn’t want corrupted. 

As well as the big stuff (engine, gearbox, 
battery, motors) the NSX also finds space for 
no less than ten individual coolers, through 
which air must be fed and exhausted without 
compromising the carefully managed airflow 
so important to stability, particularly at speed. 
Klaus: ‘It’s been a tremendous challenge, to 
change the powertrain and re-think the heat 
management while also maintaining the 
styling motifs of the 2012 car.’ The 
production car is three inches longer than the 
concept and an inch wider. NSX 2.0 is bigger 
in every dimension than the original. 

The core of the new car is an aluminium- 
intensive spaceframe with strategic use of 
high-strength steel, notably in the slim 
A-pillar. ‘The result is expansive outward 
visibility with the necessary strength and 
rigidity,’ says Klaus. ‘The chassis is 
aluminium, as are the suspension 
components and some of the body panels. 
The rest of the body is in steel and composite 
SMC, with a carbonfibre floor panel for 


additional rigidity.’ 

If the new NSX steers like a pig it’ll be a 
shock, not least to Klaus - the car’s 
foundations were laid down with idealised 
weight distribution and a sweet chassis 
balance as the defining objectives. ‘One of 
the points we took away from the meeting we 
had with the team behind the original car was 
the idea of out-performing the car’s on-paper 
power-to-weight ratio. When you plot power- 
to-weight ratio and lap time, some vehicles 
out-perform that metric and some under- 
perform. With the NSX we intend to 
out-perform it - that’s our heritage. It starts 
with weight distribution - NSX has the lowest 
centre of gravity in its class.’ 

The suspension is aluminium double- 
wishbone all-round. The brakes are Brembo 
ceramics. The wheels are 19 x 8. bin at the 
front and 20 x 1 1 in at the rear. So far, so 
textbook supercar - it’s the detailing that 
Klaus and his team believe will set NSX 
apart. Take the front suspension geometry. 
‘There were challenges with the double- 
wishbone suspension, to ensure that the 
forces from the front twin motor units didn’t 
corrupt the steering. We arranged the 
suspension links such that there’s no 
toe-change and no loading due to the drive 
force, which might otherwise have corrupted 
the steering feel.’ 

As for the steering itself, Klaus promises 
confidence-boosting agility and stability 
rather than a 458-esque front end of 
fiendishly fast direction changes. ‘From our 
standpoint there are instances where the 
Ferrari’s steering characteristics give more 
sweat than smile. The Ferrari is wonderful 
- and it makes me happy just to be talking 
about Honda and Ferrari in the same 
sentence - but sometimes in the 458, for 
brief milliseconds, you’re left wondering if the 
car’s still attached to the road. That’s not 
what we’re going for. We want driver 
confidence. If that’s mundane, and if that 
goes against people’s expectations - that 
smiles come from fear - then the NSX will be 
sorely misunderstood.’ 
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It works to 
flatter your skill 
level, but you’ll 
go quicker if 
you’re a better 
driver’ 


Helping achieve this will be the Agile Handling Assist - 
‘Independent, pro-active, brake-based torque vectoring,’ 
Klaus explains. ‘The software understands the driver’s 
demands and looks at how well the car’s performing against 
the ideal cornering attitude. If there’s some deviation from 
that ideal then the system can slow the rear wheels 
independently and, thanks to the independent electric motors 
at the front, increase or decrease the torque at each front 
wheel. The key thing is that it’s pro-active. It’s not the kind of 
system where you’re really aware of it, ever. There’s no 
vibration, no sensation of high levels of longitudinal 
deceleration. It’s just quietly trimming the forces at each wheel.’ 

Klaus refutes suggestions that such technology dumbs 
down the driving experience. ‘It works to flatter your skill 
level, but you’ll go quicker if you’re a better driver. If you’re 
steering skilfully the car will be able to use AHA to maintain 
or increase forward momentum. With a driver making less 
skilful inputs, AHA will work harder to stabilise the vehicle, 
so there’ll be less speed through the corner.’ 

The Suzuka circuit has helped both generations of the 
NSX. Klaus reckons the new car shines through the fast 
and technical esses that define the first third of the lap. ‘It 
gives you a lot of authority to adjust your line with the 
throttle and, more importantly, you’re able to build up 
forward momentum earlier than in a traditional vehicle, and 
really cut through the apex with more speed. And whether 
you’re on the throttle or off, the torque vectoring gives you 
the direct response you need while keeping in check any 
over-rotation.’ 

Peer inside and the NSX’s interior is snug, elegant and 
devoid of any extrovert design drama. ‘We wanted this 
wonderful interior we’ve worked so hard to make to disappear 
from your consciousness as you drive,’ says Klaus. ‘The 
instrument panel is very simple. All the controls are on the 
centre console, there’s a prominent gauge cluster, to give you 
all the feedback you might need, and then we really tried to 
get out of the way.’ A prominent central rotary control switches 
between drive modes: electric-centric Quiet, the default Sport, 
Sport Plus and Track. These modes will adjust the usual 
parameters; acoustics, suspension, powertrain, steering and, 
potentially, the response of the electro-servo brakes. 

Just as the new NSX was developed in the US (Honda 
Japan was heavily involved, not least on the powertrain), so 
it will be built there, in a purpose-built Ohio facility. 
Production will begin around September this year, by which 
time we’ll also know how Honda’s other great 2015 
comeback has panned out. ca 
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•TWIN FRONT 
MOTORS 

Independent front 
e-motors give four- 
wheel-drive traction 
off the line, help 
bring about limited 
electric-only running 
and play a key 
role in the torque 
vectoring system, 
applying positive 
and negative torque 
as required to keep 
the car on-line and 
driving forward. 


• T-SHAPED 
BATTERY 

Hybrid powertrains 
ask that you choose 
between decent 
electric-only range 
or a smaller battery. 
NSX team has gone 
for the latter. Indeed 
Track mode rations 
electric assistance 
under acceleration 
in order to provide 
consistent 
performance lap 
after lap. 


• TWIN-TURBO 
UPGRADE 

V6 was switched 
from transverse 
to a longitudinal 
orientation, and 
gained twin turbos 
as the performance 
goalposts were 
moved. Dry-sumped 
for an ultra-low 
centre of gravtiy, the 
engine’s not much 
to look at - plastic 
covers lurk beneath 
the rear glass. 


• NINE-SPEED 
HONDA DOT 

Sole transmission 
option is a paddle- 
shift DCT. Sweet- 
shifting manual was 
a big part of the 
original’s appeal, 
but the new car’s 
lofty performance 
aspirations didn’t 
leave room for any 
rose-tinted, stick- 
shifting nostalgia. 
Rear e-motor sits in 
gearbox housing. 
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Eau Rouge at Eau Rouge; 
the Belgians are going to 
demand royalties 


(In 

A WEIRD 
WORLD OF 
POCKET 
ROCKETS 


THE 4-DOOR GT-R 


TAKE A REGULAR Q50 saloon, 
sold as the latest Skyline in Japan, 
rip out the engine and transmission 
and replace it with a twin-turbo 
3.8-litre V6 from the GT-R driving all 
four wheels through a seven-speed 
torque-converter automatic. While 
you’re at it, redesign the front 
bodywork to fit and feed that motor 
and to look cool, too. For the record, 
the Infiniti Q50 Eau Rouge musters a 
healthy 412kW and 600Nm which 


Infiniti predicts will be enough for a 
sub-4. Osec 0-100kph time, and a top 
speed of around 290kph. Sure it 
doesn’t use the GT-R’s six-speed 
dual-clutch auto but that seems in 
keeping with the Q50’s less hardcore 
brief than Nissan’s ‘Godzilla’. Though 
it’s just a prototype that may or may 
not go on sale some time in 2016, a 
four-door GT-R for the school run is 
exactly the kind of performance car 
we expect from the Japanese. 



SERIOUS 

TIN-TOPS 

EVEN IF YOU think you haven’t 
heard of the Japanese Grand Touring 
Car Championship, or Super GT, as it 
became in 2005, if you’ve ever laid 
your hands on a PlayStation, there’s a 
good chance you’ve thrashed a 
Pennzoil Nismo GT-R, or Castrol- 
liveried Supra to Gran Turismo glory. 

As it did in Europe, the demise of 
Group C racing in the early 1990s led 
to a switch to more production-like 
racers in Japan, with an — 

emphasis on delivering 
the closest racing 
possible. 

Cars run in either 
SOObhp (224kW) or 
500bhp (373kW) 


classes with 
engine restrictors 
and the fastest drivers 
are forced to run with 
ballast to keep the title fight 
open until the last lap. 

The Super GT series recently 
downsized from naturally-aspirated 
V8s to turbocharged 2.0 fours, to 
better reflect the road car world, and 
announced shared regulations with 
the DTM series to create a global 
Class One class, potentially opening 
the door to some thrilling 
international racing. 




MOMENT OF 
MADNESS 


A wild-sliding Lexus 
with steering feel? 
Celebrating the 
glorious LFA 
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DESIGNED, LIKE ITALY^S scooters, 
to mobilise the post-war Japanese 
people, the first Kei cars were limited to 
2.8m in length and engines of no more 
than 150cc. Six decades later, the lower 
taxes, frugal dimensions and tiny 
footprints mean the sector is still 
booming: Kei cars accounted for 40 per 
cent of Japanese registrations in 2013. 
But The New York Times recently 
reported that the government and car 
industry were reducing tax incentives to 
wean buyers off their K addictions, so 
that carmakers could focus on 
producing more export-friendly metal. 
End of a very small era? 


FOUR VERY SPECIAL KEIS: 



AUTOZAM AZ-1 

Funky mid-engined 
two-seater from 
1992 with gullwing 
doors, a 657cc 
turbocharged triple 
and a peak power 
output bang on the 
48kW maximum. 


SUZUKI 

CAPPUCINO 

Front-engined rear- 
drive two-seater 
with removable 
roof panels. Type- 
approved and sold 
in the UK between 
1 993 and 1 995. 


HONDA S660 

Following in the 
footsteps of the 
Beat, the mid- 
engined S660 
appeared at the 
201 3 Tokyo Show 
and was mooted for 
production this year. 




DAIHATSU 
CUORE 
AVANZATO 
TR-XX R4 

Tiny in all but name, 
4x4 Avanzato was 
a late ’90s pocket 
Evo that could hit 
1 0Okph in 8.8sec. 



THE LFASUMS up everything we love 
about Japanese cars in one berserk slab 
of carbonfibre. Apart from the bent L on 
its bonnet, there’s precious little in 
common with the genteel saloons Lexus 
had spent the previous two decades 
building. How on earth did dull old Toyota 
manage to slip a mega-money supercar 
into showrooms alongside a Yaris? 

In this bipolarity lies the secret appeal 
of Japanese car makers. There’s often - 
to western eyes - an unpredictable 
schizophrenia at their core: one minute 
they’re building mind-numbingly 
desensitised white goods, the next a 
scintillating sports car that feels like it 
hails from Maranello in Italy, not 
Motomachi in Yokohama. 

It’s hard to believe the LFA was first 
unveiled a decade ago, floated as a flight 


of fancy at the Detroit auto show in 2005. 
This car’s gestation would have baffled 
obstetricians, for the concepts came thick 
and fast over a full five years; Lexus even 
had to facelift the show cars in the end. 

Revisiting the LFA in 2015 is still an 
exercise in shock and awe. It lurks low 
and menacing, unlike any muted LS 
limousine or RX hybrid. Only archaic 
satnav and ageing switches scattered 
around a huge transmission tunnel betray 
its age, and there’s so much carbonfibre 
you worry you may have personally 
deleted a whole box from the periodic 
table. 

After a convoluted start procedure all 
hell breaks loose under the bonnet and 
the 4.8-litre V10 wakes from its slumber, 
confirming that this has nothing at all to 
do with the genes of a Corolla. Its vocal 


range is extraordinary, all bark and cackle 
even at lower revs, peaking with an 
addictive scream that reminds you of this 
lump’s one-time FI connection. Finger- 
pleasing aluminium paddles ram home the 
next gear for the car’s 412kW to demolish 
all over again. It’s so rev-happy it’ll hit its 
QOOOrpm redline from rest in 0.6 sec, 
Lexus claimed, and amidst today’s 
turbochargery it stands as a celebration 
of natural aspiration. 

Spearing towards the next corner, 
marvelling at the Lotussy ride quality, 
wondering how the pin-sharp steering can 
be so feelsome where an LS’s obscures 
every last nuance of Tarmac from the 
driver, the LFA rams the message home 
loud and clear - Toyota really can still do 
it. We just wish they’d give us more 
reasons like this to truly believe. 


A Think turbos 
have it aii? LFA’s 
normaiiy-aspirated 
VI 0 begs to differ 



Mk4 is proof that less remains more 

WORDS CHRIS CHILTON | PHOTOGRAPHY JOHN WYCHERLEY 
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Y Low, light and 
mass-centralised, 
Mk4 MX-5 shines 
on twisty stuff. As 
ever, it could use a 
little more power 


A QUARTER OF A century ago, Mazda 

rescued the sports car from irrelevance. We 
hadn’t grown out of love with the idea of an 
affordable rear-drive two-seater, after all, 
only the dated, unreliable British-built 
reality. Twenty-five years, and almost one million units 
later, we’re in Barcelona to drive the latest MX-5, a 
ground-up, clean-sheet refresh, against a backdrop of 
sales badly wounded by the recession and shifting 
tastes. In the late-1970s we ditched sports cars for then 
new-fangled hot hatches. This time it’s pseudo-sporty 
SUVs. Can the MX-5 save the genus a second time? 

There’s promise in Mazda’s insistence that this fourth 
generation car owes more to the first than the last. 
Despite accommodating a quarter century of advances 
in technology and comfort - and the expectation of 
both - the new MX-5 is, at 3915mm long, actually 
shorter than the 1989 original. The even better news is 
that it’s very nearly as light. A quoted kerb weight of 
1000kg is simply mindblowing, even if, as is almost 
certain, it turns out to be nearer 1050kg. This isn’t 
some stripped trackday machine, or carbon-bodied 
millionaire’s toy. It’s a mostly-steel sports 
car in full street trim that is likely to sell 
for hot hatch money when it arrives 
here in the third quarter. Exactly 
which end of the hot-hatch segment 
we’ll have to wait and see. 


If the style of that original car channelled the 1960s 
Lotus Elan, this new one seems to take cues from 
BMW’s current Z4, though chief designer Masashi 
Nakayama denies it. The lines are more gentle, but the 
long-nose, short-deck proportions, the pronounced 
hips, and that dip in the waistline designed specifically 
to accommodate a draped elbow, are certainly similar. 
Slicing off the corners helps visually shrink the already 
tiny overhangs, and we can thank LED light technology 
and a pop-up bonnet for a nose so low, Mazda claims no 
production car’s snout hangs closer to the tarmac. 

Those dramatically sloping front wings are aluminium 
this time around, to match the doors and bootlid 
fashioned from the same material for the third generation 
in 2005. The front suspension uprights are aluminium 
now too, as are the bumper reinforcements, and by 
moving the engine 15mm rearwards to place it fully 
behind the axle line, and the occupants closer together, 
Mazda has centralised as much mass as possible. 

Beneath the skin, it’s proper sports car stuff, not a 
shopping car in a superhero suit. You get double 

wishbones up front, multi-link suspension at the 
back, and a choice of two naturally 

aspirated engines (whose cam covers, 
after a generation in the plastic 
wilderness, have reverted to 
looking just like a ’60s Elan’s) 
driving the rear wheels, with a 




ladder-shaped brace solidly linking the 7kg lighter 
gearbox and diff. 

To underline the sense that this fourth car is a direct 
continuation of the first generation, rather than the 
third, Mazda throws me the keys to a Mk1, then throws 
me into the lion’s den that is Barcelona morning rush 
hour traffic. It’s 20 years since I drove one of these. 
Back then it was one of the first 1.8s, brand spanking 
new and belonging to a friend named Steve, whose 
plastic packaging magnate dad had bought an identical 
pair for him and his twin sister on their 21st birthdays. 

To hell with that running-in nonsense. With Steve’s 
blessing from the passenger seat, I popped my 
oversteer cherry while the ink was still drying on his 
purchase agreement, mercifully managing not to crash. 
He wasn’t so lucky: within two years he’d written off his 
car, then written off his sister’s for good measure. 

I can’t profess to remember everything about that 
experience, but I know that 20 years on, this Mkl feels 
good in the way fondly recalled old cars often don’t: 
sweet steering, delicious snick-snick gearshift, and 
pedals so perfectly positioned, you can’t resist rolling 
onto the brutally sharp throttle with every down 
change. Above all, it feels light and flickable, reminding 
just why the MK1 is lauded as the best MX-5 of the lot. 
Until now, that is. Sorry, old timer, but the game’s up. 
MX-5 v4.0 is a belter. 

The full press launch isn’t for months - this is just a ► 




< Elan inspired 
cam covers look 
the business 
beneath the ultra- 
low bonnet. If the 
nav screen shows 
straight lines, 
you’re on the 
wrong kind of road 
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brief taster, so we won’t get the chance to try the hotter 
of the two available engines. That’s a 2.0 with 1 14kW, 
down from the 1 18kW of the previous 2.0, but more than 
compensated for by that 100kg weight reduction, so 
reckon on 7.5sec to lOOkph, and a 225kph top whack. 

Project manager Nobuhiro Yamamoto is quick to kill 
any sense of disappointment that we’ve only got the 
base 1.5 to play with: ‘For me, this is the ultimate 
expression of the MX-5; 1.5 engine, 16in wheels, and 
limited-slip differential. This is my favourite.’ And when 
a man responsible for the rotary engine that powered 
Japan’s only Le Mans winner, Mazda’s legendary 787B, 
talks, you tend to listen. 

All our expectations are geared towards the drive, but 
there’s plenty to praise before you’ve turned a wheel in 
anger. MX-5 obsessives know all about the 
foamectomy, a Sunday afternoon job that 
involves hacking down the seat squab 
to give something resembling the 
true sports car driving position 
the old cars always lacked. But 
this time, there’s no need. The 
seats are great: supportive, 
low-slung and built with 
webbing instead of metal 
backs for lightness. 

There’s still no reach 


adjustment for the steering column though. Some of the 
engineers liked the idea but it was dismissed on 
account of the weight penalty. So you sit a fraction 
closer to the pedals than you might otherwise prefer, 
but everything else is so right, it’s quickly forgotten. The 
interior quality - historically a Mazda weakness - is 
dramatically better than before, and handsome too. 
Top-spec cars get a tablet-style dash top display, 
operated with a sensible blend of touch and an iDrive- 
like controller that’s mounted on the tunnel, just behind 
a proper old fashioned handbrake. The tops of the door 
panels are painted in body colour to emphasise the 
roof-down experience, a nice touch. Ahead lies a large 
rev counter, the centrepiece of a three-clock gauge 
pack, and beyond that, a view of the road uninterrupted 
by A-pillars. They’ve been shifted 70mm 
rearwards, a move that’s also made the 
roof shorter, so it’s easier, both to 
package, and for you to pull up and 
down. As handsome up as it is 
down, it’s manually operated of 
course, but a cinch to use. One 
latch in the centre of the 
header rail releases the top, 
which then folds behind and 
clicks neatly into the rear 
deck. Pull the catch on the ► 


So you sit a 
fraction closer to 
the pedals than you 
might otherwise 
prefer, but 
everything else is 
so right 


< Mk4 MX-5 will 
do this, of course, 
but on rain-slicked 
Spanish Tarmac so 
lacking in grip 
snails were falling 
over, so would a 
Fiat Panda. The 
car’s creator, 
Nobuhiro 
Yamamoto, 
reckons the 16in 
wheels give the 
sweetest drive. 
Interior is a night 
and day 

improvement over 
Mk3 car 


Nonsensical auto 
transmission will 
be an option in 
some markets 
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rear bulkhead to send it back the other way and the 
mechanism is so light, it almost lifts itself over your 
head, while the seats are shaped to make it easy to 
twist your body to reach. Though Mazda won’t confirm 
it, given the more than 50 per cent share the old one 
had, a folding hardtop Roadster Coupe version will likely 
follow, its neat vertically storing hood tucking behind 
the seats without stealing boot space, but making life 
80kg harder for the little 1.5-litre engine. 

The 7 500prm redline clues you in on the 
1.5’s demeanour before you’ve even 
pushed the starter button (if we’re 
talking sports car purity, a key does 
it for me). It’s based on the 74kW 
direct injection Skyactiv lump 
found in some overseas 
markets’ Mazda 3s, but retuned 
with equal length exhaust 


manifold pipes, a new cylinder head and fitted with a 
strong forged steel crank to withstand the absolute 
flogging it’s destined to receive in its new role. Post- 
makeover, it still only makes 96kW, but don’t forget that 
kerbweight, or that MX-5s have never been about 
straight-line speed. 

And anyway, it’s not exactly slow. Mazda hasn’t 
released figures, but mid-8s to lOOkph seems like a 
good guesstimate, and despite its 150Nm sounding 
insufficient to pull a sapling from powdery 
topsoil, there’s actually enough torque 
to let you bimble in traffic if you must. 
But inevitably, you find yourself 
throwing extra gearshifts in at 
every opportunity, because you 
can, and because the 
satisfaction of working a lever- 
and-pedal setup this good is 




worth so much more than a tenth saved by a modern 
dual-clutch ‘box. 

Mazda’s guys worked so hard to make this engine 
sound right, that they even agreed to add 50g of extra 
material on to the diff carrier, which helped generate 
the right frequencies. Just imagine the self flagellation 
that accompanied a decision like that from a team who 
has spent years shaving anything from everything. You’d 
never call the soundtrack soulful, but it’s got a 
pleasingly hard edge to it, and it’s all real. No hi-fi 
speaker fakery going on here. And no need for heavy 
hybrid clobber to deliver decent economy either. If the 
MX-5 meets its 139g/km C02 target, it should register 
close to 5.6^/100km. 

They’re not the only sums Mazda’s engineers got right. 
It takes all of half a corner to realise that this chassis is 
a very special bit of kit. The spec sheet quotes a dreamy 
50:50 weight distribution, and you can feel it in the way 



Hood lack’s power 
assistance but 
dropping it is as 
easy as finding 
sun in Spain 



the nose dives into each corner, the entire car revolving 
around you. There’s a little body roll, maybe a touch too 
much when you’re really pushing hard, but this MX-5 is 
better balanced than a scrapyard CitiGolf teetering 
three cars high. 

The steering is quick - quicker than the 2.5-turns 
between locks suggests, because one of the great joys 
of rear-wheel drive is an excellent turning circle - and 
powered by an electric motor mounted below the rack. 
Like Porsche’s first attempts at electric, it’s possibly a 
little too refined for some tastes, but it’s linearity is a 
real ally, its lightness lending the car a properly flickable 
feel, and whether it’s a Catseye or a kerb, you can pick 
your spot, and know you’ll clip it perfectly. 

On cold tyres, or a damp or greasy road, there’s even 
the chance to rotate around those spots, that perfect 
chassis balance and quick-witted steering making this 
the ultimate learner-friendly oversteer machine, 
especially with this car’s limited-slip diff, something 
base cars won’t have. But most style-conscious buyers 
will probably plump for 17in rubber, and even the 
modest-looking 195/50 16 tyres on our test cars 
offered more dry traction than the 1.5 could defeat. 
Perhaps the 2.0, with its 200Nm, will have more luck. 

We won’t know until the official launch, but as much as I 
appreciate that the MX-5 has never been about outright 
speed, I can’t help but wonder if the 2.0 might be more 
entertaining, if only because the chassis is clearly 
capable of handling so much more. 

For most buyers, though, the 1.5 is going to be all the 
MX-5 they’ll ever need. This car’s unenviable remit, 
remember, is to keep housewives as happy as your 
trackday lovers. And with that in mind, Mazda has got 
this car pretty much bang on. Entertaining, practical and 
affordable, this entry-level MX-5 is a very smart car. 

This latest MX-5 is to sports cars what the original 
Focus was to small family hatchbacks 15 years ago. 
Those with only a superficial interest in cars but a fancy 
for something sporty will buy it because it looks nice, 
and because it’s the default choice in a class of one. 

But for the likes of us, who care a little more, both from 
a technical and dynamic standpoint, it’s so much more 
than that, ca 


A Old-fashioned 
drivetrain, old- 
fashioned 
handbrake, old- 
fashioned 
oversteer - if it had 
an ignition key he’d 
explode with joy 


PRICE 

Not yet 

ENGINE 

1 496cc 1 6v 4cyl, 
96kW @ 7000rpm, 
150Nm @ 4800rpm 

GEARBOX 

Six-speed manual, 
rear-wheel drive 

PERFORMANCE 

8.7sec 0-1 OOkph, 
201 kph, 6£/100km, 
1 39g/km (all est) 

WEIGHT/MADE 

FROM 

lOOOkg/steel, 

aluminium 

ON SALE 

Q3 2015 
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Nismo’s2015 
petrol/electric 
hybrid LMP1 
racer is front- 
engined and 
front-wheel 
drive. Hard- 
working front 
tyres are Min 
wide, the rears 
just 9in 


MOTUt 




NISSAN’S FREE- 
THINKING RACE ARM 


^ ' 01 i'S 


MF YOU WERE a betting man,’ says 
Nissan’s Global Motorsport Director 
Darren Cox, playing down Nismo’s return 
to Le Mans this summer, ‘you’d expect us 
to qualify ninth.’ 

Sandbagging? Here comes the hint that 
we shouldn’t rush to Betting.com just yet. 
‘Mercedes has a massive commitment to 
the race, and Audi has a legacy 
advantage. If we tried to beat them at their 
own game, we couldn’t. But we’ve found 
something different in the rules and we 
think we’ve got our calculations right.’ 

Those calculations have resulted in an 
incredible front-engined LMP1 racer that 
looks like the craziest Le Mans car since, 
well, the last Nissan branded 24-hour 
mutant, the rocket-shaped DeltaWing. 

‘Le Mans is much more exciting than F1,’ 


says Cox. ‘The rules in LMP1 are the most 
innovative of all FIA rules and the sport 
has a history of doing things differently.’ 

And that perfectly suits a company so 
subversive that its Le Mans entry this year 
will be driven by Lucas Ordonez, a man 
chosen for being handy on a PlayStation. 

Nismo was created in the early 1980s to 
run Nissan’s motorsport operations, and 
has been at the forefront of global motor 
racing ever since, from Dakar rallying to 
Super GT racing on home turf. Key 
successes include IMSA wins and the 
infamous Bathurst victories that resulted 
in the R32 GT-R being banned for being 
too fast. Combine that success with the 
widespread exposure through console 
games and it seems odd that it’s only 
relatively recently that Nismo road cars 


have been readily available. 

‘The Nismo name has been historically 
underused by Nissan,’ Cox admits, ‘but 
that’s changing, and the new products 
have proven successful. In the US the 
Nismo 370Z accounts for 50% of sales.’ 

Isn’t there a danger of prostituting 
Nismo’s hard-won reputation with tepid 
Micras and Pulsars? ‘We won’t water 
down the cars but market needs do vary. 
In India for instance, any Nismo product is 
going to have to be based on a 
B-segment car. But if you look at the aero 
work on a model like the Juke Nismo, that 
was done by the same guy who does that 
work for the race team.’ 

Should the LMP1 car pull off a titanic Le 
Mans upset come June, expect Nismo Juke 
aero on the FI grid for the Austrian CP. . . 




VERSTEER 


DRIFT KINGS 


A TOUGE MEANS ‘mountain pass’ in 
Japanese, and touge racing has become 
indelibly associated with AE86s drifting 
around blind corners. In fact, contrary to 
media depiction, touge isn’t exclusively 
about drifting, although doing so is one 
way to stop another car from overtaking, 
and slipping tyres help keep engine revs 



high. Usually one car leads, the other 
following a set distance behind, with the 
winner being the driver who opens or 
closes that gap. 

Although originally an underground 
movement, the scene later spawned an 
entire cartoon series. Initial D, a film and 
a cult hero, Keiichi Tsuchiya. But not 
everyone loves touge racing, including 
people coming the other way, so many 
Japanese mountain roads now sport 
anti-drift road furniture. 
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BREAKING AMERICA 


His devilishly quick Datsuns made Nissan a hit with US sports car fans 



CHAMPION 


IF YOU’VE HEARD of Peter Brock (and 
not confused him with the late Aussie 
racing legend of the same name), it’s 
almost certainly because of his work on 
the Shelby Daytona Cobra coupe. Brock’s 
slippery re-fashioning of the already quick 
Cobra roadster helped Ford beat Ferrari in 
the 1965 world sports car championship. 
But did you know that old ‘Shel repaid the 
favour by stealing Brock’s contract to 
campaign Toyota’s new 2000GT? That 
decision turned out to be bad news for 
Toyota, but made Datsun hot property with 
US sports car fans. 

‘I can laugh about what Carrol did now,’ 
remembers Brock. He didn’t just get mad 
though, he got even, and then some, using 
contacts in Japan to wangle two Datsun 
2000 roadsters and a race budget directly 
from Nissan to use in SCCA (Sports Car 
Club of America) events. The Brock Racing 


Enterprises Datsun 2000s beat both 
Datsun North America’s efforts with the 
same car, and Shelby and his 2000GTs. 

By the decade’s end, in large part thanks 
to BRE, the Datsun 2000 and the new 
240Z were dominating club racing, but 
there was more to come. Started five years 
earlier, by 1971 the Trans Am racing series 
was massive. Detroit’s carmakers slugged 
it out in the sub 5-litre class but the action 
one rung down was no less exciting. For 
’71 the junior class got a capacity boost 
from a 2000cc limit to 2500cc, and a load 
more attention. With a good chunk of 
factory support. Brock fielded a pair of 
Datsun 510s, small front-engined, rear- 
drive saloons punching out as much as 
138kW from just 1600cc. 

‘No one really took us seriously to start 
with,’ says Brock. ‘The 510 was just a 
cheap Japanese car and Japanese cars ^ 


were considered inferior. Even Nissan 
wasn’t interested in racing it at first. They 
wanted to concentrate on racing sports 
cars to help build their brand image.’ 

In ’71 the Datsuns tied with the Alfas on 
points but were awarded the title when the 
winning GTV’s fuel tank was found to be 
too big. Come ’72, there was no ambiguity: 
BRE’s Datsuns won nine of 11 races. 

By the mid-‘70s though, Nissan had 
withdrawn its support, and Brock left the 
racing scene. He moved into designing and 
building hang gliders and now makes 
hi-tech race car trailers. But the flame still 
flickers. Brock still sells memorabilia and 
authentic BRE race parts for Datsuns and 
the blatant reimaging of BRE’s 510 racers 
in the form of 2013’s IDx Nismo concept 
showed Nissan hasn’t forgotten the hard 
work and achievements of Peter Brock and 
his team. 

m 


Q Brock’s dominant 
’72 Datsun 510 clear 
inspiration for 201 3’s 
IDx Nismo concept 
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Like the sound of a totally reliable, under-the-radar 
super-saloon big on rear-drive V8 charm? 


A CAR OF CONTRADICTIONS, the IS F. 

Lexus’s premier assault on the European super- 
saloon establishment, it is as decorously refined 
as anything exhibiting that gleaming L badge yet, 
thanks to the big V8 in its (modestly extended) 
nose, the IS-F is capable of a savagery that the 
stability control can only just withstand. It is a 
wicked thing indeed. 

The IS-F wears the bovine complacency of the 
Lexus brand image like a cloaking device, slipping 
through commuter traffic as a shark might stalk 
shoals disguised as a particularly beefy minnow. 
Driven thus there’s little to give the game away, 
just those faintly ridiculous (and false) double- 
decked quad exhaust tips at the rear. Clod the 
throttle though and trick valving in the genuine 


pipework shifts the soundscape from muted 
potency to blaring eight-banger battlecry; not 
so much charging samurai as rampaging sumo 
wrestler, supercharged on rage and self- 
conviction. 

Except of course the IS-F isn’t supercharged. 

It’s 311kW of naturally-aspirated muscle, mated to 
a shockingly abrupt manual shift-override for the 
eight-speed automatic transmission and really 
quite brutal suspension (especially pre-2011 
cars). Your passengers won’t thank you, as that 
thin veil of Lexus civility isn’t so much cast away 
as torn asunder, but from behind the wheel you’ll 
revel in these moments of utter ferocity. Then 
simply knock the ’box back into auto, turn up the 
Mark Levinson audio and feign anonymity again. 


Y Completely 
missable from the 
outside, the IS-F 
driving experience 
is a good deal more 
memorable 
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Q‘Too much air in 
my opinion - if the 
wheels aren’t on the 
ground, you’re not 
driving forwards’ 


Q-R-S 


FROM 240Z 
TO PAJERO 


THERE’S MORE TO Japanese rally 
history than Evo vs Impreza. Nissan 
made the world sit up when its 240Z 
won the ’73 Safari Rally - the toughest 
on the calendar - after placing third on 
the Monte the previous year. 

Toyota (Celica Twin Cam Turbo), 
Nissan (240RS) and Mazda (RX-7) all 
contested the flame-spitting Group B 
era in the 1980s, but were soundly 
beaten by the Europeans. That all 
changed in the early 1990s, when the 
Group A Toyota Celica GT-Four took 
Carlos Sainz to the 1992 driver’s title. 
The Celica went on to secure back-to- 
back driver and manufacturer 
championships in ’93 and ’94. 


Unlike Group B’s 200-unit 
requirement, the factories had to 
produce 2500 Group A road cars in a 
year, which meant we got the tasty 
Celica GT-Four. But when the WRC 
cars were found to be running illegal 
air restrictors, Toyota was banned for a 
year, and Subaru and Mitsubishi picked 
up the baton. 

Outside of its WRC successes, 
Mitsubishi has won more Dakar rally 
raids than any other manufacturer; its 
Pajero SUV racked up 12 victories 
between 1979 to 2007, allowing 
Mitsubishi to fancifully market its 
lumbering great off-road donkey as the 
‘only race-bred SUV on the market’. 


OICHIRO HONDA 



THE GREAT 
INNOVATOR 


FROM 1948, WHEN he founded Honda, until ’73, 
when he stepped down for interfering (he insisted 
on air-cooled engines when his engineers knew 
water-cooling was the way forward), Soichiro was a 
pioneer like no other. While Japan reeled from the 
war, he was in a shed strapping two-stroke engines 
to bicyces. He went on to reinvent the motorcycle, 
develop world-beating engines of all sizes, 
revolutionise mass-market cars and conquer 
FI. Even today, 23 years after his death, 

Honda spends its profits developing robots 
and jet planes while other car makers 
scrap in tiny niches. ‘I think best when I 
have a wrench in my hand,’ he once said. No 
car boss was ever like him - and surely 
none like him will follow. 




U N I N G 


POWER JUNKIES 


lOOObhp, 400kph street-legal Supras? All in a day’s work 
for Japan’s fiercely dedicated aftermarket tuners 


JAPAN’S TUNING INDUSTRY is 

inextricably linked to Japanese 
performance car culture. Pre-2005, it 
was the bridge between the road cars’ 
self-imposed 206kW limit, and the racers 
not be a direct sales pitch but not be a 
direct sales pitch but that resonated 
most. Tuning added to the cars’ cult 
status, and visions of shady night time 
street racing are bound up in their appeal. 

Just as Toyota suggests today with the 
86, back then Japanese cars were all 
about the sense that the factory car was 
the beginning, not the end. Robust 
straight-six twin-turbocharged engines 
fitted to Mk4 Toyota Supras and R32/ 


R34 Skylines were so easily tuned, 
garages including Top Secret often 
claimed to have topped the legendary 
lOOObhp (746kW). 

Sometimes the claims were impossible 
to verify, sometimes not: in 2001, Jun 
Auto achieved 400.7kph at the Bonneville 
Salt Flats in a street-legal Supra. Then the 
burgeoning Time Attack series - where 
the qualifying session is the race - gave 
tuners a goal beyond pure power figures: 
in 2006, the HKS-built CT230R 
Mitsubishi Evo set records at the Tsukuba 
and Fuji circuits that took years to beat. 

When Nissan launched the 362kW R35 
GT-R in 2007, it suggested outrageous 



aftermarket power figures would be a 
thing of the past thanks to clever ECU 
firewall tech. Naturally this acted as a red 
rag to a bull. It wasn’t long before Jun 
released the 4.0-litre Akira GT-R, with a 
claimed 640kW. Meanwhile, HKS’s latest 
Time Attack car is - you guessed it - a 
lOOObhp GT-R. 


NDERGROUND 


MODIFYING MADNESS 


BEEPING THEIR HORNS, revving the 
engines of their bizarrely customised 
motorbikes and generally causing more 
traffic chaos than a pensioner heading 
the wrong way up the N1, Japan’s 
dwindling pompadour-wearing Bosozoku 
(‘violent running tribe’ in Japanese) gangs 
are about as welcome in their homeland 
as Chinese attempts to snatch back the 
Senkaku islands. 

But there’s another side to Bosozoku, 
and it’s some of the most outlandish 
modified cars in the world. Imagine 
Wacky Races re-cast with Super GT cars 
designed by Hot Wheels and you still 
wouldn’t be close. The cars are mostly 
’70s and ’80s domestic models fitted with 
humungous wheel arches, wildly 
extended exhausts and ludicrous, 
pedestrian-mauling chin spoilers. 



y Anyone know a really 
friendly roadworthy man? 
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HKS beat the 
works teams 
with its Group A 


Now most manufacturers have 
in-house or closely affiliated tuning 
divisions to cash in on demand, typically' 
offering motorsport-derived cred to the 
san on the street. But none of it quite 
compares to a lOOObhp Skyline, flames 
popping from the exhaust, on a flat-out 
midnight run. 


A One careful 
owner, largely 
standard, never 
seen salt...’ 



TEC 

A BRIEF 
HISTORY 
OF PEAKY 

HONDA’S ‘VARIABLE TIMING and lift 
Electronic Control’ for cars dates back to 
the New Concept Engine project of 1984, 
and engineer Ikuo Kajitani’s subsequent 
quest to build a production four-cylinder 
capable of lOObhp per litre. To achieve 
this with longevity and driveability, VTEC 
utilises two camshaft profiles in the same 
engine, switching the valve timing at a set 
rpm. The result is efficiency at low engine 
speeds and high-rev insanity in one 
compact package, or a 160bhp (119kW), 
SOOOrpm 1.6. In 1989. 

New super-tough components and 
Honda’s engineering fastidiousness 





- ‘malicious testing’, in particular - 
maintain the company’s well-documented 
reputation for reliability in spite of this 
craziness. VTEC failures remain unheard 
of. 

The system was evolved from a two- to 
a three-stage process in 1995, and in 
2001 i-VTEC introduced fully variable 
intake timing, with ‘i-VTEC i’ adding direct 
injection two years later. From 2005, 
Variable Cylinder Management in some 
engines shut valves entirely under light 
loads to save fuel. The next step is VTEC 
Turbo, which is set to arrive mid-year with 
the 210kW-i- 2.0-litre engine in the 2015 
Civic Type R. 


Long overdue 
2015 Civic Type R 
will mate VTEC with 
turbocharging 


Essentially, 
the right cam 
more of the 
time... 




AN KEL 



Although the 
rotary was 
designed to be 
powerful and 
smooth, it was 
killed off by 
emissions laws 
in 2011 



MAZDA’S ROTARY 


MAZDA’S OBSESSION WITH the 

rotary began in 1967, when it came 
up with a sports car powered by a 
rotary engine developed from Felix 
Wankel’s design. Called Cosmo, it 
convinces Mazda to start throwing 
fuel-guzzling rotaries at everything 
from coupes to bonsai saloons, just in 
time for the ’73 oil crisis... 

A decade later the slinky RX-7 
replaced the RX-3 coupe and made 
Porsche’s van-engined 924 look 


decidedly straight-laced. 

Race success followed, in the BTCC 
(back-to-back titles), rallying (third on 
the Acropolis) and endurance racing, 
and in 1991 the 787B became the 
first car not powered by a piston 
engine to win Le Mans. 

Latterly the suicide rear-doored 
RX-8 proved a modest hit with coupe 
buyers, but sales had already waned 
when it was killed off by emissions 
laws in 201 1 . 



WJ 



AN UNLIKELY RACER 


OKAY, SO THE only thing it 
dominated was the list of cars starting 
with the letter X, but the Xedos 6 was 
a heroic failure. Launched in ’92 with 
a peachy 2.0-litre V6 engine, swoopy 
styling and a sort-of luxurious interior, 
it proceeded to be roundly ignored by 
buyers, and in fact managed just 
72 000 sales globally in seven years. 
Most joyous of all though was its 
British Touring Car record. 


In both ’93 and ’94 Mazda finished 
last in the manufacturers’ battle, and 
in ’94 neither Matt Neal nor David 
Leslie made it to the end of the 
season - the former injured in a crash 
and the latter departing when the 
money ran out. Patrick Watts 
fleetingly went off-message with a 
pole at Snetterton in ’93, but soon 
read the Xedos’s script and finished 
the season 15th. 
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0X99-11 

CARBON CHASSIS. FI -derived V1 2. Crazy 
tandem seating. Yamaha’s 0X99-1 1 had all the 
ingredients of a supercar sensation back in the early 
’90s, but just three prototypes were built before 
the project was scrapped. Budget disagreements 
between Yamaha and design company lAD led 
Yamaha to give its own team at Ypsilon Technology 
the project - and a ludicrously optimistic six months 
to finish it. And this in the middle of desperate 
Japanese recession. Delayed, then ultimately 
cancelled, 0X99-1 1 remains an enigmatic ‘what if?’. 





350Z 
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MOJO MACHINE 


The good-looking, fine-driving 350Z is one of the world’s great feelgood sports cars 


DRIVING A 350Z today, your first 
thought is what on earth went wrong with 
the 370Z? Where the successor is 
steroidally over-wrought, from the wrist- 
sprainingly weighty gearshift to 
cacophonous exhaust drone, the 350Z is 
laced with real genius. Even its 
appearance is aging gracefully. 
Particularly the coupe on those glorious 
Rays alloys. As a treat for rear-wheel 
drive sports cars fans, the Nissan is 


criminally overlooked. But we will not 
forget. Not when there’s a 3.5-litre V6 up 
front that wails with an increasingly 
beautiful mechanical intensity as you 
wind on the revs. The apparent lack of 
sound deadening and a massive rear strut 
brace are a constant reminder that this is 
a purposeful Porsche hunter, the handling 
as pure and straightforward as a 
low-slung front-engined, rear-driving 
bruiser could possibly be. There’s plenty 


of conviction and chat from the front, but 
the back is always keen to do the talking. 
The details are charming too, from the 
manual gearshift’s wonderful mechanical 
tactility and lightness of touch to the 
gauge cluster that adjusts with the 
steering column. With just two seats but a 
generous boot, you could say the 350Z is 
the automotive equivalent of a dirty 
weekend, but we think it’s more of a 
keeper than that. 



NISSAN 350Z, 
2003-2009 

Engine: 

3498CC, 206kW, 363Nm 

Performance: 5.9sec 
0-100kph, 250kph 
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Vettel vs Ferrari 
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Ferrari survival guide 


Getting on at Ferrari is no picnic. Lauda, Prost, 

5 ! Mansell, Alonso and, ironically, even Raikkonen 

^ all parted from the Scuderia acrimoniously. 

How can Vettel avoid that fate? 

WORDS: TOM OLARKSON I PHOTOGRAPHY: FERRARI/REDBULL CONTENT POOL 


ALENT ISN^T ENOUGH, neither is success 
Niki Lauda won two titles for Ferrari but fell out 
with Enzo, Alain Prost was one race away from 
the title but was sacked for criticising the car, 
and Kimi Raikkonen was dumped a year early 
despite winning the title first time out. Yet Gilles 
Villeneuve, who achieved no titles and won 
fewer races in six years than Vettel managed in 
half a season at Red Bull, was lauded by Enzo 
as ‘a son to me’. 

No question then, that you need a certain 
temperament to stick it out at Maranello. Does 
Sebastian Vettel, who showed signs of 
sulkiness in 2014, have the right stuff, and what 
advice would his predecessors offer him? 

On the face of it, the timing is perfect for 


team and driver. Both are licking their wounds 
after hugely disappointing 2014 campaigns, 
hoping that some fresh blood will improve their 
fortunes. Like two divorcees thrown together 
after acrimonious splits, things can only get 
better from here. Surely? 

Sebastian Vettel’s fall from grace was 
spectacular last year. After four consecutive 
world titles he was expected to wipe the floor 
with Daniel Ricciardo, but the young Aussie 
out-scored him by 71 points. 

A reigning world champion hadn’t received 
such a battering from a team-mate since 1979 
world champion Jody Scheckter was 
out-classed by Gilles Villeneuve in 1980. 

For Ferrari, 2014 was meant to be the year. ► 


Y Schumacher was 
Ferrari’s - and FI’s - 
greatest driver. He set the 
bar so high Vettei wiii need 
not oniy a fast car, but aiso 
a iadder 


The team had fallen short in 2013, the final year of 
the V8 engine formula, and it had diverted all of its 
resources onto its new 2014 hybrid power unit 
early. They thought they could steal a march on 
their rivals and that belief kept Fernando Alonso at 
the team, once his overtures to Red Bull Racing 
had come to nothing. 

However, everything started to unravel at the first 
winter test in February last year, after it became 
clear that Mercedes were the dominant force. 
Alonso couldn’t hide his disappointment and made 
it clear that he wanted an early release from his 
contract, and then-Ferrari president Luca di 
Montezemolo needed a scapegoat. Team principal 
Stefano Domenicali was the biggest scalp, quitting 
after race three, and engine boss Luca Marmorini 
followed him out of the door soon afterwards. 

Ferrari’s continued malaise resulted in more 
sackings at season’s end. New team boss Marco 
Mattiacci was removed after the team suffered the 
ignominy of being beaten to third place in the 
constructors’ championship by Williams, one of 
Enzo Ferrari’s derided 'garagiste' teams; chief 
engineer Pat Fry was asked to pack his bags soon 
afterwards, as was tyre expert Hirohide 
Hamashima. Even di Montezemolo failed to survive 


the cull after 23 years in charge. 

‘It was a disastrous campaign,’ says new Ferrari 
president Sergio Marchionne, when asked to sum 
up last season. ‘Our level of performance in FI 
risked damaging the image of our road car 
business. We had to make changes.’ 

Maurizio Arrivabene, the new team principal 
drafted in from long-time partner Philip Morris, has 
instigated those changes and the team is now 
trying to focus on the future. Ferrari and Vettei 
need to re-establish themselves in FI and an 
expectant Italian media will want evidence of 
progress straight away - regular points finishes 
and occasional podiums at the very least. 

To ease the journey back to respectability, Ferrari 
needs to design a car that bites at the front, 
because Vettei and Raikkonen both detest 
understeer. A weak front end on last year’s F14T 
ruined Kimi’s season and a repeat of that in 2015 
would sour the relationship between team and 
driver. Irrespective of car performance, Vettei 
needs to beat Raikkonen. The Finn was 
outqualified 16:3 by Alonso last year and anything 
less convincing by Vettei would reflect badly on the 
four-time champion. He needs to impose his speed 
and character from the outset, and while his strong 



MOTORSPORT 

Vettel vs Ferrari 





you’re either the king or the viliain’ 


A Two Germans with 1 1 
world titles between them. 
At 27 Seb has time to 
overtake Michael, but if it’s 
going to happen it’s got to 
happen at Ferrari 


> Ferrari for life! Or at least 
until Ron drops him a text 


pace at the first test of 2015 was a good start, 
Kimi’s a cool customer, and his Ferrari experience 
is an advantage that Vettel cannot overcome 
before Melbourne. Kimi knows Maranello inside 
out, having first driven for the team back in 2007; 
he understands how a driver is expected to operate 
inside the national team and he can navigate his 
way through the politics. The pressure for Vettel 
will be different to anything he’s experienced 
previously. At Red Bull he was protected by owner 
Dietrich Mateschitz, the result of being a Red Bull- 
supported driver since the age of 12. Seb doesn’t 




know anyone at Ferrari; he’s got to earn the respect 
of each and every employee, as well as the media. 

‘My biggest piece of advice to Sebastian is not to 
read the Italian newspapers,’ says Niki Lauda, who 
won 15 races and two world titles with Ferrari. ‘In 
their eyes, you are either the king of the country, or 
the villain, and there’s nothing in between. When 
things aren’t going well, the Italian media can make 
things very difficult for a driver. Luckily, I don’t think 
Sebastian cares about the press so much. He must 
stay like that!’ 

Lauda’s story should stand as a salutary lesson 
for Vettel. For a time he was Ferrari’s saviour, 
arriving at the team in 1974 after it had endured 
one of the worst seasons in its history, and 
immediately transforming its fortunes. He 
persuaded legendary designer Mauro Forghieri to ► 
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FERRARI 
ENDINGS: 
SWEET vs 
SOUR 

V 



Niki Lauda (1974-77) 
Races 58 
Wins 1 5 
Tities 2 
Ending sour 



GiiiesViiieneuve 

(1977-’82) 

Races 68 
Wins 6 
Tities 0 

Ending sweet (also tragic) 


rejoin the team and the combination dragged 
Ferrari from sixth in the constructors’ 
championship in 1973 to second in ’74, and they 
went on to win the title for the next three seasons. 
Lauda was world champion in 1975 and he would 
probably have won it again in ’76 had he not had 
his horrific accident at the Nurburgring. That wasn’t 
the only impact of the accident. 

‘Enzo Ferrari didn’t believe in me after the 
accident,’ says Lauda. ‘He tried to sign [Carlos] 
Reutemann to replace me, thinking I wouldn’t come 
back, and when I did he thought I wasn’t as good, 
even when I was winning races in ’77. We fell out 
and as soon as I won my second title with them I 
left the team. In hindsight, that wasn’t the right 
decision because I went to Brabham, which didn’t 
have as good a car as Ferrari in 1978.’ 

For a man who might not care much for the 
press, Vettel is good with journalists. He’s witty 
and relaxed, even when things aren’t going well, 
and his ability to speak Italian - a language he 
learnt while at Toro Rosso in 2008 - will help him 


‘There’s something else Vettel needs to be 
careful about,’ says Lauda. ‘Adrian Newey is back 
at Red Bull, so we know that their car will be more 
competitive this year. If the Red Bull turns out to be 
faster than the Ferrari, Vettel must not spend the 
whole time looking over his shoulder thinking about 
what he left behind; he will have to focus on what’s 
going on at Ferrari and not have any regrets.’ 

Focusing on the job isn’t something that former 
Ferrari driver Alain Prost thinks Vettel will have a 
problem with. Vettel was in need of change, 
according to the Frenchman. ‘I’d be very surprised 
if Ferrari are competitive this year,’ says Prost, who 
raced for the Scuderia in 1990 and 1991. ‘But 
Sebastian has won four world titles with the same 
team and he needs a new challenge. He has age 
on his side, so it doesn’t have to happen in year 
one; he has time to build the team around him.’ 

Prost also thinks Vettel’s work ethic will rub off 
on the team. Whenever Red Bull weren’t 
competitive he was regularly seen at the track past 
1 1 pm, working through set-up data with his 



Nigel Mansell (1 989-’90) 
Races 31 
Wins 3 
Titles 0 
Ending sour 



Alain Prost (1 990-’91 ) 
Races 31 
Wins 5 
Titles 0 
Ending sour 



Michael Schumacher 


‘It’s true I called the car a tractor,’ says Prost. 


to communicate with ‘/.a Prensa\ and also his 
mechanics. Such skills would have helped Nigel 
Mansell in 1990. 

But Vettel shouldn’t be intimidated by the task 
ahead because he demonstrated at Red Bull that 
he can galvanise a team. His fierce desire to win 
inspired those around him, and he was also 
popular. He gave very generous birthday presents 
to team members - something he learnt from 
Michael Schumacher - and he used to enjoy 
hanging out with the guys at the factory. He’s 
started that infiltration process at Ferrari already. 
He was at Maranello both sides of Christmas, just 
hanging out, and he’s paid a visit to the team’s 
biggest sponsors as well. 


engineers. Such commitment will rub off on the 
Scuderia, who haven’t always found the right 
balance between work and play. ‘You want to have 
fun, but you also want to work as well,’ says Prost. 
‘When I was at Ferrari I was happy because we had 
a lot of fun, but the guys there weren’t very good at 
knowing when to stop the fun and start the work. 
I’m sure it’s better now, but it’s one of the things 
that frustrated me when I was there.’ 

Prost was another talent who should have 
triumphed with the Scuderia. Ferrari hadn’t won the 
world title for 11 years when he joined the team in 
1990. He was at the top of his game and he was 
keen to put one over McLaren, who had ostracised 
him at the end of ’89. He scored five wins in year 


(1996-’06) 

Races 181 
Wins 72 
Titles 5 
Ending sweet 



Fernando Alonso 
(2010-’14) 
Races 96 
Wins 1 1 
Titles 0 
Ending sour 



Kimi Raikkonen 

(first spell) ('07-’09) 

Races 52 
Wins 9 
Titles 1 

Ending sour (but he came 
back) 





With ‘Iceman’ 
Raikkonen: as if 
succeeding at 


Ferrari wasn’t hard 





MOTORSPORT 

Vettel vs Ferrari 



A Vettel was top dog for 
two days of the first pre- 
season test 


Y Niki Lauda: ‘If the 
Red Bull is faster 
Vettel must not have 
any regrets’ 


one and came close to winning the drivers’ title, the 
dream being scuppered by that infamous first- 
corner crash with Ayrton Senna at Suzuka. 

The ’91 car was an evolution of the ’90 car, but 
the game had moved on thanks to the stunningly 
quick Williams FW14. Frost’s relationship with 
Ferrari soured quickly and came to an end with one 
race remaining after he described the 643 as a 
tractor. ‘It’s true that I called the car a tractor,’ says 
Frost, ‘but the management took my quote out of 
context. That was the excuse to get rid of me. We 
had in fact been discussing me becoming sporting 
director, as well as driving, but I think they were 
worried about me getting too much power.’ 

So the move to Ferrari isn’t going to be easy for 
Vettel. He’s switching from arguably the most 
dynamic racing team in the world to a national 
institution that has a lot of baggage. Ferrari is 
steeped in history, but it’s desperately trying to 
drag itself into contemporary F1. A new FI factory 



in Maranello and €40m of simulation tools are 
going to help that process, but FI is still about 
people. The best teams house the best people and 
Ferrari is in the throes of rebuilding after one of the 
most turbulent years in its history. The workload is 
massive for all concerned, but Vettel seems up for 
the challenge. 

‘It’s an honour to be racing for Ferrari,’ he says. 
‘They’ve had a difficult year, but they’re not the only 
ones, and we’re going to work flat-out to get back 
to where we belong. I love the Italian mentality and 
there’s a real family atmosphere inside the team. 

I’m really excited about the challenge ahead.’ 

There are comparisons to be made with the 
Ferrari that Michael Schumacher joined in 1996. 
Back then the team had won only two races in five 
years, and hadn’t won a world title since 1979 - 
and it was deficient technically. But Schumi proved 
to be the catalyst, and went on to make history. 
That’s the benchmark, Seb. No pressure, d 


How not to screw up at Ferrari 


DO Learn to speak Italian 
DON’T Think pigeon Italian 
with a Brummie accent will 
get you by 

DO Lavish Christmas and 
birthday presents on your 
engineers 

DON’T Accuse them of 
swapping your car with 
your team-mate’s 
DO Heroically outdrive the 
car, even if it’s a right dog 
DON’T Call the car a 
tractor 


DO Spare time for partners 
of team members at races 
DON’T Sleep with any of 
them 

DO Give lots of time to 
courting the Italian media 
DON’T Tell them anything 
they can use against you 
DO Stay later in the garage 
than anyone else, even the 
janitor 

DON’T Get overheard 
criticising boss Sergio 
March ion ne’s latest pullover 
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Jaguar XE: the 

Any new contender gunning for the 3 Series deserves a thorough assessment. 




2200 - km test 

We drive Jag’s new XE sedan 2200km from Lisbon to the Rock of Gibraltar 


WORDS: BEN BARRY I PHOTOGRAPHY: JOHN WYCHERLEY 




IT DOWN WITH the 

Jaguar XE’s 
engineers and they’ll 
talk about the 
50-metre test: those 
first moments behind 
the wheel where a 
car begins to reveal 
its character; the 
weight of the steering, the sound of the 
engine, the touch of the controls. Even if 
your mind is elsewhere, those mental 
impressions are subconsciously forming. 

I blip the keyfob - one of the few 
not-new things on the XE - and climb into 
Jaguar’s crucial new BMW 3 Series rival. 
What do you notice during that 50-metre 
handshake? The relatively low-slung 
driving position, the steering that feels 
tight and precise immediately off-centre, 
the easy torque and unpleasing mew of 
the new Ingenium 2.0-litre turbodiesel 
engine in low gears, and the way the 
chassis - even on our car’s R-Sport 
suspension and 19-inch alloys - 
anaesthetises little speedbumps. 

It’s true, those first metres are revealing, 
but over the next two days we’ve planned 
something much more comprehensive. 


We’ll drive from Lisbon, Portugal, over 
challenging mountain roads in the north 
of the country, tip-toe over snow-covered 
passes, blast into Spain along deserted 
autoroutes, crawl through rush-hour 
traffic and cruise south down the east 
Atlantic coast. 

When we finally knock off the engine 
we’ll be staring out over the Mediterranean 
from Gibraltar, 6.5km of strategically 
important triangular rock that proved so 
decisive during the Second World War. The 
XE’s built in England, it’s gunning for the 
Germans, and that’s a good enough 
metaphor to merit a 2200km jaunt for me. 

The XE puts Jaguar back in the 
□-segment for the first time since the 
X-Type downed tools in 2010. That car 
found 364098 buyers in eight years, but 
its shared Mondeo DNA was mud that 
stuck to Jaguar’s image, unlike the way it 
simply washes off VW Group with its 
Skoda to Audi commonality. 

This residual tarnish means Jaguar must 
over-compensate with the XE; it needs to 
give customers a compelling reason to 
step away from cars they typically default 
to: the Audi A4, Mercedes C-Class and, of 
course, class-leading BMW 3 Series. 



On paper, it has: the XE is the only car in 
its segment with an aluminium-intensive 
bodyshell - not full aluminium, but 75% 

- and double-wishbone front suspension; 
all-new, all-aluminium turbodiesel engines 
emit as little as 99g/km; it’s likely to be 
competitively priced and equipped, and - 
subjective, this - it looks bloody good. 

The XE also claims to be the driver’s car 
in its class, and if Jaguar can make a car 
that’s a better steer than an ultimate 
driving machine it’s really onto something. 
So we wake early and head for the Serra 
da Estrela, home to Portugal’s highest 
mountain range and some of its most 
challenging roads. 

The autoroute leads out of Lisbon, and 
cuts through dense, lush green forest like 
some vast concrete tsunami unfurling into 
the distance. There’s little traffic, so we 
settle at a fast cruise. 

Our car is a pre-production prototype, a 
nice little catch-all for nervy 
manufacturers, but this really is an early 
car: the VIN number is a line of zeros with 
16 tacked on the end, some of the leather 
on the dash looks taken from the cow after 
a scuffle - we’re promised production cars 
will be better, and current products give us 


It claims to be the driver’s car in its class. If it’s a better steer 
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confidence in that assertion - and there’s 
a large red mushroom in one of the 
cupholders; the ECU is so new that it 
hasn’t been fully approved yet, so the 
emergency button’s a legal requirement. 

We’re driving the 133kW/430Nm 
2.0-litre turbodiesel, the top of two four- 
cylinder TD engines. Four-cylinder petrols 
and a V6, unlike the diesels, do not hail 
from the modular Ingenium family; they’re 
carryover units. 

If you miss the relative refinement of a 
six-pot turbodiesel at low speeds, you 
certainly don’t when the engine spins 
freely on the autoroute. The grumble 
vanishes, and its large reserves of torque 
whoosh the XE along so effortlessly that it 
feels positively narcoleptic at 130kph. 

Better still, the all-aluminium Ingenium 
pairs much more convincingly with the 
eight-speed auto than the old 2.2-litre 
turbodiesel in big-brother XF. That set-up 
feels too keen to reach eighth gear, then 
too hasty to drop right back down at the 
merest flex of ankle. The XE still fast- 
forwards to eighth, but it’ll hold higher 
gears when you floor the throttle, 
presumably a combination of refined 
mapping and the Ingenium’s better 


low-down torque. 

After a couple of hours, we spear off 
down a tight sliproad and get a sneak 
preview that the XE is something special; it 
hooks into the bend with a confidence- 
inspiring agility that encourages you to 
keep the throttle pinned, and all the while 
there’s a fairly long-travel flow to the 
suspension that reassures you that no 
expansion joint will spit it off line. 

We crawl through Covilha and out into 
country above, where the minor roads are 
damp and snake up into snow-covered hills 
in a constant stream of hairpins and fast, 
flowing kinks. 

The XE quickly finds a rhythm, revealing 
how incisively its front end responds to 
steering inputs. It encourages you to 
attack harder into corners, where you 
sense that the Dunlops’ contact patch is 
no more compromised than it would be in a 
straight line; it feels like you’ll run out of 
road before you run out of tyre. 

Partly it’s that stiff aluminium structure, 
partly the unique-in-segment double- 
wishbone front suspension shared with 
F-Type. The steering instils confidence too. 
It’s Jaguar’s first electrically assisted 
system, and it offers excellent precision 


from the straight-ahead, bantamweight 
agility, and a progressive increase in 
loading that winds off with natural self- 
centering. I think I prefer the lightness of 
Normal mode, but it’s a credit to the tuning 
that Dynamic is equally useable on the 
road and doesn’t feel like a hydraulic rack 
that’s had a power-steering belt failure at 
the apex. There’s steering feel too, if 
scope for much more. 

I make a few runs up and down the road 
with a smile plastered all over my face, but 
all too soon there’s a stench in the car and 
smoke signals from the pads. This might 
be atypical use, but the chassis 
encourages a hard-driving style that finds 
the brakes wanting. Better than a 3 
Series? We need a back-to-back to be 
sure, but gut-feel is yes, by a margin. 

A mild panic over our mileage has 
unleashed an armada of JLR support 
vehicles to shadow us, providing the 
opportunity to jump into the top-spec S 
with its 3.0-litre V6 supercharged engine. 
Naturally, it sounds much better with its 
gentle purr at idle, a welcome respite after 
the Ingenium’s sticky, noisy ticking, and 
the V6’s warbly howl under acceleration 
really eggs you on. ^ 


than an ultimate driving machine Jag’s reaily onto something 
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The S’s extra power - all 250kW 
and 450Nm of it - and larger 
brakes also make the drive more < 
intense, because you can work j 
the rear-drive chassis so much ^ 
harder. Yet the 2.0TD is almost 
equally enjoyable, and the two cars 
appear near identical; I bet S 
owners will wish the company reps 
didn’t look so sharp and weren’t 
having so much fun. 

Above 1200 metres, the wet turns to 
slush and then snow. It’s the perfect 
environment to test All Surface Progress 
Control (ASPC), a new feature based on 
Land Rover technology and one that 
could help the XE score heavily over rear- 
drive rivals. Press a button on the centre 
console, set a low speed through the 
cruise-control buttons, and the Jag is 
supposed to find the traction that a 
human can’t. 

Not up here it doesn’t. I pull over onto a 
snow-covered layby on an uphill incline 
and immediately become stranded. The 
XE rocks as the torque shuffles 
aggressively back and forth across the 
axle, trying to find purchase with the tyres, 
but it won’t budge; the only thing 
squirming more than the Jag’s rear end is 
the PR in the passenger seat. 

Where ASPC really scores is as a Hill 
Descent Control system when you’re 
tip-toeing down an icy hill wondering if 
you’ll pinball to the bottom. It’s a very 
welcome comfort blanket in those 
situations. 

We’re back in Lisbon in time to head 
through rush-hour traffic. We criss-cross 
the uneven cobbles, get that gut-twisting 
panic when we (legally) drive down tram 
tracks, make three-point turns in tight 


Castelo Branco 


WEWENTWHERE2. 


Two days, three countries, 2 200km. From Lisbon 
first we went north into the snowy mountains, 
then charged down to the Algarve, into Spain, 
and on to Gibraltar. Every type of road, every type 
of weather. XE’s biggest test so far. 

spaces and queue at endless red lights. 

The auto ’box glides through the first of 
its eight ratios, the ride is settled over all 
but the harshest surfaces - there’s some 
clatter from the new Integral Link rear axle 
on really bad cobbles - chunky D-pillars 
make the optional reversing camera a 
near-necessity, and the turning circle is 
handily tight. 

Queuing traffic provides a perfect 
opportunity to experience the new 
InControl Touch infotainment system. The 
eight-inch touchscreen brings satnav 
across the range, and at last provides 
Jaguar with a more intuitive system. Steps 
between functions are greatly reduced, 
phones are paired painlessly, entering 
addresses requires no IT helpdesk. I have 
two gripes: the four blocks on the 
homescreen - audio, climate, sat-nav and 
phone - aren’t as easily distinguished as 
they could be, particularly the climate and 


satnav functions, and it’s still easier to 
zoom in on a map using a rotary dial than it 
is prodding your finger at a screen in a 
moving car. But a huge improvement. 

We’re up early again the next morning, 
heading over Lisbon’s Golden-Gate-a-like 
suspension bridge and towards Spain. 

We’ve got a hell of a lot of kilometres to 
blitz, so we don’t hang about. 

Even at high speed the XE remains an 
incredibly refined car, with hushed wind 
noise and a pillowy ride. It’s also freakishly 
planted, seeming almost immune to 
crosswinds - presumably another benefit 
of that clever electric power-steering 
tuning - without coming over all aloof. 

We drive into the burning orange sun as 
it rises up ahead, past Faro and Seville, the 
roads empty as the needle hovers around 
140kph. Even at these speeds, the fuel 
gauge proves surprisingly stoic; Jaguar 
claims as little as 4.2L/100km, and the 
fuel computer reveals we’re averaging 
8.3L/100km, which is excellent given the 
caning meted out. 

We stop to refuel after four hours, and I 
bound out with no numb bum, no sore 
back, no stiffness. . . but after all that time 
staring at the dash I’m starting to find fault 
with the interior. 

The swoop that flows from the dash-top 
straight into the door casings is pure XJ, 
but it creates a busy interface where the 
two sections meet and leaves the air-vent 
treatment looking clunky. The touchscreen 
works well, but the side-effect of having it 
in easy reach of prodding fingers is an ugly 
tombstone dominating the dash centre. 

The rotary gear controller looks lost in the 
centre console - the F-Type’s shifter would 
be far more indicative of excellent 
dynamics - and Jaguar continues to field a ► 
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Eietter than a 3 Series? 

We’ll see, but gut-feel is yes, by a margin 
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steering wheel with oversized spokes that 
resist your hands like a blind-date with a 
change of heart. The cheap-feeling 
paddleshifters are also positioned right 
where you want to rest your fingers; I hold 
the rim above the spokes and use my little 
finger to tap the paddles, coming over all 
Queen-drinking-a-cuppa. There’s more 
too: the head- and armrests are too firm; 
the ambient lighting too 1990s cocktail 
bar; the switch for choosing driving 
modes too fiddly... 

The XE is still, ultimately, a nice place to 
be, but it’s easy to find fault here where 
the drive results in a blank notepad. What 
about the practical stuff that’s essential 
for junior execs... the boot space, the 
legroom? The boot holds 450 litres (30 
fewer than 3 Series/ C-Class/A4), and 


that sloping roofline means you must duck 
under it to climb in, and parents will find it 
a little harder to belt kids into child seats; 
an estate would remove both hurdles, but 
the engineers remain surprisingly coy 
about its existence - they’re not planning 
a junior F-Pace, perchance? There is room 
for four six-footers in the back of the XE, 
but I’m Oft 1in and my hair brushes the 
headlining, and my knees touch the 
scalloped seatbacks with their solid plastic 
centres. I could sit here all day with only 
muffled griping, but take note if you’ve 
sired giant offspring. 

Back on the road, the speed creeps a 
little higher with the finish in sight. A sign 
points us off the autoroute towards the 
Rock poking out of the Med like a giant 
shark fin. 


There’s a proper border crossing from 
Spain into Gibraltar, and legend has it that 
the queues last hours. We’re through in 15 
minutes, pulled over by a British bobby 
who comments on the ‘lovely car’ and 
sends us on our way. 

We drive down Winston Churchill 
Avenue, over the airport runway that 
bisects it - getting buzzed by an 
aggressively driven 1980s Seat Panda on 
Spanish plates - and on towards the Rock 
that looms above us. Thirty thousand 
inhabitants squeeze onto this tiny outcrop 
and space is at a premium: houses cram 
together row-after-row, scooters park in 
endless lines down side streets, and 
dredging continues to reclaim land to ease 
demand. We thread through narrow streets 
before discovering the road that heads 
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We’re pulled over by a 
British bobby who 
comments on the ‘loveiy car’ 
and sends us on our^way 
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straight up to the Rock. Part-way up 
there’s a turn-off and a ticket barrier. 
Beyond that, a thin road cut out of the 
rockface by the Royal Anglian Regiment 
spears steeply upwards, just a few painted 
white stones and a loose covering of 
foliage shrouding a hefty tumble into the 
harbour below. 

The Rock might create further pressures 
on Gibraltar’s precious square metres, but 
the geography was quickly exploited by 
the military: far below us, the British 
carved a vast network of tunnels and 
control rooms out of the limestone; up 
above, the Rock’s 426-metre elevation 
provides commanding views of the Straight 
Of Gibraltar, that crucial little bottleneck 
between the Atlantic and the 
Mediterranean Sea. 


The road climbs up and up, past Barbury 
macaques whose behaviour swings 
between fierce in-fighting and mournfully 
contemplative glances at tourists, and on 
towards Spur Battery, a large artillery base 
that once made enemy vessels cower with 
its 9.2-inch gun’s 27 000-metre range. 

Today, the gun is gone, displayed at the 
Duxford Air Museum in England, so we’re 
able to park the XE right on the spot 
where that gun once wheeled left to right 
scanning the horizon, from Spain to Africa 
and out into the Atlantic. 

It’s been an amazing road trip and the 
best possible introduction to this crucial 
new car. The opposition won’t be a 
walkover for the XE, but from up here, the 
most important Jaguar in decades certainly 
feels ready to take on the world, ca 


JAGUAR XE 2.0D 
R-SPORT 

Price Not Yet 
Engine 1 999cc 16v 4-cyl 
turbodiesel, 132kW @ 4000rpm, 
430Nm @ 1 750-2500rpm 

Transmission 

Eight-speed automatic, 
rear-wheel drive 

Suspension 

Double wishbone front, 
multi-link rear 

Perfonnance 7.8sec O-IOOkph, 
225kph, 4.2€/100km, 109g/km 

Length/width/height 

4672/2075/1 416mm 

Weight/made from 1 665kg 
(est)/al u m i n i u m/steel 
On Sale: September 201 5 
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< These roads that 
made legends have 
now become 
legends in their 
own right 

< 1969 Targa Florio, 
Feriy Porsche (in 
the suit) chats to his 
drivers. Gerhard 
Mitter, at the wheel 
of car no. 266, took 
the victory along 
with Udo Schiitz. 
Elford and Maglioli 
took second. Third 
and 4th places also 
went to the Porsche 
908/02 Spiders 


HESE ARE TIMES of progress, but there 
are also fields of human endeavour in which 
we’ve stalled, or slipped backwards. We 
haven’t improved on - or even replaced - 
Concorde or the Apollo programme, and 
watching footage of the final years of the 
Targa Florio from that same era might leave 
you with the same feeling of loss. When did 
we lose interest in seeing sports cars 
racing over a mountain road? When did we forget the 
rightness of that? Wasn’t motorsport better then? Could 
we not have found a way to constrain the size and 
power of sports-racers so we could still run them on 
real roads? If consenting adults can still go rallying, why 
did proper road racing die? 

The Targa Florio is long gone now. The final race was 
stopped by the police in 1977 after three crashes and 
two fatalities in the first four laps. It wasn’t that 
dangerous, by the standards of the time. It killed nine 
people over 71 years: the Mille Miglia killed 56 in 30 
years. But it was unquestionably one of the toughest 
tests of a car and driver. ‘It’s a very deflating circuit,’ 
Graham Hill said of the 69-kilometre route through the 
green Madonie mountains in northern Sicily. ‘It’s good to 
come here once a year and just get your sense of 
proportion correct, otherwise you might think you’re a 
lot better than you are.’ 

Helmut Marko described the Targa as ‘totally insane’. 


< New Targa 
properly quick, 
when the surface 
allows 


and didn’t want to take part. Drivers would try to learn 
or re-learn the course a couple of days in advance in 
rental cars, fast road cars brought over for the purpose, 
or even their race cars. A beautiful blue wedge of 
Porsche 908 or a Rosso Corsa 600-horsepower Ferrari 
512S was almost a common sight amid the traffic of 
mule-carts and Fiat 500s. On race day, a quarter of a 
million Sicilians would come out to watch (for free) the 


heroes of Le Mans shriek through their farms and 
villages. Then they would start a game of cards, and get 
drunk. The signs encouraging them to keep dogs and 
children locked up were largely ignored. Drivers would 
sometimes arrive at a corner at speed to find grip 
seriously reduced by a fresh spill of manure. 

Vic Elford won the race for Porsche. ‘At times we were 



A Elford only let 
co-driver Maglioli 
have three laps in 
’68. Still gets 
garland, though 


driving into a wall of people that would just open out as 
we drove by and close in behind us. As you got closer to 
lunchtime, the red wine would flow, and a little old man 
would stumble across the road with his glass. So we had 
to be careful not to hit them. Otherwise, there was no 
big problem.’ 

‘If you have never ordered buffalo’s milk cheese from 
an octogenarian shopkeeper with 500-horsepower 
prototipi clipping the kerb six feet away,’ wrote Doug 
Blain after witnessing the 1972 Targa, ‘then you haven’t 
been motor racing.’ 

And now we never will. At least the name lives on: in 
Australia’s insane Targa Tasmania, which captures some 
of the libertarian spirit of the original, and in this 
Porsche 911 Targa. The Targa nameplate is 50 years 
old this year. It’s Porsche’s second oldest after Carrera, 
and a decade older than Turbo. It was first applied to an 
open 911 in 1965, the year after British driver Colin 
Davis won the Targa Florio in Porsche’s pretty 904 GTS. 
But Porsche had been winning here since 1956. By the 
time the race was finally stopped it had won 1 1 times, ► 
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A When the road 
looks like this 
you’ll be glad 
you’re in a four- 
wheel-drive 
Porsche, and not a 
Ferrari 458 


VicElford: 
a proper legend 


LEWIS HAMILTON’S alright, but he’s no 
Vic Elford. In QuickVic’s day drivers would 
compete in F1 , F2 and sports cars in the 
same season, but Elford was exceptional. 

In 1 968 he won the Monte Carlo Rally, 
and a week later the Daytona 24 Hours. 
Later that year he won the Niirburgring 
1 000km and came fourth in his first F1 
race at Rouen, in the wet. But it was his 
astonishing erasure of an 1 8-minute 
deficit to win the Targa Florio the greatest 
achievement of that extraordinary year? 
‘Oh, absolutely, no question. Daytona was 
a bit of an anti-climax because nothing 
went wrong with my car. We just drove 
and drove and drove and we won. But with 
the Targa Florio, I really had to work for it.’ 
The following season he tried NASCAR in 
the Daytona 500, and later Can-Am with 
McLaren. In 1972 President Pompidou 
made him a Chevalier of the National Order 
of Merit for stopping mid-race at Le Mans 
to rescue the drivers in a fiery crash. Much 
later, as an instructor, he would discover 
Juan Pablo Montoya. He is a central figure 
in Porsche’s motorsport history: not only 
were his victories on the Monte and at 
Daytona Porsche’s first in major rallying 
and 24-hour racing, but it was Elford who 
persuaded Porsche to go rallying with the 
911. They might still make them like Vic, but 
we rarely get the chance to find out. 
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more than any other marque, to the colossal irritation of the great 
Italian names which had tried for longer but lacked Porsche’s 
mechanical toughness. 

The 911 Targa has not always been the most credible 911, but the 
new one impressed us with its gorgeous retro brushed-aluminium 
roll-hoop (a nod to the original); with its clever, balletic roof 
mechanism, and with a structure that seems impervious to 
deflection. So it deserves the long trip back ‘home’. 

Taking a 911 with the benefit of 50 years’ development and 
driving it at non-racing speeds might seem like a less stern test, 
but it doesn’t feel that way from the start. The autopista south 
through mainland Italy is sucked into a biblical downpour which 
almost blinds us and makes us very glad of the Targa’s standard 
all-wheel drive and a roof that fits properly. The ferry from the toe 
of Italy lands in Messina, and after the short crossing you feel like 
you’ve travelled back to an older, more impoverished Italy. It’s 
grittier than the mainland. Packs of stray dogs roam the docks, 
there are piles of uncollected rubbish, and everyone drives a Fiat j 
still, other than the heavy-set men in tracksuits and Mercedes who / 
cast a heavy, lazy eye over our German-registered Porsche. Maybe 
they just like the way it looks; with the deep blue paintwork 
contrasting with the aluminium roll-hoop and the deep brown cabin, 
it’s the best-looking 911. 

Sicily’s roads are in a bad way, with craters that could swallow a 
wheel. The Targa is a very expensive car now: a standard 4S sells 
for R1.56m in South Africa. But it doesn’t feel like a highly-strung 
exotic as we negotiate the unforgiving angles and gradients and 
not-very-level crossings on the narrow road that leads up to our 
hotel. As always, the 911 feels wieldy, manageable, and robust. I 
wouldn’t want to get a 458 up here. ' 

Nino Vaccarella is unquestionably the most-loved winner of the 
Targa. He was born in Collesano, a small town on the circuit, and 
while a teacher in Palermo he would take on and beat the biggest 
names in motorsport here. One year, he put his Ferrari into a wall. 
The next year, the locals had painted 'attento, Nino' on the wall: 
‘careful, Nino’. The fact that local knowledge could defeat the 
world’s greatest drivers showed how tough this circuit was. The 
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911 Targa vs Targa Florio 

others learnt it, but Nino just knew it. Fellow driver 
Ludovico Scarfiotti explained the difference. ‘Every day, 
when Nino come to do a bath in the sea, he do a lap of 
the Targa Florio. He is very, very quick. Very very. It is 
not easy to do the same time.’ 

So I don’t try. The circuit starts at the old pits at 
Floriopoli, just inland from the northern coast and about 
50km east of the capital, Palermo. The garages and 
grandstands are intact and largely as Vaccarella and 
the others left them, but derelict. A farm worker 
happens to open one of the gates and let us follow him 
in to see the bust of Count Vincenzo Florio, the 
eccentric nobleman and early racer who started it all in 
1907. But otherwise there’s no access, and nothing to 
do other than listen for the echoes of the 250GTOs, and 
start your stopwatch. I do, of course, and while I don’t 
get anywhere near the 33-minute lap record. I’d prefer 
not to say how quickly the 911 went round, because I’d 
like to go back. 

The other man who really knew the Targa was born in 
London, and drove a Porsche. ‘I am probably the only 
man who ever knew it absolutely,’ Vic Elford told me by 
Skype from his home in Florida. ‘Two reasons for this. 
One, I’ve got a photographic memory. That doesn’t mean 
I could remember it totally the first time, but I remember 
a hell of a lot quicker than most people. 

‘Secondly, when I was rallying, I could drive over a 
road I’d never seen in my life, absolutely on the limit 
with my pace notes providing they had been made 
properly. Then when I started to learn the Targa Florio, I 
was calling out pace notes as though I was dictating 
them to a co-driver, except there was no co-driver. They 
were going up here, (taps his forehead). I would do that 
for one lap. The next lap, I would be mind-reading these 
pace notes. I would do that three or four times and then 
I would have a coffee and get somebody, anybody, my 
wife, to sit beside me. I would drive around a lap in my 
head and I would be calling my pace notes out loud. 
Because that way, if you make a mistake, you know it.’ 

There are between 300 and 900 corners, depending 
on what you count as a corner, on a circuit so big the 
drivers would have to find a telephone on which to call 
back to the pits when they broke down. Unlike a modern 
circuit, the corners don’t have names, although one 
became known as ‘Back to Britain in a Box.’ Heading 
out of the pits it is impossible to imagine how Nino or 
Vic memorised them all. The 911 feels sensational here 
on these early, smooth, swaying stretches. The control 
weights are exactly as a 911’s should be: heavy and 
deliberate, so that when you start to extend that 294kW 
naturally-aspirated flat-six and ask the four-wheel-drive 
system to bite down harder on the asphalt, that weight 
resolves into perfect precision and consistency. 

Oh yes, the 294kW: the same as a standard, 3.8-litre- 
engined 911 Carrera S, but no less remarkable for the 
familiarity. Almost the same power output as the 996 
Turbo that blew my mind as a junior road tester a 
decade ago, but now available on just the second rung 
of the 911 ladder. The engine’s response to that meaty 
throttle is so instant, its reserves so deep, its howl at 
the top end so intoxicating that you find yourself 
wondering if Quick Vic could possibly have gone faster 
in his 2.2-litre 907 back in 1968. ‘You know the high 
street in Cerda, the first town? I was hitting about 
185mph (298kph) at the top of it.’ 

Ah. Okay. At least that clever folding roof magnifies ► 
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> Lovely, bullet- 
proof cockpit feels 
up to endurance 
racing 



> Elford enjoyed 
slightly less 
comfort. 907’s 
air-con was a 
work in progress 



>► There are up 
to 900 of these on 
the Targa route. 
Nurburgring? Pfft 
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off-piste on his 
own personal 
Targa Gelato 
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Hard fabric roof 
panel folds out.. 


Snaps shut! Takes 18sec, 
but you must be stationary 


Huge rear window 
hinges up... 


One lap of the Tai^a Florio 


Holidaying in Sicily? Want to have a crack at 
Leo Kinnunen’s lap record of 33min 36sec? He 
set it in a Porsche 908/3 in 1 970 at an average 
of nearly 1 29kph, including villages and many 
hairpins. Good luck in that rented Panda! 

7. Buonfornello straight: at 6km, 
around the same length as the 
pre-chicane Mulsanne at Le 
Mans. Peak speeds 320kph+ 


Buonfornellc 


START/FINISH 

1. Floriopolis. Start/finish 
line, pits and grandstand 
are only visible reminder 
of the race. Public road 
still runs through it. 

2 . Cerda. Bit of a dump. 
Vic Elford was doing 
298kph by the end of the 
main street. You won’t be. 


3. Landslip worst after Cerda: 
some sections impassable in 
a low-slung car. 




6 . Campofelice: new one-way 
system is the only place you’ll 
have to deviate from the original 
route, unless you come at bam 
Campofelice on a Sunday morning. 


5. Collesano. Birthplace 
of Nino Vaccarella. Look 
out for the famous, much- 
photographed hairpin as 
you enter the village. Less 
marble-dust on the road 
than in Vic’s day. 

4. Road out of 
Caltavuturo was 
built by Mussolini’s 
1 930s Fascist 
government to 
support the race. 
Fast and smooth 
and quick. 


Caltavuturo 



< The Porsche 
911 Carrera RSR 
3.0 of Herbert 
Muller and Gijs 
van Lennep on 
route to winning 
the 1973 Targa 
Florio 


PORSCHE 911 
TARGA 4S 

Price R1 555000 
On sale Now 
Engine 3 800cc 
24v flat-six, 
257kW@7400rpm, 
390Nm @ 5600rpm 
Transmission Seven- 
speed PDK dual-clutch, 
four-wheel drive 
Performance 4.8sec 
0-100kph,300kph, 
8.7€/100km, 237g/km 
C02 

Suspension 

MacPherson strut front, 
multi-link rear 

Length/width/ 

height 

4491/1 852/1 300mm 

Weight/made from 

1 555kg/steel, 
aluminium 
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the noise and sensation of speed when it’s retracted. 
You do feel the extra 95kg over a tin-top 4S, but only 
just, and only occasionally, and on balance I’d struggle 
not to choose a Targa if I was buying a new 911. 

The road from Cerda to Caltavuturo, the next town, 
ought to be sensational: a dizzying series of fast curves 
heading up into the mountains, empty of traffic. But it’s 
soon apparent that if the Targa Florio is resurrected, it 
won’t be on these roads. Since the race ended, the 
whole mountainside has shifted, and bent and broken 
the road. The 91 1 has the ground clearance to get 
through, just, and I’m frequently glad of those mighty 
brakes as we round another bend to find the road rippled 
or collapsed ahead. It’s impressive how the torture the 
twisting surface inflicts on the chassis doesn’t corrupt 
the steering, despite the loss of the roof. The clever, 
intuitive, anticipatory downshifts from the PDK ’box in 
Sport mode mean the engine is almost always in the 
thick of its torque as you exit a bend, or clear another 
rough section. You’re glad of the good visibility too, as 
you constantly scan the surface, wary of sumping that 
engine, or pulling a wheel off. It could easily happen on 
these roads. But fast progress is still possible. 

The surface was actually quite good back then,’ says 
Elford. ‘In a 91 1 or even a 907, there was nowhere I had 
to be careful because I might rip the bottom off the 
engine. Now, yeah, there are times when you’re down to 
walking pace, otherwise you’d destroy the car. 

‘The problem was grip. Outside the towns, I would drive 
like a racer, on rails. But in Cerda, Collesano and 
Campofelice the road surface is a greyish colour. It’s 
actually marble dust. And marble dust is like ice. So if 
you try to drive like a racer through the towns, either you 
drive very slowly, or you go off the road. But I was a rally 
driver too, so the moment I came to the town, I’d start 
driving sideways.’ 

Vic’s photographic memory and ability to drift a 907 
like a rally car produced arguably the greatest-ever 
drive in the Targa Florio. 1968 had already been a good 
year: he’d won both the Monte Carlo rally in a 911 and 
the Daytona 24 Hours in a 907, Porsche’s first overall 
win in a 24-hour race. But his Targa Florio looked done 
for when he lost a wheel (the spectators lifted his car 
up so he could put it back on) and then punctured on 
the first lap. He fitted his space-saver spare and drove 
flat-out on it down the six-kilometre straight along the 
coast to get back to the pits. He was 18 minutes 
behind the leader and assumed the race was lost. So 
instead he went after the lap record, smashing it time 
and again, only letting his co-driver have three of the 
1 1 laps. Vic was in the car again at the end, overtook 
the leading Alfa T33 on the penultimate lap, and won 
the race by three minutes, leaving the new lap record a 
minute faster than the old one. 

It was one of the greatest drives in sports car history, 
in one of its greatest and most difficult races. It was 
such a feat that Porsche took the rare step of putting 
Elford on the poster it made for that year’s race, instead 
of the car. 

Plainly, it will never be repeated. You drive up into 
those mountains and realise that the Targa Florio ended 
so long ago that geology has already started to 
obliterate its traces. Soon, you’ll need an archaeologist 
to trace its route, not a Porsche 911. Any hope that this 
kind of racing might return is probably just hopeless 
nostalgia. But still, haven’t we lost something? d 
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SN’T CALL IT 


COMEBACK.. 





. . .Opel’s been here for years, but corporate rationalisation 
from within General Motors has left the company em- 
battled and its fans disillusioned. Can the distinctive new 
Adam make us fall in love with the brand again? 


WORDS RAY LEATHERN I PHOTOGRAPHY DESMOND LOUW 


T O HELP US find out we’re 

taking Opel’s latest urban dweller 
to a place that knows a thing or 
two about urban renewal - 
Woodstock, Cape Town. Not long 
ago only the hippest of the hip 
would’ve braved this narrow 
corridor adjacent to the city between Devils Peak 
and the docks. But nowadays its semi-derelict, 
low-rise urban scrawl (not sprawl) fuses with restored 
Victorian homes and trendy eateries to create a 
uniquely South African socio-political scene. From 
the Old Castle Brewery, to the Old Biscuit Mill, 
Woodstock may have its roots set firmly in the past 
but its mentality is fully integrated in the now. 
Geographically, unlike District Six that was deemed a 
‘whites only’ area, the ‘grey zone’ of Woodstock never 
suffered forced removals during Apartheid, at least 
giving it a chance at a 21st century renaissance after 
falling into disrepair. To a similar extent Opel has 
suffered through GM’s draconian efforts to put 
Chevrolet ahead in the passenger-car portfolio. 
Locally last month Opel sold 188 cars. In the same 
period Chevrolet sold 1 479. Is now not the time for a 
feel-good hatch with a bit of street cred to lure Joe 
Public back to Opel? 


Kick-Ass styling 


First launched at the 2012 Paris motor show, we’ve 
waited longer than most to get the German compact 
to our shores, but the upside is we benefit from the 
new wave of downsized turbo engines. More than 
the engines, it’s the Adam’s kerb appeal that 


promises to win back fans. We pause for some 
photography near a freshly graffiti-ed wall, the air is 
sweet with the oddly agreeable scent of nearby 
foreshore, dissipating fog, and Woodstock light 
industria making a slow start to the day. If this were 
a contest of how many passers-by could threaten 
the street poles, twisting their necks to catch a 
glimpse of the new hatch, it’d be off to a roaring 
start. It doesn’t take long for the first streetwalker to 
make a beeline for photographer Des and me. My 
initial reaction is to protect the camera equipment 
strewn round the disused parking lot; my relief is 
palpable when all the guy wants to talk about is the 
car. I can’t say I blame him. It looks something of an 
unlikely street hero on this humdrum midweek 
morning. The Adam has clearly cribbed some styling 
from the Audi A1, and maybe even the Fiat 500 with 
its gumdrop shape and big glasshouse, but it doesn’t 
suffer the incongruity of retro influence in the case 
of the Fiat. There are bright white LEDs and round 
spotty type lights front and rear, although the black 
embellishments look too like an emo kid that went 
OTT with the eye-liner. Our car’s in Jam spec with 
optional Twisted OPC-Line style pack body kit, 
OPC-like crease lines down the flanks and 17-inch 
black alloys in Hurricane design. Entirely worth the 
R8 300 outlay to set it apart from the rest of the 
crowd. 


Haute couture hatch 


We know about hot hatches, we’ve become 
accustomed to the phenomenon of high hatches, 
but the small-yet-fashionable Adam could be termed ► 
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A Interior is chunky and styiish. The interface iogicai and 
seats thoroughiy comfortabie - impressive 



field offirp 


A Opei made bikes and sewing machines iong before 
fiat-whites and craft beers were popuiar - suck it hipsters 


A Where’ve we seen that C-piiiar styie iine before? 
A hearse? Uhm, forget we said anything... 


a haute hatch. Just because it’s the size of a Guess 
clutch bag doesn’t mean it can’t be as stylish as 
one. The interior is a great place to spend time with 
its cool pattern on top of the dash that looks like 
Iggy Azalea’s night stand in black and white. The 
intricate inlays in the dash are charming but also 
provide plenty of interior sound deadening from the 
thrum of the three-cylinder engine. The very good 
GM Intellilink touchscreen we’ve experienced in 
Chevy products is present and correct, too, set 
amongst the pleasant curvature of the facia. Be in 
no doubt that this feels like a premium car, with 
brilliant figure-hugging seats, cruise control and 
even blind-spot detection. Immediately comfortable 
with a mature seating position, the steering’s reach 
adjustment comes out farther than a dentist’s 
examination light. Opel has resisted the urge to give 
it massively chunky and sloped A-pillars for the 
sake of a low-slung roof line, and hallelujah, that 
means you can actually see out of it; in a manner 
reminiscent of the square-boxed glasshouse you got 
on the first ‘new’ Mini. On a practical level though, 
the rear accommodation isn’t generous - calling it a 
2-1-2 is probably most apt - and neither is the 
smallest-in-class 170-litre boot capacity. 

Keith Urban’s puffer 

The EcoFlex triple fires-up smooth as I venture 
straight into morning rush-hour traffic. Indulge in a 
little rev at the lights and it gives a satisfying, bassy 
snort, like its exhaust is blowing a little (a-la every 
Corsa Lite you’ve ever come across). Woodstock 
may be a hive of activity these days but there’s a 
reason all the locals ride Vespas and bicycles 
around here; the narrow, bus- and taxi-festooned 
roadways are a pretty painful place to drive. Unless 
you have an Opel Adam at your disposal, that is. We 
know three-cylinder engines are all the rage right 
now but this one benefits hugely from the addition 
of its ‘puffer’, or turbocharger. 85kW is par for the 
course from an old-tech NA lump, but it’s the 
170Nm that gets the Adam’s red rev needle 
springing to attention. Crucially, peak torque is 
available from 1800 all the way to 4 500rpm and 
that makes this all-aluminium, direct-injection 
engine a responsive little gem. Then there’s the 
counter-rotating balance shaft that actually works 
on this 3-cylinder (we have our doubts on the 
Citroen Cl you’ve already read about on page 40), 
making it smoother than buttermilk. There is barely 
a hint of lag at town speeds and it can reliably pull 
from as low down as 1 OOOrpm if you’re in a high 
gear; then in the midrange it graduates to a boosty 
bugger where you hold neutral throttle and let 
speed swell at an exponential rate. Perhaps Cpel 
missed a trick not giving it a little turbo boost 
gauge, but where the Germans definitely missed a 
trick was in the choice of gearbox. The cushy, soft- 
gated shifter feel is an unmistakable Cpel trait and 
probably the weakest link (excuse the pun) of the 
car. It’s a versatile 1.0-litre lump but you’re still 
going to be very familiar with the gearbox, shifting a 
lot to keep proceedings on the boil, and the 
imprecision can only worsen with time. And no, 
before you jump to conclusions, the Adam isn’t 
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A The Adam looks like a 
square of Cadbury Top 
Deck, inverted. Graffiti 
people cheer in agreement 



A Original Opel sewing 
machine pedals not well- 
aligned for heel-&-toe 





DRIVING THE NEW CARS 

Opel Adam Jam 1.0T EcoFlex 



heavy drinker, it’s just got a tiny 35-litre fuel tank. 
Meaning you’ll be visiting the pumps pretty 
regularly, but it shouldn’t be expensive to refill. 

Tenacious G 

As far as manoeuvrability goes, there’s no downside 
to the Adam’s absence of size and weight when 
you’re threading through Woodstock’s smoke- 
belching Putco buses and dawdly u-turners. Yet 
oddly, sat inside the upmarket cabin, its agility never 
fails to surprise. It simply doesn’t feel like an 
affordable run-around that happens to be as 
chuckable as a smart car. It feels way more 
sophisticated and grown up than that. There’s more 
grip than the turbo triple’s power can overcome and 
its 17-inch tyres instil a front end that carves up 
corners like a Ginsu knife. The car has almost 
prodigious levels of grip for its diminutive 3.7m x 
1.9m dimensions. Impressively, the ride isn’t badly 
influenced by the large diameter, low-profile tyres 
and there’s no excessive tram-lining over changing 
road surfaces. And don’t forget those rear wheels 


OPEL ADAM JAM1.0T 
ECOFLEX 

Price: R219700 (as tested) 
Engine: 999cc, 12v, 3-cyl petrol 
turbocharged, 85kW 
@ 5000-6000rpm, 170Nm 
@ 1 800-4500rpm 
Transmission: 6-speed manual, 
front-wheel drive 

Performance: 9.9secs O-IOOkph, 
196kph top speed, 5.1 €/1 00km, 
119g/km 

Suspension: MacPherson strut 
front, torsion beam rear 
Weight: 1 156kg 
Length/width/height: 
3747/1 966/1 807mm 
On sale: Now 


are positioned right at the back of the car so you 
can trust it to hold on in there, communicating 
everything seat-of-your-pants style. Then there’s 
the city steering mode. At the flick of switch it 
bumps the power assistance so high you could do a 
Ken Block 360-degree stunt turn with a twirl of 
your pinky finger. Very cool for parking I guess, but 
not prescribed for use at road speeds. 

Surprise, surprise 

So the Adam doesn’t just ooze loads of charm, it 
also surprises in terms of interior quality and 
engineering depth. This is easily the best and 
cleverest city car to be introduced in ages, real 
competition for the premium supermini set currently 
led by the Mini Cooper and Audi AT Better still; 
compared to R250k for the Audi and R300k for the 
Mini, a R209 900 starting price even qualifies as 
good value. But more than value, you can’t put a 
price on a great comeback story from a company 
with a heritage as great as Opel’s. Turn the page to 
find out all about it. El 
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ALL IN A FLASH 

Not just a carmaker, the incredible array of products, ideas and 
endeavours undertaken by Adam Opel AG are all testament to the 
indelible mark that the brand with the lightning logo has left on history 


N ot so long ago, Opel was 
bleeding cash so fast, owner 
General Motors was close to pulling 
the plug permanently. Thankfully it 
didn’t, and now the 153-year-old 
brand and its wildly diverse heritage 
is beginning to thrive once more. 

It may be hard to imagine it nowadays, but not 
only did the Opel Kadett sell as well as the VW 
Golf in the 80s and early 90s, it also regularly beat 
BMW on the race track. Even before that, big Opels 
with grandiose names such as Diplomat, Admiral 
and Kapitan powered by even more grandiose V8s 


were the equal of Mercedes-Benz’s S-Class. When 
US President Gerald Ford toured Germany on a 
state visit in 1975 his carriage was a long- 
wheelbase Opel Diplomat V8. 

Not just Kadetts and Corsas, Asconas and 
Rekords, the Opel name has been associated with 
everything from sewing machines, bicycles and 
‘Frigidaire’ fridges to motorcycles and various 
rocket-powered machines. There’s a rich history 
invested in the brand as a trip to a storage facility 
in Russelsheim - a veritable treasure trove of all 
things Opel - revealed. Here are twelve significant 
segments of the Opel kaleidoscope. 


Company founder Adam 
Opel had no idea his 
name would one day 
be fixed to the bootlids 
of millions of cars - an 
enduring legacy 
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CAR CULTURE 

Opel’s heritage 



1 SEWiNG 
MACHINES 


As a 20-year-old apprentice locksmith and 
metalworker, Adam Opel left his home in 
Russelsheim, Germany on what was termed 
‘journeyman’s travel’. After a spell in Belgium he 
moved on to France where he worked in a sewing 
machine factory. Once armed with the necessary 
fabrication skills, he took the idea back to Germany in 
1862, founded Adam Opel AG and began to produce 
sewing machines in a barn given to him by his uncle 
in Russelsheim. Around one million units were made 
before a fire destroyed the factory in 1911. 



3 CARS 


Best known for its cars, it is interesting to note that founder Adam Opel died 
four years before his company’s first foray into the world of the automobile. 
This was probably a good thing as it is said he wouldn’t have liked it much 
anyway, dismissing motor vehicles as dangerous and smelly. Fortunately, 
his wife and sons did not share his sentiments as they launched into 
partnership with coachbuilder Lutzmann in 1899 resulting in the 
Opel Patent Motorwagen Lutzmann. In truth this was basically just 
a motorised coach and a mere 65 were built over a two-year 
period. The Opels wanted something more modern and 
so established a badge-engineering joint-venture 
with French manufacturer Darracq before 
starting to build cars of its own 
design in 1903. 





2 BICYCLES 


After falling off a high-wheel, penny farthing-tyj)^ 
bicycle from England, Adam Opel decided thesp 
were too dangerous for any his five sons to ride. As 
ever though, he saw the business opportunity and 
began production of a safer, small-wheel design in 
1886. By the mid-1920s, Opel was the world’s 
largest bicycle producer, but overcapacity and a 
collapsed market forced the Adams’ sons to 
expand the product portfolio. Opel bicycle 
production ceased in February 1937. 
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4 MOTOR- 
CYCLES 

While not a prolific 
manufacturer of motorcycles, 
many Opel-branded one- and 
two-cylinder two-wheelers did 
enter the market over three 
distinct periods between 1901 
and 1930. Perhaps the most 
impressive of these being the 
1928 Opel Motoclub 500cc 
which even today remains 
highly sought after. 


» 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 


1 - 




ROCKET-PROPELLED 
PLANES, TRAINS AND 
AUTOMOBILES 

Fritz von Opel, race car driver and grandson of Adam, teamed 
up with astronomer and test pilot Max Valier to develop a 
^ rocket-powered car. Using solid-fuel rockets, RAK 1 hit 

lOOkph in eight seconds in April 1928. A few weeks later, now 
carrying 24 rockets packed with 120kg of explosives, the 
aerodynamically refined RAK 2 hit an estimated 238kph on 
^ the AVUS track in Berlin. This was followed up by an 




unmanned speed record-setting rocket-propelled rail vehicle 
called RAK 3 - the world’s first jet train, sort of. RAK 4 was 
supposed to beat that record but it blew up causing German 
authorities to put an end to von Opel testing his next machine: 

a r/^/^l/'c»+-rir»\A/oroH m I o I InHoiin+oH ho 

pressed on with the even crazier idea of 
flying a rocket-powered plane. After 
two aborted attempts, his plane took 
off on rocket power alone, flew at 
150kph about 25 metres above 
ground for around 80 seconds 
before destroying the aircraft in an 
emergency landing. Respect. 
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RACE CARS 

Opel’s motorsport trophy cabinet may not be as 
stuffed to the intakes as Porsche’s or Ferrari’s, but 
its involvement in track racing stretches all the way 
back to 1903 with the Opel Rennwagen: a 70kph 
race car that developed almost nine kiloWatts from 
its 1.9-litre, two-cylinder motor. Just ten years 
later, Opel’s Grand Prix racer featured a 4.5-litre, 
four-cylinder engine that already employed four 
valves per cylinder and overhead camshaft 
technology to boost power to 81 kW and top speed 
to 170kph. 

Any retelling of Opel’s on-track exploits would be 
woefully incomplete without mentioning the 
immense impact its models had on South African 
production car racing where the company captured 
13 titles over a 14-year period from 1988-2001 
(including five titles under the Delta banner). 
Watching trick Superbosses in the hands of Briggs 
and McCleery holding off mighty six-cylinder BMW 
325is is the stuff of legends. 

On the global circuit racing scene, Opel’s most 
notable victory came in 1996 when Manuel Reuter 
clinched the International Touring Car title driving a 
368kW, all-wheel drive Calibra. 




8KADETT 

Although marketed as an Astra these 
days, the Kadett started life almost 80 
years ago as a more compact version of 
the Olympia, powered by a 17kW, 

1.1-litre four-cylinder engine. A self- 
supporting, all-steel body was offered in 
both sedan and convertible forms. 
Production was halted through the 
second world war before being resumed 
in 1945 under Soviet control in Russia 
as the Moskvich 400. 

1962 sees the return of the Opel Kadett 
in more powerful 1.0-litre OHV guise, now 
built in Bochum, Germany. The 1965 
Kadett B is sold in a variety of bodystyles 
from two and four-door notchbacks to the 




fast-back limousine, plus two 
coupe versions as well as a 
three and five-door station 
wagon. Talk about niche- 
plugging. The Kadett C 
range is headed by a sporty 
GT/E coupe with a fuel 
injected 1.9-litre engine 


I driving the rear wheels. 

Kadett D - the first Kadett to hit SA 
showrooms - arrives in 1979 in hatchback 
and station wagon form and ushers in the 
front-drive, transverse era. Sales are 
strong but really take off with the 1984 
Kadett E which includes the iconic 85kW 
GSi. Five years later sales of all 

Kadetts breach the ten million 
mark. The following 
F-generation sees the 
continuation of the 
alphabetic sequence, 
but Opel opts to 
replace the Kadett 
moniker with Astra, 
selling four million 
units in total. 
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CONCEPT CARS 

Buried in the heart of the Russelsheim plant 
buzzing with camouflaged prototypes is a 
tidy workshop and storage facility that is 
home to everything Opel. It’s not open to 
the public, though its custodian Uwe Martin 
has high hopes of moving the collection into 
a purpose-built museum in the not too 
distant future. Naturally, Opel’s survival as a 
carmaker has taken priority in recent years. 

Ground floor is a feast for any historical 
buff, not just for fans of the brand, with 
everything from the sewing machines and 
the record-setting solid-wood-wheeled 
bicycle that set a speed record of 122.7kph 
in 1928 to a 191kW 12.3-litre race car built 
in 1914 and the stunning trio of concepts 
pre- and post-1968 Opel GT. Also present, 
amongst many others, are examples of the 
Lutzmann, Darracq and Laubfrosch cars 
plus every generation of Kadett. The back 
half is littered with immaculate race and 
rally machines including the Manta driven 
by Rauno Aaltonen and Walther Rohrl at the 
1974 Nurburgring 24Hour, Frentzen’s DTM 
Astra, the 1968 Rekord C ‘Black Widow’ 
and the 1982 WRC-winning Ascona. 

But it’s what lurks below that underlines 
Opel’s understanding of the importance of 
heritage. Where others might have been 
tempted to sell off all ‘non-essentials’ such 
as one-off prototypes and obscure concept 
cars, they’re mostly all still here in the 
basement of this unassuming building. For a 
car design nutter like myself, it’s a 
wonderland. Remember the avant-garde 
1983 Opel Junior concept with its 
individualisation options and visionary 
navigation system? What about the Corsa 
Moon design study, the Frogster, Antara 
GTC, or the Trixx? They’re all here, along 
with a truly unusual wide-bodied, high- 
riding Speedster coated in textured matte 
paint. Every significant concept car and 
one or two production gems, too. Fancy 
getting up close to a Lotus Carlton? And 
though it’s not an Opel, we even spot an 
extremely rare EV-1. Don’t tell GM. 



1972 Manta B, ’75 GT-W Geneve and ’69 CD concept cars 


1914 ‘Green Monster’ 12.3-litre race car 


1997 Corsa Moon design study 


1927 speed record bicycle 


2004 Vectra GTS V8 


1983 Opel Junior concept 



The workshop 
cum storeroom in 
Russelsheim is an 
eclectic collection 
of all things Opel. 
Concepts, race 
cars, bicycles 
and significant 
production cars 
all call this place 
home, for now... 



0 

Widebody Speedster prototype 
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CAR CULTURE 



Opel’s heritage 


10 FAMILY CARS 


It took 1 1 5 years of automobile production for Opel to name a car after its 
founder but given the successful launch of the Adam and the company’s high 
expectations for the recently released entry-level Karl (Adam’s first son was 
Carl), why stop there? After all, Adam Opel had five sons with wife Sophie. 
Who’s up for an Opel Wilhelm? Opel Heinrich? Friedrich, Ludwig...? 



12 RECORD BREAKERS 

Back in 1972, Opel set several records for diesel-fuelled cars with a modified 
version of its GT sports car. Fitted with a 2.1-litre turbodiesel engine producing 
70kW, the car hit a top speed of 197.5kph. Designed specifically to beat that 
record, Opel returned to the test track 30-years later with the Eco-Speedster. 
Based on a lightened and rebodied Opel Speedster/Vauxhall VX220 powered 
by an 82kW 1.3-litre Ecotec CDTI engine, the 660kg Eco-Speedster topped 
out at 257.8kph, averaged 226.9kph over 24 hours, and set an economy record 
of 2.5L/100km. 


11 RALLY CARS 


Before Group B rallying became all about 
all-wheel drive, monstrous power and, sadly, 
death, Walter Rohrl and co-driver Christian 
Geistdorfer drove a rear-wheel drive Opel 
Ascona B 400 to overall victory in the 1982 
World Rally Championship, beating the Audi 
Ouattros of Michele Mouton, Hannu Mikola 
and Stig 
Blomqvist. 
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DRIVE-IN 

DELIGHT 


The tenth in a series of articles looking back at some of South Africa’s famous circuits and 
the races and racers who participated at the venues. This month we look at the original 
ZWARTKOPS circuit in Pretoria. 

WORDS MIKE MONK 


R acing in Pretoria 

first took place on 26 
December 1902 with a 
motorcycle meeting held at 
the Caledonian Grounds 
and subsequent motorsport 
events were held at venues 
including the old horse 
racing course, the pre- and 
post-war Alan Reeve circuits, Waverley, 
Quaggaspoort, the McCallum circuit on the 
Cullinan Road and even the access roads around 
the original Iscor facility. An oval track named 
Zwartkops was built in 1947 for speedway and 
midget car racing, but this had nothing do with 
Zwartkops Raceway, which has had a chequered 
three-part history that has survived numerous 
major setbacks to become what is today probably 
the country’s busiest, best supported and most 
popular motor racing venue. 

For 13 years the Grand Central circuit at Halfway 
House had been the then Transvaal’s premier 
racing venue but by 1960 its end was in sight as 
the nearby newly-created Kyalami was about to 
take over the mantle. The last Grand Central race 
took place on 12 August 1961, 12 weeks before 
Kyalami opened and 14 weeks before Zwartkops 
opened its gates on 18 November. 

Reportedly built for a cost of R135 000 for a 
consortium led by Tertius de Vries, the undulating 
3.2km circuit - one loop of which ran around the 
perimeter of the popular Zwartkops drive-in theatre 
- was designed by Parker Briers to be used in 
either direction but the joint organising committee 
comprising members of the Pretoria Motor Club 
and SA Motor Racing Club opted for a clockwise 
course. There were races for 250, 350 and 500cc 
motorcycles - which included star riders Gary 
Hocking, Phil Read, Jim Redman and SA’s own 


ZWARTKOP 
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A Programme from the 
opening day race meeting 
held on 18 November 1961. 
In the early days, the circuit 
was called Zwartkop, the ‘s’ 
added later in its history 



A The first ever car race to be held at Zwartkops was a scratch 
race for production cars up to 1250cc and was won from the 
back of the grid by S G Ludwig in his BMW 700 Sport running 
on Caltex Aero-Methyl fuel 





A Fanie Viljoen in his LDS-Climax (the second of the SA 
designed and built LDS’s) leads Sam Tingle’s LDS-Alfa (the 
first LDS built) during the Autumn race meeting in 1962 
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MOTORSPORT 

Historic SA race circuits 




Paddy Driver, Trevor Blokdyk and Tiny and Bernie 
Marriner - and a number of handicap and scratch 
races for production, sports and GT cars. The very 
first race was a scratch event for production cars 
up to 1250cc and was won from the back of the 
grid by S G Ludwig in a BMW 700 Sport running 
on Caltex Aero-Methyl... 

A few misfortunes led to there being only five 
starters for the 20-lap feature car event, the 
Zwartkops Summer Race, but Blokdyk - in only his 
second ever car race - driving a 997cc Formula 
Junior Cooper-Ford took the lead on lap 10 and 
went on to win ahead of Fanie Viljoen’s 
LDS-Climax and Eugene Bosman’s Lotus 15-Alfa 
Romeo. Mrs E Langley won the Junior Handicap 
race in her Austin-Healey Sprite while Jan 
Hettema won a touring car race in his Alfa Romeo 
Giulietta ti from C du Plessis’ similar car. Blokdyk 
set the circuit’s first lap record for cars with a time 
of 1min34.4sec (122.7kph), slightly slower than the 
outright best time of 1min33.9sec (123.4kph) set 
by Read on his 500cc Matchless. 

The circuit was described by legendary local 
journalist Sy Symons as ‘a great leveller of cars and 
rewarder of driving skills, combined with nerve’. It ► 


A Angelo Pera in his potent 
and quick 1300cc Fiat 
Topolino heads an Austin 
A40 Farina during the 1 
July 1967 race meeting. 
Direction arrows were for 
the benefit of the drive-in 
theatre patrons rather than 
the racers... 


< Bruce Johnstone in 
the ex-Syd van der Vyver 
Cooper-Alfa at the inaugural 
race meeting on 18 
November 1961. He retired 
with a broken half-shaft 
having led for the first six 
laps 


ORIGINAL 

ZWARTKOPS 

RACE CIRCUIT 



A An aerial view of the circuit taken in 1 995 showing some 
of the changes to the layout over the years. Compared with 
the original layout (left), the loop around the old drive-in can 
clearly been seen at top right. In 1988 the left-hand side 
was made into a kart track and the opposite side into a race 
track, the two later joined to form the present layout ‘topped 
and tailed’ by the track highlighted in yellow. Alterations 
highlighted in blue and yellow came later 



y The Adrian Woodley/Les Naude 1071cc Austin Mini Cooper 
S comfortably won the fourth PMC 3-Hour race held on 10 
October 1972, covering 101 laps of the circuit 
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A A late pit stop for a tyre change by the leading Cruikshank/ 
Grey Mini Cooper S allowed the Fanie Viljoen/Dave Geffen 
Mini Cooper S to inherit the lead in the 1 971 3-Hour and take 
the chequered flag from the late Dave Hastie 


A Fanie Viljoen and Dave 
Geffen relax after winning the 
1971 3-Hour 



Y After arriving on the morning of the race from Bulawayo, 
the popular Welsh/Rhodesian motorcycle and car racer Gary 
Hocking drove his Lotus 18/21 -Climax from the back of the 
grid to first overall by over a lap in the 10-lap Total Cup race 
in 1962 




A After-race page of priceless 
autographs including those 
of motorcycle champions 
Gary Hocking, Phil Read, Jim 
Redman and SA’s own Paddy 
Driver 


< The grandiosely-named 
Great North Scuderia Abarth 
1000 of E Chiochetti that 
competed in the 10-lap 
Clubmans Handicap race in 
November 1962 



- ' Austin-Healey registration number DD300 is one of the most 
famous examples of the make. The ex-Le Mans car was borrowed 
. by local ace Bobby Olthoff and (shared with Tony Maggs) finished a 
^close second in the 9-Hour at Kyalami (behind a Ferrari 250 GTO!) 

re he took part in the 3-Hour at Zwartkops 
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was a pity then that according to the Pretoria 
News, some crowd trouble took place when a 
number of spectators entered prohibited areas and 
refused to take heed of marshals’ warnings, but 
fortunately no-one was injured when Tessa 
McKechnie’s Alfa Spider spun off amongst them in 
the Junior Handicap. 

The following year on 24 November there was 
once again a strong mix of world class riders and it 
was the just-retired former motorcycle world 
champion Gary Hocking - born in Wales but raised 
in Rhodesia - who was the main drawcard amongst 
the drivers in his ex-Tim Parnell Lotus 18/21-Climax. 
Blokdyk and Bobby Olthoff were other favourites 
and Britons Dave Goddin and Jack Patterson added 
international flavour. A scrutineering glitch saw 
Hocking start from the back of the grid in the 10-lap 
Total Cup race but by lap 2 he was in the lead and 
won by over a lap from Blokdyk’s Cooper T56-Ford, 
setting a new fastest lap of 1min27.4sec (132,4kph). 
Sadly, Hocking was killed later in the year when he 
crashed in practice for the Natal GP. Dawie Gous 
was the outright winner of the Sports and GT race in 
his Porsche Spyder and Hettema’s Alfa ti was again 
first in the saloon car race. Sarel van der Merwe 
took part in the Clubmans handicap races in an 
Auto Union TS. 

THEREAFTER THE CIRCUIT was used solely 
for local motorcycle racing until July 1967 when 
car racing returned while Kyalami underwent an 
upgrade to FIA standards. Cne of Zwartkops’ initial 
organisers (and talented racer) Fanie Viljoen 
claimed that the track was always intended to be a 
grassroots venue for the clubman but the track 
surface slowly deteriorated and early in 1968 it 
was deemed too dangerous for production car 
racing but other formulas, especially Formula Vees, 
did continue. However, resilient as ever, production 
cars returned on 21 June 1969 with races for Cnyx 
Championship saloons and Formula Vees. Cn 18 
Cctober there was a meeting including a dramatic 
3-Hour race that saw Johnny Laurrysen’s Alfa 
Romeo GTV win by a scant 0.02 seconds from the 
J Swanepoel/A Loubser Fiat 125. 

Early in 1970 a Zwartkops Race Track 
Committee was formed with the objective of 
promoting club racing with the cooperation of Reef 
and Pretoria based racers helping to develop and 
maintain the circuit, along with giving advice and 
assistance to the organisers in staging races at 
this level. Holding expensive championship races 
was not the idea, the aim of the committee was to 
create an excellent drivers’ nursery with the focus 
on production car racing, which the circuit was 
particularly well suited to. Four events were held at 
the track during the year, three club meetings and 
a successful national 3-Hour race run on 26 
September. The latter included works entries from 
Datsun and a new Ford Escort GT but in a sudden 
turnaround Datsun withdrew its support and the 
Ford participated under protest as it was not yet on 
public sale. Andy Terlouw emerged as the winner in 
his Morris Mini Cooper a lap in front of Lambert 
Fekken’s Vauxhall Viva GT and five ahead of 



MOTORSPORT 

Historic SA race circuits 


y Seasoned campaigner Frank Dyason was a regular at 
Zwartkops in his GSM Dart powered by a 1300cc Alfa Romeo 
Veloce engine. The car survives to this day 



Eugene Bosnian’s Alfa Romeo Berlina 1750. 

A fourth club meeting set tor November was 
cancelled. Then in February 1971 a decision was 
taken to suspend all activity at the venue, which 
meant an immediate cancellation of a PMC club 
race meeting scheduled tor the 27th of that month 
(only 16 entries had been received) and all other 
events planned tor the year. The press statement 
said, ‘The reasons tor this decision are that the 
track has not had the support of competitors and 
spectators required to make a success of the 
meetings held there. The latest setback has been 
the damage to the track caused by recent heavy 
rains. The entire pit area and pit road have been 
virtually washed away and the grass is overgrown. 
A quotation was submitted tor repairs in the region 
of R400. This would not be a permanent solution 
and the tarring of the area would cost considerably 
more. Without support from competitors and 
spectators, the funds are not available’. In any 
event, it appears as though the AA had withdrawn 
the circuit’s license, claiming it was ‘unsuitable’. 

An unsuccessful one-oft NASCAR-style race 
was run in September before a reprieve by the AA 
saw a 3-Hour take place on 13 November - a let 
ott that thankfully was extended tor a couple of 
years. .In an incident-packed race - something that 
became the norm tor this event at Zwartkops along 
with the prominence of Minis in the results - Fanie 
Viljoen/Dave Getten (Mini Cooper) inherited 
victory at the end from Keith Cruickshank/D Grey 
(Mini Cooper) when the latter had to pit tor a tyre 
change. The 1972 3-Hour took place on 10 
October and the Adrian Woodley 1071cc Mini 
Cooper S completed 101 laps to take the 
chequered flag a commanding seven laps ahead of 
the Alan Esterhuizen/Roy Jeannes Alta Romeo 
Giulietta ti after Andy Terlouw’s 1320cc Mini 
Cooper S was disqualified from second place as a 
result of receiving a push start after a spin. On 10 
October 1973 the Esterhuizen/Jeannes Alta won 
the 3-Hour but only after the Rob Young/Clarence 
Duftield Mini Cooper S was disqualified tor topping 
up the oil while comfortably in the lead and with 
less than 30 minutes to go. The Peter Thompson/ 
Collin Burtord Mazda RX2 was second ahead of 
the Len Booysen/John Gibb Alta Romeo 1750. 



A The Jack Paterson Lola- 
Climax at the 1962 Zwartkops 
3-Hour. Like many sportscar 
racers of the day, it also 
competed in the 9-Hour at 
Kyalami, finishing sixth 


Z W A R T K O P 

AUTUMN MOTOK lUCES 
HERFS MOTORWEDRENNE 
12 Mei/M«y 1962 




Programme cover for the 
Autumn Races held 12 May 
1962 (above) and the final 
Transvaal Championship 
races held on 24 November 
the same year (below) 

Z WA HTIvOP 

SUMMER RACES- SOMERWEORENNE 
24 NOVEMBER 1962 


Sadly, Zwartkops then became somewhat 
neglected under Kyalami’s prominence and the 
course was split into a 2km circuit catering tor 
motorcycles (it also did service as a rally stage) 
and a more successful kart track - Michael 
Schumacher raced on it in a CIK Cup event in the 
mid-1980s. But a consortium comprising Peter du 
Toit, Gary Dunkerley and David Cohen took over 
the venue, scrapping its incurred losses and 
invested R1 million into rebuilding the 2km section 
into a pukka road racing circuit. ‘Half the size and 
twice the tun’ became Zwartkops’ tag line. But by 
1994 Du Toit was left running the show on his own 
and after losing halt of its national championship 
dates to Kyalami, future investment in Zwartkops 
could not be justified and it closed in July 1998. 

But Du Toit is nothing it not resolute, and after 
much campaigning and raising the necessary funds 
in the region of R14 million, he oversaw the 
construction of a new circuit on the old site. The 
first race was successfully held on 9 June 2001 in 
front of 7000 spectators and since then Zwartkops 
has grown from strength to strength and stands as 
a glowing tribute to perseverance in the early years 
combined latterly with the determination and 
business acumen of Peter Du Toit. El 


Fiaal Trontvool 


Fiaol* Traaivoal 


OFFICIAL PROGRAMME 
OFFISIELE PROGRAM 
-ZOc. - 


> Zwartkops has always been 
a haven for saloon cars as 
typified in this shot showing 
various models of Fiats, 
Minis, Alfas, Fords, Renaults, 
Vauxhalls, Datsuns and Volvos 


The author gratefully acknowledges the assistance 
of Wendy Monk, Peter du Toit, Ryno Verster and 
Marge Viljoen in the research and illustration of 
this article, and to Ken MacLeod’s historical notes. 
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FOR THE DISCERNING PETROLHEAD 

Gadgets, gizmos, apps and more. By Chris Wall 


MUSTANG SHELF 


3D CAR SHELF IS 
NEXT BEST THING 

There’s surely only a handful 
of motoring enthusiasts who 
would say no to a ’65 Mustang. 
Unfortunately Nicholas Cage 
made sure they cost way too 
much now, for any incarnation. 
The next best thing is a 
Mustang Car shelf that you can 
use to display your 1 :1 8 scale 
Eleanor model on. 



$89.95 (+/■ R1010) 



gadgetsandgear. com 



autosportcatalog.com 


FOR OCD TRAVELLERS 

Going away and don’t want your pride and joy to get all dusty with a 
possible rat infestation under the hood? You need an Auto-Pod. It’s a 
clear, anti-static, lOmm-thick PVC bubble that seals in your car or bike 
and keeps dust, dirt, moisture and bugs out. Your car won’t suffocate 
either; a built-in fan circulates filtered air to eliminate that musty, damp 
smell. Be sure to look for the cat before you actually go on holiday. 
$399 (+/■ R4500) 


AUTO POD 


PIZZA WARMER 


COLD PIZZA IS 
PURE EVIL 

Some people actually like cold 
pizza. These are the same kind 
of people who don’t like kittens 
and hate dolphins. Normal, 
decent people like warm pizza 
and they can now warm up 
leftovers on the drive to work 
with an in-car pizza warmer. 
Genius. 


$36 (+/■ R410) 


www.likecool.com 
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GADGETS 

Cool stuff 


MAX SPEED CAR WATCH 



TELL THE TIME AT 12000RPM 

Stainless steel casing, rubber strap, water 
resistant - all the features a watch should have. 
Of course, the fact that it has four ‘gauges’ on 
it means that it’s the fastest watch out there 
while still telling the correct time. If this doesn’t 
scream ‘motoring nut’ nothing will. 

$49.95 (+/■ R560) 






LASER PARKING SYSTEM 


EVER WONDERED HOW BOND 
PARKS THE ASTON? 

Garages are meant for cars and tools, but if your 
wife has put up shelves and added all sorts of 
other things to your garage you need to do some 
precise parking. This system has a built-in motion 
sensor that triggers laser beams from the ceiling 
to let you know when you’re in snug. 

$30.00 (+/■ R340) 
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KEY INDICATORS - JANUARY 2015 

INDUSTRY TOTAL 52 306 | PASSENGER CARS 36 982 [ LCV 13 460 1 EXPORTS 1 6 708 


EMERGING ECONOMIES SUCH as 

ours are on the back foot at the moment, 
not helped by a pause in global momentum, 
or in our case by things like the February 
State of the Nation Address. 

It doesn’t help that the rand is at its 
lowest against the dollar since 2002 (1 1 .88 
mid-February), which is ruinous for car 
import costs (but good for exports), or that 
Eskom’s inability to get new power out of 
the Medupi and Kusile power stations 
means power cuts are set to double, and by 
the parastatal’s own admission almost 
certain to last another two years. Hardly the 
stuff to lure investors (apart from those 
quick-buck currency traders) or inspire 
business confidence. 

But things go on. The petrol price has 
dropped 30% in the last year, or almost 
R3. 99/litre since August 2014, in part 
because America’s shale gas reserves have 
made that country almost fuel independent. 
According to WesBank’s Mobility Index, the 
fuel price drop, to below R1 0/litre, makes 
cars 28% less expensive to own and run 
than at this time in 2014. Put another way, 
the average driver has 1. 5-2.0% more cash 
in their pocket. That changes the mood, has 
been positive for retail, and, along with the 
Reserve Bank’s decision to hold its key 
repo rate at 5.75%, has helped stabilise 
household debt. 

The fuel price drop has capped inflation, 
though the Reserve Bank has trimmed its 
2015 economic growth forecast from 2.5% 
to 2.2% in the light of the Eskom-led 
energy crisis. The bank’s ‘leading indicator’ 
is however at its highest level in nine 
months, says Naamsa, and this is positive 
for car sales in the short to medium term - 
when seen in conjunction with better house 
prices, an uptick in formal sector 
employment and the upward trend in the 
Kagiso Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI), 
which grew to 54.2 in January from 50.2 
in December. 

How do the numbers translate to car 
sales? January’s aggregate reported 
through Naamsa was down 1.2% compared 
to the same month in 2014, of which 
dealers sold 81.9%, the rental channel took 
1 1 .3%, while 4.0% went to corporate fleets 
and 2.8% to government. The passenger 
sector slid by 3.6% or 1392 units year-on- 
year to 38374, while the light commercial 
sector was up 6.0% (756 units) y/y to a 
total of 13460. Medium commercials were 


down 17.6% (136 units y/y), heavy trucks 
and buses up 11.9% (130 units y/y). 

Exports meanwhile surged y/y by 20.7% 
or 2863 units, boding well for the year’s 
total which Naamsa estimates will grow 
15% to 320000 units. Domestic sales, says 
Toyota’s senior VP of sales and marketing 
Caivyn Hamman, is forecast at a ‘modest 
630 000 units’. 

Is the decline cause for worry? Analysts 
are bullish, pointing to the fact January has 
a short selling period, usually impacted by 
the year-end break. Azar Jammine of 
Econometrix is reported as saying the 
January sales weren’t a match for the year 
before because the December numbers 
were unexpectedly high, leading to stock 
shortages in the shorter January buying 
period. Second, dealer incentives strongly 
drive December purchases in order to meet 
their annual targets. 

Rudolf Mahoney of Wesbank says the 
decline in new sales in January can be 
attributed to the 9.7% drop in rental 
market demand as the rental replacement 
cycle is focused on the second half of the 
year. Further, he notes that dealer-level 
sales rose 10.5% in December as 
consumers brought forward their 
purchases to avoid the typical January 
annual car price increases. 

There are medium-term new car sales 
positives: foreign tourists are still arriving 
in droves (their dollars and euros go 
further than ever), hence busy times and a 
high replacement trend from the rental 
sector which, given the experience of 
2014, has shifted the purchasing peak to 
later in the year. 

While the lower fuel price is a spur to car 
purchasing, the savvy consumer is aware 
that cars are long-term commitments, the 
petrol price is volatile, its effects are limited, 
and interest rates are on an upward trend. 
This gives credence to the view of Nicholas 
Nkosi of Standard Bank Asset Finance, 
who says the fuel price drop will drive used 
car sales, not new, because new car sales 
are still dependent on the value of the rand, 
which has fallen and driven the price 
upwards above inflation in 2014. 

In another development there is a change 
in the mix to fringe benefit tax on company 
cars, with a higher rate based on retail 
value to kick in from March. This will 
potentially swing buyers into the car 
allowance option, says Toyota’s Hamman, 


supporting Naamsa’s view that this will lead 
to a potential spike in lead-up purchases 
- and a bumper February sales figure. No 
doubt helped by a raft of tempting new fare, 
including Volkswagen’s nifty and keenly 
priced three-door Up, and Hyundai’s 
refreshed, better-looking i20, both 
competing at the busy end of the market. 

Volvo’s new take 

Taking a more individual approach to global 
car marketing is the way forward, at least 
for Volvo Cars, says the company’s VP of 
marketing, sales and customer service, 

Alain Visser. Accusing the car industry of 
being ‘one of the most conservative, least 
evolutionary marketing clusters in global 
business,’ he is repositioning brand 
marketing to take advantage of Volvo’s 
smaller size and more nimble corporate 
approach. First off, Volvo will only attend 
three major motor shows (Geneva in 
Europe, Shanghai/Beijing in China and 
Detroit in the US), arguing that these 
hype-driven events fail to reach customers. 
The focus will shift to a Volvo-only event 
where visitors and media can immerse 
themselves in the brand identity, products 
and technology. 

Likewise, its advertising will seek new, 
innovative channels rather than follow the 
expensive blanket approach of the larger 
marques, with sponsorship honed down to 
one key event: the Volvo Ocean Race. Key 
to this new approach is a digital focus, 
taking advantage, says Visser, of the fact 
‘the vast majority of customers around the 
globe shop online nowadays’. The highly 
successful online auction of the first batch 
of 1927 Special Edition XC90s in 
September 2014 underpins the relevance 
of this sales model, where an initial online 
deposit was taken and the handover 
finalised at dealers. More use will be made 
of a simple online configurator, while 
dealerships will be aesthetically and 
culturally tweaked to offer a Swedish feel 
that telegraphs the brand’s Scandinavian 
roots. Key to the customer interface will be 
what Volvo calls a Personal Service 
Technician, giving individual service from 
handover right through the ownership 
experience; which requires a hefty training 
programme. It’s a new take on combining a 
uniquely personal and a digital experience, 
and how it works in practice we’ll see in SA 
over the next three years. 33 
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THE STATS THIS MONTH 

New car sales 


68 Chevrolet Sonic 

80 

135 Mahindra Xylo 

12 

69 Opel Astra 

80 

1 36 Mazda5 

11 

70 Suzuki Jimny 

77 

1 37 Citroen DS3 

10 

7 Volvo V40 

75 

138 Honda Jazz 

10 

72 Mitsubishi Pajero 

72 

I3S BMW 7 Series 

10 

73 Mazda2 

68 

40 Fiat 500L 

9 

74 VW Touareg 

67 

VW Golf A6/Cabriolet 

9 

75 Volvo S60 

66 

42 Nissan Livina 

9 

76 Porsche Cayenne 

62 

43 Infiniti QX70 

9 

77 MahindraXUV 

60 

Jaguar XJ 

9 

78 Nissan Sentra 

59 

45 Lexus RX 

8 

79 Peugeot 208 

57 

Fiat Qubo 

8 

80 Fiat 500 

55 

47 Lexus LX 

8 

8 Volvo XC60 

53 

Fiat Panda 

8 

82 Nissan Juke 

53 

Tata Indica Vista 

8 

83 Suzuki Celerio 

53 

> 50 Chevrolet Orlando 

7 

84 Mitsubishi Pajero Sport 

51 

1 5; Land Rover Freelander 2 

7 

85 Suzuki Ertiga 

50 

i52 Porsche Panamera 

6 

86 Jaguar XF 

50 

1 53 Peugeot 3008 

6 

87 Mini Countryman 

47 

15^ BMWZ4 

6 

88 Subaru Forester 

46 

155 Mahindra Scorpio 

6 

89 Toyota LandCruiser SW 

42 

156 Ferrari California 

5 

90 Mazda6 

42 

157 Volvo V60 

5 

9 Porsche Cayman/Boxster 

41 

158 Mini Paceman 

5 

92 VW Caddy 

38 

159 Nissan Patrol SW 

5 

93 Porsche Macan 

37 

Mahindra Quanto 

4 

94 Tata Indica/Indigo/B-Line 

35 

Mini Coupe 

4 

95 Jeep Patriot 

35 

62 Citroen C4 Aircross 

4 

96 Audi A6 Sedan 

35 

63 Audi R8 

4 

97 Subaru XV 

32 

Nissan GT-R 

4 

98 BMW XI 

31 

65 VW Passat 

3 

99 VW Beetle/Cabrio 

31 

“Audi A8 

3 

100 Toyota 86 

30 

67 Subaru Outback 

3 

10; Porsche 911 

29 

Ferrari 458 Speciale 

3 

102 Suzuki Splash 

28 

Mini Roadster 

3 

103 VW Touran 

27 

170 Nissan Murano 

3 

104 Toyota FJ Cruiser 

27 

17 ; Infiniti 070 

3 

105 Honda Civic 

26 

1 72 Toyota Aygo 

3 

108 Audi Q7 

25 

173 Subaru WRX 

2 

107 Renault Megane III 

25 

1 74 Audi A7 Sportback 

2 

Renault Sandero 

24 

175 Opel Meriva 

2 

Lexus IS 

24 

1 76 Citroen C3 

2 

Nissan Pathfinder 

24 

1 77 Lexus GS 

2 

BMWX6 

24 

i78 Abarth 500 

2 

12 L-R Range Rover 

23 

179 Alfa Mito 

2 

1 1 3 Citroen Cl 

22 

80 Mazda MX-5 

2 

Nissan NV200 

22 

Volvo XC90 

2 

15 VW Scirocco 

22 

82 Citroen DS4 

2 

Jaguar F-Type 

20 

83 Toyota Prius 

2 

117 Infiniti Q50 

20 

Maserati GranCabrio 

2 

BMW 6 Series 

20 

85 Mini Clubman 

2 

Suzuki SX4 

19 

Fiat Punto 

2 

120 Lexus ES 

19 

87 Honda CR-Z 

1 

12 AudiTT 

19 

Tata Manza 

1 

122 Chrysler 300C 

18 

Citroen C4 Picasso 

1 

123VW CC 

17 

90 Mini Convertible 

1 

124 Volvo V40 CC 

17 

Infiniti 0X50 

1 

125 Alfa Giulietta 

17 

92 Citroen C4 

1 

126 Peugeot 107 

16 

93 Maserati Quattroporte 

1 

1 27 Honda Accord 

16 

Maserati Gran Turismo 

1 

128 Toyota Innova 

15 

95 Infiniti 060 Coupe 

1 

129 Peugeot 2008 

15 

“ Jaguar XK 

1 

1 30 Chrysler Voyager 

14 

97 Nissan 370Z 

1 

13 Renault Koleos 

14 

Subaru Legacy 

1 

132 SsangYong Korando 

14 

_ _ Fiat Doblo 

0 

133 Suzuki Alto 

12 

20 c Renault Fluence 

0 

134 Suzuki Grand Vitara 

12 

20 Ferrari 458 Spider 

0 


1 LCV- JANUARY 2015 

01 

Toyota Hilux 

2605 

02 

Ford Ranger 

2365 

03 

Nissan NP200 

1254 

04 

Toyota Quantum 

1222 

05 

Chev Utility 

1 162 

06 

Isuzu KB 

1 161 

07 

Nissan NP300 Hardbody 

792 

08 

Toyota Land Cruiser Pick-up 

432 

09 

Volkswagen Amarok 

221 

iO 

Nissan NV350 Taxi 

168 

11 

Nissan Navara 

148 

I2 

VW Caddy 

146 

13 

Nissan Hardbody 

98 

14 

Mahindra Scorpio Pik-up 

92 

15 

Mazda BT-50 

87 

16 

Mahindra Bolero 

70 

17 

Tata Xenon 

66 

18 

Ford Transit 

63 

19 

Tata Super Ace 

49 

20 

Mitsubishi Triton 

43 

21 

VW T5 Transporter Crew Bus 42 

22 

Tata Telcoline/Worker 

31 

23 

Fiat Fiorino 

28 

24 

Toyota Avanza 

28 

25 

Nissan NV200 

28 

26 

JMC Boarding 

25 

27 

Chev Spark 

22 

28 

JMC Carrying 

21 

29 

VW T5 Transporter Pick-up 

20 

30 

VW T5 Transporter Panel Van 1 4 

31 

Fiat Ducato 

13 

32 

Mahindra Genio 

9 

33 

Nissan NV350 

8 

34 

JMCVigus 

8 

35 

Fiat Doblo Cargo 

8 

36 

Peugeot Partner 

7 

37 

Citroen Berlingo 

5 

38 

Nissan Patrol 

4 

39 

Opel Vivaro 

1 

40 

SsangYong Actyon Sports 

1 

41 

Citroen Dispatch 

1 

42 

Land Rover Defender Pick-up 0 

43 

Suzuki Gypsy 

0 


TOP 20 DOMESTIC 


TOYOTA 11191 

VOLKSWAGEN GROUP SA 8342 

FMC 5672 

AMH/AAD 5269 

NISSAN 4443 

GMSA/ISUZU TRUCKS 4367 

MBSA 2815 

BMW GROUP 2531 

RENAULT 1 314 

HONDA 1 144 

CHRYSLER SA 720 

MAZDA SOUTHERN AFRICA 613 

JAGUAR LAND ROVER 521 

SUZUKI AUTO 509 

MITSUBISHI MOTORS SA 344 

GWM 325 

TATA 301 

MAHINDRA 268 

VOLVO GROUP SOUTHERN AFRICA 261 
VOLVO CARS 234 


TOP 10 EXPORTERS 

VWSA 4420 

TOYOTA 4201 

BMW GROUP 3676 

MBSA 2479 

NISSAN 848 

FMC 738 

GMSA/ISUZU TRUCKS 174 

MITSUBISHI MOTORS SA 66 

CHRYSLER SA 50 

IVECO 7 
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TECH KNOW 

Dashboard revolution 


Meet the 201 8 dashboard 

It mixes HD TV-quality with a virtual assistant to book dinner or decide 
if you’re too distracted for phone calls, says Ian Adcock 


Y 


bur 2018 car’s digital instrumentation should 
be as crisp as a 50-inch High Definition 
television’s display, claims Visteon, the 
electronics giant behind Jaguar-Land Rover 
infotainment systems. Visteon’s next-generation 
‘SmartCore’ system (pictured) packs an enhanced 


instrument cluster, head-up displays and 
infotainment plus connectivity to the cloud, web, 
e-mail and ‘phone, blending it into one powerful 
system run off an in-car SIM or your mobile. 
Heading for a production car in three years, it’s 
just the start of the dashboard revolution... [g 



3 Super thin screens, compact aircon 

systems and lighter aluminium cabling save 
weight and free up valuable interior space for 
bigger cabins in cars with smaller footprints. A 
combination of voice, touch, swipe, gesture 
controls and virtual switches replace today’s 
mechanical knobs and switchgear. 


1 Head-up displays, as in this Visteon 
‘SmartCore’ system, proliferate with more 
driver info and augmented reality navigation that 
project direction arrows on the road ahead. It 
should end those infuriating wrong turns, when 
two streets come up in quick succession and 
you gamble on the wrong one. 


2 Strict internet security and 
electronic firewalls between 
individual cores vital to prevent 
vehicle and safety-critical 
software from being hacked or 
infected by malware accidently 
downloaded from the web. 
Manufacturers will automatically 
upgrade systems over the 
internet in the same manner as 
your PC or iPad does. 


4 High definition screens ■ ’ 
with photo-realistic 
rendering running at 60 frames 
per second display 3-D 
instruments. Drivers configure 
their own colours or download 
new layouts from 
L manufacturers’ websites. 


5 Concierge service software books restaurants, a 
theatres and parking spaces for you. Massive * 
expansion of vehicle-to-vehicle and vehicle-to- 
infrastructure will transmit real-time traffic info to dodge 
jams. Traffic light recognition software computes ideal 
speed to ensure you arrive at web-connected green 
lights, easing traffic flow and helping reduce emissions. 


6 Intelligent software monitors driver workload 
to determine if you are capable of receiving 
and interacting with emails, the phone and other 
web based protocols. Embedded sensors in seat 
fabric or seat belt detect heart rate and respiration 
and alert the driver in case of drowsiness. 
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VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN by Ray Leathern 


^ UPS I Quick enough to rough up the riffraff at a set of traffic lights 
^ DOWNS I At R461 000 the 2.0TDI 4Motion is cheaper to buy and run 


MONTH 10 


‘rVE GOT R1 50k-200k to spend on a new car, 
what do you recommend?’ This is a question I get 
asked a lot. Honestly, if it were my money. I’d buy a 
second-hand BMW E46 M3. But, hey. I’m not the 
brightest spark in the cylinder head, and I’m a car 
guy. So when the next-door neighbour popped in for 
a visit recently, asking that same question after her 
1 8-year-old son stuffed the family Run X into the 
Armco on Ou Kaapse Weg, I knew I had to think 
again. There are plenty of sensible and reliable new 
cars out there for under R200k, but in my view new 
car prices have become exorbitant. We volleyed a 
few options back and forth but couldn’t settle on 
something specific - always coming back to the 
value to be found in the second-hand market. My 
neighbour was clearly enamoured with the VW 
Tiguan I was using for the month. New, this range- 
topping SUV retails for R483 000, but you can find a 
tidy pre-facelift model with the TSI 1.4 ‘twin-charger’ 
engine for close to R200k. The excellent TDI 
derivative will cost you a little more, and that’s 
probably the one to go for due to its smoother power 
delivery and better efficiency. Which brings me to my 
gripe with this otherwise desirable VW - the fuel 


consumption. 2.0TSI, 4Motion and DSG is all-good in 
a track-strafing hot hatch, but in a compact SUV that 
spends the majority of its time sensibly traversing 
highways, city centres and car parks it seems 
misappropriated. A fact reinforced by the DSG’s lack 
of steering wheel paddles. A DSG without paddle- 
shifters is like a Caribbean holiday without the beach, 
and the ‘box’s manual override doesn’t even have the 
good sense to work according to the enthusiast’s 
preference of change up - pull towards you, change 
down - push away. All the sequential gearboxes in all 
the race cars in the world can’t be wrong. 

It is quick at least. In a sprint to 1 OOkph we tested 
it at a repeatable 7.6sec, which should hassle non- 
turbo RS Clios and Civic Type Rs. But all things 
considered I’d gladly trade the accelerative 
properties for a lengthier tank range. 


LOGBOOK 

VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN 
2.0TSI 4MOTION SPORT 
& STYLE 

ODO READING START / 

NOW I 1391 km/1 1634km 

DISTANCE COVERED I 

10243km 

FUEL CONSUMED I 

976.1 4L 

AVERAGE FUEL 
CONSUMPTION I 

9.6T/100km 

SERVICE INTERVAL I 

10000km 

SERVICE COST I Covered 
by the 5-year/60 000km 
AutoMotion service plan 

TOTAL FUEL COST I 

R12908.71 

RUNNING COST I 

R1. 26/km 




TOYOTA LAND CRUISER PRADO by Angus Thompson 


MONTH 6 


T 


▲ 

T 


UPS I Rear parking camera, interior storage binnacles, cheaper running costs. . . for now 

DOWNS I Surround cameras offer poor visuals on monitor, Bluetooth connectivity freezes iPhone after dropped calls 



only way to clear the problem is to turn the mobile 
off and restart the device. 

With the clarity and unobstructed views of the 
360-degree surround view on the recently launched 
BMW X6 fresh in mind, we have to admit the Prado’s 
four-camera visuals on the multi-terrain monitor look 
almost dated and distorted by comparison. Only the 
side view cameras offer some beneficial information 
as to the proportions of the car. The front and rear 
views are far less legible. We’ve also noticed that the 
Prado’s front park sensors only chime after the 
transmission has been shifted from its reverse gear, 
but this issue is not isolated to Toyota. 

Where the Prado excels is in the function and 
practicality of its interior: large cupholders in the 
side panels of the door trim, a multitude of storage 
apertures on the centre console and a handy fridge 
beneath the armrest are all genuinely useful. 

In the coming weeks will be putting the Prado 
through some of the most technical off-road terrain 
in the Cape and with the rise in the oil price, it will 
interesting to see if our monthly running costs 
increase as a result. 


LOGBOOK 

TOYOTA LAND CRUISER 
PRADO 3.0DTVX 
ODO READING START/ 

NOWl6889km/16716km 

DISTANCE COVERED I 

9827km 

FUEL CONSUMED I 

1112.75L 

AVERAGE FUEL 
CONSUMPTION I 

11.3L/100km 

SERVICE INTERVAL I 

10000km 

SERVICE COST I Covered by 
5-yr/90 000km ToyotaCare 
service plan 

TOTAL FUEL COST I 

R13606.94 

RUNNING COST I 

R1. 38/km 


THE RECENT DROP in the oil price has seen a 
welcome respite at the petrol pumps, but with almost 
an 80c/litre increase looming on the horizon (at the 
time of going to print) we are going to have to make 
hay while the sun shines to derive the most value 
from the current lows. While our average 
consumption hardly changed in this last period we 
did notice a 4c/km drop in the average running cost. 
While we have loved the Prado’s practicality, space, 
diesel powertrain and comfort in its near 10000km 
tenure with us it’s the behemoth’s technical features 
that have caused us the most frustration. We’ve 
constantly niggled about the archaic, unintuitive 
nature of the satellite navigation system in past 
issues so won’t flog that dead horse, but a new issue 
has arisen of late with the vehicle’s Bluetooth cell 
phone connectivity. At first we suspected the 
problem may be specific to the handset, but the 

same anomaly occurred on 
a second iPhone4. The 
phone simply freezes 
after a call is 


dropped and the 






PHOTOGRAPHY: PEET MOCKE 



OUR CARS 

Chevrolet Traiblazer 


CHEVROLET TRAILBLAZER by Wayne Batty 


< Wayne’s attempt to 
‘build’ Hong Kong fell 
a bit flat 


MONTH 7 


T 


▲ 

▼ 


UPS I Properly run-in motor starting to deliver more kilometres per litre 
DOWNS I No instantaneous fuel consumption display 


AS A GENERAL, although not militantly applied, 
rule here at TopCar, we like to keep our copy 
clean. Naturally that means avoiding foul language 
wherever possible, but it also means we use the 
words per cent in place of the percentage symbol 
(%). The exception is where it would just lengthen 
the article unnecessarily as is the case with our 
regular new car sales analysis spread. Again, a 
clean look is the main reason for using kph for 
speed in place of the more traditional km/h. 

So I’ve always found it a little contradictory that 
we still use the very clunky industry standard of 
litres per 1 00km as a measure of a car’s fuel 
consumption - 7. 3^/1 00km for example is an 
eyesore. 

There is another way, though, and it’s my 
Trailblazer that has me thinking it’s a better way, 
too. Flick through the available menu options to 
the trip computer and the average fuel 


consumption is in km/I, or kpl in TopCa/' clean- 
speak. At first you’re alarmed to see figures above 
ten, if you’ve been sparing the horses, until you 
realise that more means you are using less, which 
is always good. Sadly there’s no instantaneous fuel 
consumption readout, but there is a Manhattan 
graph that updates every five kilometres. The taller 
your ‘buildings’, the more kilometres you’ve 
travelled on each litre of diesel. Playing the 
economy game this month has coincided with the 
engine really beginning to feel properly ‘bedded in’ 
making it easier to keep Batcity densely populated. 
As it turned out my best tank range this month was 
760km at 9. 8^/1 00km or 10.2kpl. You see how 
much cleaner that looks? Easier to read, and 
easier to understand as well. So will TopCar be 
changing to kpl? Probably not any time soon. Still, 
it would be interesting to know how many of you 
think that we should. Let us know. 


LOGBOOK 

CHEVROLET 
TRAILBLAZER 2.8D LTZ 
4X4 AUTO 

ODO READING START/ 

NOW I 888/1 1966km 

DISTANCE COVERED I 

11078km 

FUEL CONSUMED I 

1 159.60E 

AVERAGE FUEL 
CONSUMPTION I 

10.47L/100km 

SERVICE INTERVAL I 

1 -year/1 5 000km 

SERVICE COST I 

Covered by 
5-year/90 000km 
service plan 

TOTAL FUEL COST I 

R14591.20 

RUNNING COST I 

R 1.32/km 
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MONTH 10 


T 


▲ 

T 


UPS I Duster performed like a little piece of heaven in. . . ‘Die Hel’ 
DOWNS I Came back from the sortie with a few battle scars 


A Dangerous road? Yes. 
Thanks to constantly 
squeezing past oncoming 
traffic 


WHEN YOU^RE FEELING homesick for a place 
you’ve never been to before, it can only mean one 
thing - you need a road trip. Approximately 
100km from Oudtshoorn in the Western Cape, is a 
hidden valley surrounded by the Swartberg Nature 
Reserve called Gamkaskloof. One way in, one way 
out, with no conceivable reason to go there other 
than to traverse the 48km stretch of gravel road 
known as ‘Die Hel’. 

This is my kind of road trip. I’ve known about it 
for a while but haven’t had the time or the vehicle 
to tackle the formidable road. Or so I thought. I 
was sceptical of doing it in my long-termer 
because although it says AWD on the boot, this is 
still one of the most demanding roads in the 
country and tackling it so soon after the Duster’s 
petrol refueling mishap could’ve been courting 
disaster. Nevertheless, the urge to hit the road 
prevailed, so I brimmed the Duster’s 50-litre tank 
(with diesel this time - yay!) and set course via 
Prince Albert and the Swartberg Pass. The latter 
makes the trip worthwhile as is, but the 
switchback-riddled ribbon of gravel that awaits 
you at the summit when you turn off to 
Gamkaskloof and scythe through the valley’s vast 
vistas, succulent fynbos and unique rock 
formations is World’s Greatest Road material. The 


kloof gets its name from the Khoisan word for Lion 
(Gamka) and the name of the river that runs 
through it. The 48km road takes approximately two 
hours in and two hours out again, and you don’t 
want to rush it because the biggest danger, frankly, 
isn’t the road but rather the oncoming traffic 
lurking around the many blind hairpins. At one point 
we needed to move across to let an Isuzu KB 
through on a tighter section and not only did the 
passenger side wheel snag the mountain face, but 
we also sustained a nicked wing mirror from the 
Isuzu in the process. Drat! 

As you crest the ‘summit’ you’ll immediately know 
you’re on the other side because the 1000m drop 
to the valley floor below happens rather rapidly, so 
rather than cooking your brakes, engage as low a 
gear as possible (the Duster doesn’t have low 
range but a tall first gear) and let the engine 
braking do the work for you. Also note there’s no 
fuel available at the end of the valley so you’re 
going to need a full-ish tank before you set out. As 
it turned out, the Duster soaked up ‘Die HeT barely 
breaking a sweat. It was a genuine pleasure to test 
the 50/50 AWD lock mode for a prolonged period 
of time and experience just how capable it is in 
demanding conditions. Verdict? The AWD badge on 
the back is no marketing spiel, it’s the real deal. 


LOGBOOK 

RENAULT DUSTER 1.5 
DCI 4X4 DYNAMIQUE 

ODO READING START/ 

NOW I 588/1 3 467km 

DISTANCE COVERED I 

12879km 

FUEL CONSUMED I 

815.79L 

AVERAGE FUEL 
CONSUMPTION I 

6.06L/100km 

SERVICE INTERVAL I 

15000km 

SERVICE COST I Covered 
by a 3-year/45 000km 
service plan 

TOTAL FUEL COST I 

R10605.00 

RUNNING COST I 

82c/km 
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PEUGEOT 2008 by Aaron Borrill 


MONTH 10 


T 


^ UPS I First service complete 
▼ DOWNS I Only two months left in my care 


VEHICLE SERVICES. We all dread them. It’s not 
that the experience itself is a nightmare but it’s 
more the schlep of being without a car for a day 
and having to get out of bed super early to be the 
first soul in the service queue. And then there’s 
that awkward lift in to the office which, more often 
than not, is characterised by even more awkward 
conversation and faux smiles. The only upshot is 
the free coffee and biscuits you get upon arrival. 
Sarcasm aside I’ve never had a bad experience 
when it comes to servicing and my recent 
encounter with Peugeot Citroen Cape Town has 
been one of the better experiences in terms of 
customer satisfaction. Let’s not mention the poor 
experience my wife recently endured with another 
French vehicle manufacturer... 

The Peugeot staffers were friendly and very 
accommodating. I dropped off the 2008 at 7:30am, 
filled in the necessary paperwork and was on my 
way within 1 0 minutes - it was all very 
professional and to the point. As this was the Pug’s 
first service (at 20 000km) only the basics were 
replaced such as the oil, window washer liquid, air. 


oil and pollen filters. The biggest undertaking 
however, was not the service itself but rather a 
couple of campaigns that comprise a global recall 
for certain parts. The most important of which was 
the replacement of the wishbone mounting bolts. 
According to Peugeot the new bolts reduce the 
risk of breakage, noise and possible poor 
directional control. Not quite what you want to hear 
after a long family road trip up the east coast but 
I’m glad it’s all sorted. 

Along with the new bolts, a handbrake 
adjustment was implemented as there’s a 
possibility that it may not have been correctly set 
during the build process causing it to engage only 
when fully extended. 

If you haven’t already taken your Peugeot 2008 
for its annual service perhaps it’s time to book it in 
as it may be affected by one or two of the recall 
campaigns. However, don’t stress - I was informed 
by my service advisor that they’ve had no issues to 
date regarding parts failing on local roads. It’s just 
a precaution. Besides, the campaigns are all free 
of charge and the coffee is pretty good, too. ITU 


LOGBOOK 

PEUGEOT 2008 
1.6 VTI ALLURE 

ODO READING START/ 

NOWl2322/20646km 

DISTANCE COVERED I 

18324km 

FUEL CONSUMED I 

1561.77L 

AVERAGE FUEL 
CONSUMPTION I 

8.5L/100km 

SERVICE INTERVAL I 

20000km 

SERVICE COST I 

Covered by 

5-year/60 000km Service 
Plan 

TOTAL FUEL COST I 

R20 532.48 

RUNNING COST I 

Rl. 12/km 
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THE GOOD, THE BAD & THE UGL^ 

THE WORLD’S PUNCHIEST BUYING GUIDE 



.AST UPDATED ON 12 FEBRUARY 2015 


Vehicle pricing and data supplied by 


vehicle information specialists 
www.duoporta.com 


Entries in red are TopCar^s actuai test figures. 

Verdicts are TopCar’s own opinions. 

L/100: combined cycie fuei consumption in iitres per 100km 
P/T: Powertrain detaiis - cyiinders/capacity in iitres pius 
T-Turbo,S-SuperchargedJD-Turbo Diesei,e- Hybrid Eiectric 
NB! Prices inciude CO 2 emissions tax where appiicabie and shouid 
be seen as indicative oniy 


GEARBOX KEY: 

M - Manual 
A - Automatic 
S - Automated manual 
D - Dual-clutch automated manual 
C - Continuously variable 
/ followed by the number of ratios 


1 ABARTH 1 

500/695 





4 

SB 

1 VERDICT 1 Slightly mad, but entirely loveable 





500/695 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

500 









1,4T 

279 900 





_99_ 

_20^ 

_M/^ 

1,4T auto 

295 200 

6,5 

151 

8,1 

4/l,4T 

103 

206 

S/5 

1,4T esseesse 

324 900 

_6-.5_ 

155 

-I.±- 

4/l,4T 

-iia_ 

230 

IVI/5 

1,4T esseesse auto 

340 200 


-15L_ 

73- 

4/l,4T 

-11.8._ 

230 

_S/5_ 

500C 

1,4T 

316 900 



_8^ 


_99_ 

_20^ 

_M/^ 

1,4T auto 

332 200 

6,5 

-151_ 


4/l,4T 

103 

206 

S/5 

1,4T esseesse 

361 900 

— 6.,5_ 

155 

7,4 

4/l,4T 

-118- 

230 

M/5 

1,4T esseesse auto 

377 200 

6,5 

151 

7,6 

4/l,4T 

118 

230 

S/5 

695 

Tributo Ferrari 

_534_99.Q_ 

6,5 

-15.1_ 


4/l,4T 

132 

250 

S/5 



VERDICT I Even prettier now thanks to adopted Virage bits 


PRICE L/100 CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

2 850 000 14.3 333 4.6 V12/5.9 380 620 A/6 


coupe Carbon Edition 

2 995 000 

14,3 333 

4.6 

V12/5.9 

380 620 A/6 

Voiante 

2 995 000 

14.3 333 


V12/5.9 

380 620 A/6 

Voiante Carbon Edition 

3 195 000 

14.3 333 

4.6 

V12/5.9 

380 620 A/6 


1 RAPIDE S 

ZU 





1 VERDICT 1 Tight in the back, but you’ll be driving anyway 

RAPIDE 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

Rapide S 

POA 

14.3 332 

4.9 

V12/5.9 

410 620 A/6 


I VANQUISH 


VERDICT I Aston presses Ctrl Alt F12. Proper Ferrari rival 


VANQUISH 

coup6 

coupe Carbon Edition 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4195 000 12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 

4 295 000 12.8 298 3.8 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 


ALFA ROMEO 


Voiante 

Voiante Carbon Edition 

4 395 000 12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 

4 495 000 12.8 298 4.0 V12/5.9 424 630 A/8 

i\yiiTO HHIHR 

VERDICT 1 Characterful Alfa let down by Punto underpinnings 


■ AUDI 



MiTo 

1.4TBi Distinctive 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5.6 129 8.4 4/1.4T 100 206 M/5 


1.4TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 315 900 6.0 139 7.3 4/1.4T 125 250 D/6 


A1/S1 


VERDICT I Top marks for Audi’s premium baby 


GIULIETTA 


VERDICT I Fine Golf alternative, stylish and grippy 




Al/Sl 

3-door 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


253 000 5.1 118 1L7 4/1.2T 63 160 M/5 


GIULIETTA 

1.4TBi Distinctive 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

344 900 5.8 134 7.8 4/1.4T 125 250 M/6 


271000 5.3 124 8.9 4/1.4T 90 200 M/6 


288 500 5.2 119 8.9 4/1.4T 90 200 D/7 


1.4TBi Exclusive auto _3J7AQD. 5.2 121 7.7 4/lAT_1.25_25D_D/6_ 

1750TBi Quadrifoglio Verde 419 900 7.0 162 6.0 4/1.7T 177 340 D/6 


291000 5.3 124 8.98 4/1.4T 90 200 M/6 


308 500 5.2 119 8.9 4/1.4T 90 200 D/7 


284 000 3.9 102 10.5 4/1.6TD 77 250 M/5 


ASTON MARTIN 

VANTAGE 


VERDICT 1 Subtle tweaks make for the best Vantage yet 




SI quattro 

Sportfaack 


452 500 7.0 162 5.8 4/2.0T 170 370 M/6 


VANTAGE 

coupe 

V8 Vantage 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 


1695 000 13.8 321 4.9 V8/4.7 313 470 M/6 


^60.500__5j^^l8_J19_J/L2^^3_^60_M^ 


5.4 126 9.0 4/1.4T_9_0_20_Q_J^/.6_ 


-23^000 5,3 122 9,0 4/1.4T 90 200 D/7 


V8 Vantage auto 


1795 000 12,9 299 5,3 V8/4,7 313 470 S/7 


298 500 5,4 126 9,0 4/l,4T 90 200 M/6 


1,4T SE auto 


V8 Vantage N430 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 
V8 Vantage S 


1780 000 13,8 321 4,8 V8/4,7 321 490 M/6 

1880 000 12,9 299 4,8 V8/4,7 321 490 S/7 

1895 000 13,8 321 4,5 V8/4,7 321 490 M/6 


5,3 122 9,0 4/l,4T 90 200 D/7 


291 500 3,8 99 10,7 4/l,6TD 77 250 M/5 


366 500 5,9 139 7,0 4/l,4ST 136 250 D/7 


7,1 166 5,9 4/2,0T 170 370 M/6 


427 500 
524 000 


6,6 152 7,94 4/l,8T 132 280 D/6 
7,0 162 4,9 4/2,0T 206 380 M/6 


S3 quattro auto 

541 000 

6.9 

159 

5.2 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

Sportback 

1.2TS 

333 500 

4.9 

114 10.5 

4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TS 

341 500 

5.3 

123 


4/1.4T 


200 

M/6 

1.4T S auto 

358 500 

—SJL 

116 


4/1.4T 


200 

D/7 

1.6TDI S 

376 000 

3.9 

102 

10.9 4/1.6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

1.8T SE 

379 000 


135 


_^/L8^ 


J50_ 

_M/^ 

1.8T SE auto 

396 000 


J30^ 



J32^ 

J50^ 


2.0TDI SE 

413 000 



_8J_ 


_110_ 

320 

_D/^ 

1.8T quattro 

435 000 

6.6 

152 

6.8 

4/1.8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 quattro 

548 500 

6.9 

160 

5.1 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

sedan 

1.4T SE 

369 500 

5.3 

122 

9.4 

4/1.4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4T SE auto 

386 500 





_^0_ 

_200_ 

_D/^ 

1.8TSE 

^8J00_0 

_5_.8_ 

135 

-7.2_ 

4/1.8T 

132 


M/6 

1.8T SE auto 

^6iI00 

_5_.8_ 

129 


4/1.8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

2.0TDI SE 

423 000 

4.5 

118 

8.4 

4/2.0TD 

no 

320 

D/6 

1.8T quattro 

445 000 

6.5 

149 

6.8 

4/1.8T 

132 

280 

D/6 

S3 quattro 

558 500 

6.9 

159 

5.0 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

cabriolet 

1.4TS 

444 000 

5.3 

124 

10.2 

4/1.4T 

92 

200 

M/6 

1.4T S auto 

461 000 

5.1 

_^20_ 

_10^ 


_92_ 

_200_ 

_D/^ 

1.8TSE 

474 000 

6.0 




_13^ 


_M/^ 

1.8T SE auto 

491 000 





_13^ 

_2^ 

_D/^ 

S3 quattro 

641 500 

7.1 

165 

5.4 

4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 



Q3/RSQ3 

1 ^ 

Sm 



VERDICT 1 Great entry into Audi Q-car family 


Q3/RSQ3 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0TDI SE 

432 500 



9.9 

4/2j0^ 

J83_ 

320 

_M/^ 

2.0T quattro 

472 500 

7.3 

174 

8.2 

4/2.0T 

125 

280 

M/6 

2.0T quattro auto 

489 500 

7.7 

179 

7.8 

4/2.0T 

125 

280 

D/7 

2.0TDI quattro 

503 500 

5.9 

156 

8.2 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/7 

2.0T 155kVV quattro 

544 500 

7.7 

179 

7.79 

4/2.0T 

155 

300 

D/7 

RS Q3 quattro 

752 000 

8.8 

206 

5.2 

5/2. 5T 

228 

420 

D/7 



A4/S4/RS4 — 






VERDICT I Smarter A4 now a better steer. Punchy S4 superb 


A4/S4/RS4 
sedan 


PRICE L/100 C02 0-100 P/T KW I 


371500 6,5 151 10,5 4/l,8T 88 230 M/6 


V8 Vantage S auto 

1 995 000 

12.8 

296 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 









1.8TS 

398 000 

5.7 

134 

8.1 

4/1.8T 

125 

320 

M/6 

V12 Vantage S 

2 900 000 

14.7 

343 

3.9 

V12/5.9 

421 

620 

S/7 

1 





1 , 



1.8T S auto 

415 000 


134 


4/1.8T 

_n5_ 

J20_ 

C/V 

roadster 









1 VERDICT 1 Quality cabin, excellent powertrains, added agility 




1.8TSE 

^QQQ- 




4/1.8T 


320 

M/6 

V8 Vantage 

1895 000 

13.8 

321 

5.1 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

M/6 

A3/S3 

PRICE 

L/100 C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.8T SE auto 

430 000 

5.8 

134 

8.3 

4/1.8T 

125 

320 

C/V 

V8 Vantage auto 

1 995 000 

12.9 

299 

5.1 

V8/4.7 

313 

470 

S/7 

3-door 








2.0TDIe S 

404 500 

4.5 

119 

9.2 

4/2.0TD 

105 

320 

M/6 

V8 Vantage N430 

1 980 000 

13.8 

321 

5.0 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

1.2TS 

826 000 


Jii. 

_1Q.3_4/.1,2J 

-TL_ 


M/6 

2.0TDI S 

423 500 




_4££^ 

_1^ 

_380_ 

C/V 

V8 Vantage N430 auto 

2 080 000 

12.9 

299 

5.0 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

1.4TS 

334 000 

5.2 

120 

9.3 4/1.4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

2.0TDI SE 

421 500 


_^20_ 

8.2 

_4/2£^ 

_130_ 

380 

_M/^ 

V8 Vantage S 

2 095 000 

13.8 

321 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

M/6 

1.4T S auto 

351 000 


_1^ 

9.2 4/1.4T 

90 

200 

_D/^ 

2.0TDI SE auto 

438 500 




_4/2;0^ 

_130_ 

380 

_C/^ 

V8 Vantage S auto 

2 195 000 

12.8 

296 

4.5 

V8/4.7 

321 

490 

S/7 

1.6TDI S 

368 500 

3.9 

_102_ 

10.7 4/1.6TD 


2^ 


2.0TSE 

473 000 

5.9 

138 

6.8 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

V12 Vantage S 

3 050 000 

14.7 

343 

4.0 

V12/5.9 

421 

620 

S/7 

1.8T SE 

371 500 


_13^ 

7.1 4/1. 8T 

_232_ 

2^ 

_M/^ 

2.0T quattro 

553 000 

6.6 

152 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 










1.8T SE auto 

388 500 

5.6 

130 

7.2 4/1. 8T 

132 

250 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

603 500 

5.7 

149 

5.9 V6/3.0TD 180 

500 

D/7 


I Discover offers on your 
Audi model of choice. 

Visit audi.co.za/offers for more. 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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3.0T quattro 

605 000 

8.1 

190 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

3.0TDI quattro 

885 000 

6.0 

158 

6.3 V6/3.0TD 180 

500 

D/7 

S4 quattro 

744 500 

7.7 

178 

5.4 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

3.0T quattro 

897 500 

8.2 

190 

5.6 V6/3.0S 228 

440 

D/7 

allroad quattro 









3.0TDI BiT quattro 

972 000 

6.3 

166 

5.3 V6/3.0TD 230 

650 

A/8 

2.0T 

525 000 

7.0 

164 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 

S7 quattro 

1 108 500 

9.6 

225 

4.7 V8/4.0T 309 

550 

D/7 

2.0TDI 

530 500 

6.0 

156 

7.98 4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

D/7 

RS7 Sportback quattro 

1 564 500 

9.8 

229 

3.9 V8/4.0T 412 

700 

A/8 


761500 7.8 180 5.1 V6/3.0S 245 440 D/7 


w 


RS4 Avant quattro 


1039 000 10.7 249 4.83 V8/4.2 331 430 D/7 


VERDICT I Vorsprungdurch overkill 


IQ5/SQ5 



VERDICT I Audi’s best Q-car, and a happy home for quattro 


Q5/SQ5 


PRICE L/lOO C02 O-lOO P/T KW I 


Q7 

3.0TDI quattro 
3.0T quattro 

4.2TDI quattro 


PRICE L/IKX) C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

855 500 7.4 195 7.8 V6/3.0TD 180 550 A/8 

900 000 10.7 249 6.9 V6/3.0S 245 440 A/8 

1055 000 9.9 242 6.54V8/4.1TD 250 760 A/6 


2.0TDI S quattro 

565 000 

5.9 154 9.0 4/2.0TD 130 380 M/6 

IA8/S8/A8L 

1 

2.0TDI S quattro auto 

582 000 

6.0 159 9.0 4/2.0TD 130 380 D/7 

1 VERDICT 1 Packed with tech, but still needs board approval 



7.9 184 7.1 4/2.0T 165 350 A/8 


722 500 8.5 199 5.9 V6/3.0S 200 400 A/8 


A8/S8/A8L 

A8/S8 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW I 


3.0TDI SE quattro 
S05 TDI quattro 


742 000 
867 000 


6.4 169 6.5 V6/3.0TD 180 580 D/7 
6.8 179 5.55V6/3.0TD 230 650 A/8 


1 182 000 5.9 155 5.9 V6/3.0TD 190 580 A/8 


1 514 000 7.4 194 4.7 V8/4.1TD 283 850 A/8 


Ln 1 

VERDICT 

1 Sharper looks, tech and drive for 3rd-gen TT 1 

TT 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 O-lDO P/T 

coupe 



2.0T 

558 000 

6.3 148 6.0 4/2.0T 

2.0T quattro 

642 000 

6.4 151 5.3 4/2.0T 


1 544 500 9.6 225 4.25 V8/4.0T 382 650 A/8 


1 349 500 6.0 158 6.1 V6/3.0TD 190 580 A/8 


1 684 000 7.5 197 4.9 V8/4.1TD 283 850 A/8 


2 048 500 11.3 264 4.6 W12/6.3 368 625 A/8 


R8 


VERDICT I Proper supercar dynamics and styling, Audi build 


A5/S5/RS5 


VERDICT I Audi’s master plan takes shape 



PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW 


coupe 


A5/S5/RS5 

Sportfaack 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW I 


1655 000 12.4 289 4.3 V8/4.2 316 430 D/7 


2 206 000 13.1 305 3.6 VlO/5.2 386 530 D/7 


518 000 4.8 127 7.9 4/2.0TD 130 380 CIV 


544 500 6.2 144 7.2 4/2.0T 165 350 C/V 


5.2 VIO plus quattro 

Spyder 


2 510 500 12.9 299 3.57 VlO/5.2 404 540 D/7 


2.0T quattro 

3.0TDI quattro 


568 500 7.0 159 6.6 4/2.0T 165 350 D/7 

672 500 5.8 152 6.2 V6/3.0TD 180 500 D/7 


1824 500 12.6 294 4.63 V8/4.2 316 430 D/7 


2 375 000 13.3 310 3.8 VlO/5.2 386 530 D/7 


675 000 7.7 178 6.0 V6/3.0S 200 400 D/7 


7.7 179 5.1 V6/3.0S 245 440 D/7 


coupe 

2.0TDI SE 


4.7 123 7.8 4/2.0TD 130 380 C/V 


6.0 140 6.9 4/2.0T 165 350 C/V 


BENTLEY 


VERDICT I Slightly smarter heavyweight GT 


CONTINEISTTAL GT 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW I 


571500 7.0 159 6.6 4/2.0T 165 350 D/7 


3.0TDI quattro 

674 000 

5.8 

152 

6.2 V6/3.0TD 

180 

500 

D/7 

GTV8 

3 450 000 

10.5 246 

4.8 V8/4.0T 373 

660 

A/8 

3.0T quattro 

676 000 

7.5 

174 

5.8 

V6/3.0S 

200 

400 

D/7 

GT VV12 

3 995 000 

14.5 338 

4.5 W12/6.0T 423 

700 

A/8 

S5 quattro 

791 000 

7.7 

178 

4.9 

V6/3.0S 

245 

440 

D/7 

GT Speed VV12 

4 600 000 

14.5 338 

4.2 W12/6.0T 460 

800 

A/8 

RS5 quattro 

1 029 500 

10.5 

246 

4.48 

V8/4.2 

331 

430 

D/7 

convertible 






cabriolet 









, GTV8 

3 750 000 

10.9 254 

5.0 V8/4.0T 373 

660 

A/8 

2.0TDI SE 

594 000 

5.0 

132 

8.3 

4/2.0TD 

130 

380 

C/V 

GT VV12 

4 300 000 

14.9 347 

4.7 W12/6.0T 423 

700 

A/8 

2.0T SE 

620 500 

6.4 

149 

7.6 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

C/V 

, GT Speed VV12 

4 950 000 

14.9 347 

4.4 W12/6.0T 460 

800 

A/8 

2.0T quattro 

645 000 

7.2 

164 

7.3 

4/2.0T 

165 

350 

D/7 








3.0TDI quattro 

3.0T quattro 


749 500 
751 500 


5.8 152 6.3 V6/3.0TD 180 500 D/7 

7.8 181 6.3 V6/3.0S 200 400 D/7 


I FLYING SPUR 


VERDICT I Punchier, faster and prettier new four-door Conti 


7.9 184 5.4 V6/3.0S 245 440 D/7 


1110 000 10.7 249 4.9 V8/4.2 331 430 D/7 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4 400 000 14.7 343 4.6 W12/6.0T 460 800 A/8 


|A6/S6| 


VERDICT I Bland, but big, powerful and beautifully engineered 


FLYING SPUR 

VV12 

I MULSANNE 


VERDICT I First really new Bentley in decades. They nailed it 


A6/S6 

2.0T SE 


PRICE 

581 000 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.4 149 8.3 4/2.0T 132 320 C/V 


MULSANNE 

Mulsanne 


PRICE L/IDO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6 825 000 16.9 393 5.3 V8/6.8T 377 1 020 A/8 


601000 5.0 132 8.7 4/2.0TD 130 380 C/V 


654 000 5.2 137 7.2 V6/3.0TD 150 400 C/V 


811 000 6.0 158 6.1 V6/3.0TD 180 500 D/7 


823 000 8.2 190 5.5 V6/3.0S 220 440 D/7 


1006 500 9.6 225 4.6 V8/4.0T 309 550 D/7 


IBMW 1 

1 SERIES 


1 VERDICT 1 Joy is in the eye of the steering wheel holder 


IA7/S7/RS7 SPORTBACK 


1 VERDICT 1 Competent and pretty cruiser, but is that enough? 



A7/S7/RS7SPORTBACK PRICE L/lOO C02 O-IDO P/T KW NM GEAR 

3.0TDI SE 783 000 5.3 139 7.4 V6/3.0TD 150 400 C/V 


ISERIES 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









118i 

342 923 

5.^ 

129 

S.'p 

4/1.6T 

100 

220 

M/6 

118i auto 

361 333 

^.7 

13:^ 

8.7 

4/1.6T 

100 

220 

A/8 

120i 

364 642 

5.8 

136 

7.2 

4/1.6T 

130 

250 

M/6 


120i auto 

382 334 


133 




_2^ 

A/s 

125i 

437 488 

6.6 

154 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 

125i auto 

456 973 

6.3 

148 6.79 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

540 477 

8.0 

188 


6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M135i auto 

559 243 


175 

A9_ 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

5-door 

118 i 

351 923 

5.6 

129 


4/1. 6T 

100 

220 

M/6 

118i auto 

370 334 

5.7 

133 


4/1.6T 

100 

220 

A/8 

120i 

374 142 

5.8 

136 

7.2 

4/1.6T 

130 

250 

M/6 

120i auto 

391 834 

5.7 

133 

7.4 

4/1.6T 

130 

250 

A/8 

120d 

410 500 






380 


120d auto 

428 500 

3.9 

^^103^ 




380 

A/8 

125i 

446 488 

6.6 

154 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

M/6 

125i auto 

465 973 

6.3 

148 

6.2 

4/2.0T 

160 

310 

A/8 

M135i 

J4i977 

_a,o_ 

188 


6/3.0T 

240 

450 

M/6 

M135i auto 

568 743 


175_ 

_A9 

_S/2.0T 

240 

450 

A/8_ 


fxi 







— 


1 VERDICT 1 

3 Series wagon lures the X-ophiles 






XL 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sDrivel8i 

402 656 


180 

9.7 


_110_ 

_200_ 


sDrivel8i auto 

419 769 

7.9 

185 10.4 

4/2.0 

J12, 

200 

A/6 

sDrive20i 

427J0_9 

— 6_._9_ 

162 


4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

sDrive20i autc 

1 444 796 

6.7 

157 

7.7 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

sDrive20d 

441 923 


^^29_ 


_4££^ 

135 

_380_ 


sDrive20d auto 460 539 



_7j9_ 

_4/2jOTD_ 

_1^ 

380 

A/8 

xDrive20i 

482 746 






_2^ 

_M/^ 

xDrive20i autc 

1 499 822 

7.1 

167 

7.9 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

497 565 

5 5 


81 

4/2.0TD 


380 


xDrive20d auto 515 360 

5.4 

143 

81 4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

A/8 

xDrive28i 

554 925 

7.2 

168 6.82 4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 


1 2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER 


1 VERDICT 1 

Niche-filling front-wheel drive ‘B-Class’ 

1 

\9 


01 

2 SERIES ACTIVE TOURER PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

218i 

378 000 

5.1 

118 


3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

M/6 

218i auto 

396 205 

5.2 

122 


3/1. 5T 

100 

220 

A/6 

220i 

403 052 

— 6U_ 

140 


4/2.0T 

-JAL. 

280 

M/6 

220i auto 

420 334 

5.7 

133 

7.4 

4/2.0T 

141 

280 

A/8 

220d 

428 500 




_4/2^0TD^ 

140 

400 

^^/^ 

220d auto 

446 500 



ddm 

^4£j0TD^ 

^1^ 

_400^ 

A/8 

225i auto 

448 847 

5.9 

138 

6.6 

4/2.0T 

170 

350 

A/8 


1 2 SERIES ■ 







glk 










1 VERDICT 1 

Slinkier, sportier, and less squint 1 Series 


Ip 



2 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









220i 

413 257 

— 6.L 

142 


4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

430 436 

5.7 

134 

7.0 

4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

220d 

443 500 


_219_ 


_4/2^0TD^ 

135 

380 


220d auto 

461 500 





_1^ 

380 

A/8 

228i 

452 988 

6.6 



_^/Z0^ 

_280_ 

_3^ 


228i auto 

470 373 

6.3 

148 

5.7 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

567 079 




_6/3j0^ 

_2^ 

_4^ 

_M/^ 

M235i auto 

585 846 

7.6 

176 

AS- 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 

convertible 

220i 

490 501 

6.4 

159 

7.5 

4/2. OT 

135 

270 

M/6 

220i auto 

507 475 




4/2 OT 

,^25_ 

_2^ 

A/8 

228i 

52a_Q01 


-X59_ 


4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

228i auto 

545 873 

— SJ- 

148 


4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

M235i 

651 605 

8.5 

199 

5.2 

6/3. OT 

240 

450 

M/6 

M235i auto 

670 166 

7.9 

184 

5.0 

6/3.0T 

240 

450 

A/8 


1 3 SERIES/ M3 


1 VERDICT 1 

A little less involving, a lot more refined 

1 


3 SERIES/ M3 PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

316i 

396 436 

5.8 

134 

8.9 

4/1.6T 

100 

220 

M/6 

316i auto 

414 436 

5.8 

134 

9.2 

4/1.6T 

100 

220 

A/8 



Ai 


As 




< 





> 
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320i 

435 462 

6.1 

144 

7.3 4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

320i auto 

^528^ 

_^j9_ 

_1^ 

7.95 4/2.0T 

_13^ 

_2^ 


320d 

_^65_500_ 


_^19_ 

7.5 4/2.0TD 


380 

_M/^ 

320d auto 

^83_500_ 



7.6 4/2.0TD 

_13^ 

380 


328i 

507 975 

6.4 

149 

5.9 4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

328i auto 

^25^^ 

6.3 


6.1 4/2.0T 

_280_ 

,3^ 


330d 

592 423 

-^.9- 

129 

_5..6_6Za.(IT_D 

190 

560 

A/8 

335i 

654 527 

_Z.2_ 

169 5.57 6/3.0T 

225 400 

A/8 

ActiveHvbrid 3 

723 949 

5.9 

139 

5.55 6/3.0TH 

250 

450e 

A/8 

M3 

^016^^ 

_8^ 

_20^ 

4.3 6/3.0T 

_3^ 

_5^ 

_M/^ 

M3 auto 

1 063 592 

8.3 

194 

4.1 6/3.0T 

317 

550 

D/7 


1 3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 



1 VERDICT 1 A 3 Series tailored for rear seat passengers 




3 SERIES GRAN TURISMO 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

320i GT 

478 386 

6.6 

153 

7.9 4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

320i GT auto 

_^95_5^ 

6.2 

_1^ 

7.9 4/2.0T 

_13^ 

_2^ 


320d GT 

_^09^23_ 


_129_ 

8.0 4/2.0TD 

_13^ 

380 


320d GT auto 

527 423 

4.9 

129 

7.9 4/2.0TD 

135 

380 

A/8 

328i GT 

550 194 

6.7 

156 

6.1 4/2.0T 

180 

350 

M/6 

328i GT auto 

567 475 


149 

6.1 4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

335i GT 

693 951 


178 

5.8 6/3.0T 

225 400 

A/8 


li.^ ^ 

1 . 


'0^ 

1 VERDICT 1 The premium-electric age starts her^^^^^^ 


13 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

eDrive 

525 000 

__ao_ 

_0_ 

7.2 elec 

125 

_2^ 


eDrive REx 

_5_9_^.0_Q_ 

_a6 

13_ 

_7_._9_e+2/Q._6_5_125_ 

250 

A/E 



d 

y 


1 VERDICT 1 Finally, Three is more than half of Five 

4^ 

X3 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive20i 

548 938 

7.4 

173 

8.4 4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

xDrive20i auto 

^65^0^ 

6 9 


8.2 4/2.0T 


_2^ 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

578 629 

_5iL 

-J21_ 

81 4Z2._0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

xDrive28i 

648 809 

_70_ 

162 

6.5 4/2.0T 

180 

400 

A/8 

xDrive30d 

733 975 

5.7 

149 

5.9 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

xDrive35i 

758 990 

8.3 

193 

5.6 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 


1 4 SERIES /M4 

1 

M 

1 VERDICT 1 Two-door 3 now called 4. Turbo M4 rather special 


4 SERIES /M4 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Gran Coupe 








420i 

^084^ 


_^9_ 

7.5 4/2.0T 


_2^ 

_M/^ 

420i auto 

525 757 


-142_ 

7.6 4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

420d 

539 910 

4.7 

-12^ 

7.7 4/2.0TD 

135 

270 

M/6 

420d auto 

557 603 

4.6 

121 

7.5 4/2.0TD 

135 

270 

A/8 

428i 

^8748^ 



6.1 4/2.0T 

_^80_ 

_3^ 

_M/^ 

428i auto 

_^047^ 

6.3 


6.0 4/2.0T 


_3^ 


435i 

754 540 

7.5 

174 

5.2 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

coupe 

420i 

^5079^ 



7.3 4/2.0T 

_23^ 

_2^ 

_M/^ 

420i auto 

_^25^^ 

— 

6.0 

J39_ 

7.3 4/2.0T 




420d 

^394^ 



7.5 4/2.0TD 

_^3^ 

_2^ 

_M/^_ 

420d auto 

557 103 

4.6 

121 

7.3 4/2.0TD 

135 

270 

A/8 

428i 

^86_988_ 


_1^ 

5.9 4/2.0T 

180 

350 


428i auto 

604 270 

6.3 

-147_ 

_&,B_^./2JT_ 

180 350 

A/8 

435i 

754 027 

7.2 

169 5.62 6/3.0T 

225 400 

A/8 

M4 

1 068 118 

8.8 

204 

4.3 6/3.0T 

317 

550 

M/6 

M4 auto 

1 115 592 

8.3 

194 

4.65 6/3.0T 

317 

550 

D/7 

convertible 

420i 

599 001 

6.8 

159 

8.2 4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

420i auto 

616 488 

6.6 

154 

8.3 4/2.0T 

135 

270 

A/8 

428i 

_^96^0^ 


159 

6.4 4/2.0T 

_280_ 

_3^ 

_M/^ 

428i auto 

_^13_98^ 

6.6 


6.4 4/2.0T 

_^80_ 

_3^ 


435i 

857 746 

7.5 

176 

5.5 6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

M4 

1 213 042 

9.1 

213 

4.6 6/3.0T 

317 

550 

M/6 

M4 auto 

1 260 516 

8.7 

203 

4.4 6/3.0T 

317 

550 

D/7 



[W 


VERDICT I X3 slips into something a little sportier 


X4 

PRICE 

L/IDO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive20i 

661 707 

6.9 

161 

8.1 

4/2. OT 

135 

270 

A/8 

xDrive20d 

664 629 

5 0 



_4£jOTD_ 

_M0_ 

_400_ 


xDrive28i 


7,0 

162 

_6J_ 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

xDrive30d 

_ail475_ 

5.7 

149 

5.8 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 

A/8 

xDrive35i 

820 990 

8.3 

193 

5.5 

6/3.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 



|Z4 


VERDICT 1 Z4 with broad(er) appeal 

Z4 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sDrive20i 

586 501 

_6J- 

159 


4/2.0T 

135 

270 

M/6 

sDrive20i auto 

666 ?ni 


-15^ 


4/2. OT 

135 

270 

A/8 

sDrive28i 

670 001 

6.8 

159 

5.7 

4/2. OT 

180 

350 

M/6 

sDrive28i auto 

689 701 



5.7 


_180_ 

_3^ 


sDrive35i 

836 657 

__9J_ 

_21^ 



_22^ 

_400_ 

_M/^ 

sDrive35i auto 

865 637 


_2^ 



_22^ 

_400_ 

_D/^ 

sDrive35is 

923 337 

9.1 

211 

4.8 

6/3.0T 

250 

500 

D/7 


5 SERIES /M5 


VERDICT I Too smooth for some, but easily the best Five ever . 


5 SERIES /M5 

5201 


PRICE L/lOO C02 O-IDO P/T KW NM GEAR 

601449 6.4 139 8.0 4/2.0T 135 270 A/8 


634 000 4.1 109 7.9 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 


528i 

723 257 

6.5 

142 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

180 350 

A/8 

530d 

ai7 9^6 

5.3 

134 

_6JL_67.3_.0_TD_ 

19_0 560 

A/8 

5351 

833 527 

7.6 

169 

5.9 

_6/_3i)J 

22.5_^00 

A/8 

ActiveHvbrid 5 

894 475 

6.4 

149 

5.9 

6/3.0Te 

250e 450e 

A/8 

535d 

943 847 

5.4 

138 

5.5 

6/3.0TD 

230 630 

A/8 

550i 

1 075 605 

8.6 

199 

4.6 

V8/4.4T 

330 650 

A/8 

M5 

1 403 991 

9.9 

232 

4.3 

V8/4.4T 

412 680 

D/7 



X5 

xDrive35i 


890194 5.9 156 6.8 6/3.0TD 190 560 A/8 


1005 296 6.0 157 5.9 6/3.0TD 230 630 A/8 


^113^70_^;6_22^_5j83,V8/44L_330_^50_^^ 


_llMSJ_8_6^173_5J3_^a0TD 280 740 A/8 


_1J37U,59_1L1_2^_^,2_V8/4.4LT_^2^^^^ 


fxe" 


VERDICT I Like the excellent X5, but in a skin-tight tracksuit 


X6 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

xDrive35i 

._95_5 5_0B 

_a._5_ 

198 

6,4 6/3.0T 

225 400 

A/8 

xDrive40d 

1 056 912 


-16.3_ 

_5_.8_6i3_.OTD_23_0_ 

630 

A/8 

xDrive50i 

1 173 773 

9.7 

225 

4.8 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M50d 

1 332 540 

6.6 

174 

5.2 6/3.0TD 

280 

740 

A/8 

X6 M 

1 690 659 

11.1 

258 

4.2 V8/4.4T 

423 

750 

A/8 


1 6 SERIES /M6 17 







& 

VERDICT 1 The very essence of Teutonic grand touring 




6 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 








640i 

1 080 335 


_272_ 

5.3 6/3.0T 

235 

450 

A/8 

640d 

1 120 360 

5.4 

143 

5.3 6/3.0TD 230 

630 

A/8 

650i 

1 438 105 

_aj_ 

199 

4.6 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M6 

1 690 389 

9.9 

231 

4.2 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 


Gran Coupe 


640i 

1 127 540 

7.5 


5.4 6/3.0T 


_4^ 


640d 

1 167 668 



5.93 6/3.0TD 

230 

630 

A/8 

650i 

1 479 605 

8.6 


5.42 V8/4.4T 

330 

_6^ 

A/8 

M6 

1 761 389 

9.9 

231 

4.2 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 

convertible 

640i 

1 169 246 



5.5 6/3.0T 



A/8 

650i 

1 515 029 

8.9 

208 

4.6 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

M6 

1 803 209 

10.3 

239 

4.47 V8/4.4T 

412 

680 

D/7 


1 7 SERIES 




1 

w 



1 VERDICT 1 1 

Flagship boasts tech, muscle and a boxer’s nose 

\ 


3# 

7 SERIES 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

7 Series 








740i 

1 182 066 

7.9 

184 

5.7 6/3.0T 

235 

450 

A/8 

730d 

1 204 873 



6.1 6/3.0TD 

190 

560 


ActiveHvbrid 7 

1261399 

6.8 

158 

5.7 6/3.0Te 

260e 500e 

A/8 

750i 

1 507 605 

8.6 

199 

5.28 V8/4.4T 

330 

650 

A/8 

7 Series Li 

750Li 

1 640 605 

8.6 

_1^ 

4.8 V8/4.4T 

330 

_6^ 

A/8 

760Li 

2 059 276 

12.9 

303 

4.6 V12/6.0T 

400 

750 

A/8 


nr 

VERDICT I Three-cylinder hybrid sports car is a revelation 


ePrive coupe 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1755 000 2.1 49 4.4 3/1.5+e 266 570e A/6 


CHANGAN 


VERDICT I Tempting price, credible design, but untried 


. . 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

77 990 n/a 184 n/a 4/1 39 78 M/5 


5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO C. 


VERDICT I Not quite the answer to the anti-SUV brigade 


5 SERIES GRAN TURISMO PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 
520d GT ^05_962__5j5_14^_a9_^£j0TD_J35_J80_^/^_ 

530d GT ^61386__5;8_^53_6j2_6/3;0TO_J90_^60_^/^_ 

5351 GT _^77887_^j2_192_6j^_6/3jaL_225_^00_^/^_ 

5501 GT 1115 644 9.2 214 5.0 V8/4.4T 330 650 A/8 


VERDICT I A masterclass in subtle evolution 


n/a 189 n/a 4/1.3 60 102 M/5 


n/a 189 n/a 4/1.3 60 102 M/5 


CHERY 1 

QQ3 , . , 


4^ 

VERDICT 1 Chev Spark clone on the cheap 


QQ3 

0,8 TE 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-8^ 6.8 156 20.0 3/0.8 38 70 M/5 


-^2° 6.8 156 20.0 3/0.8 38 70 M/5 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

877 400 8.5 197 6.5 6/3.0T 225 400 A/8 


5.7 133 18.5 4/1.1 50 90 M/5 


[jT 


VERDICT I Not styled by Xerox. Good. No brand equity. Bad 


1.3 TE 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-1-2-^900 7.0 160 16,0 4/1.3 6L_ll^M/_^ 


VERDICT I Still no match for small hatch establishment \ 


J2 

1.5 TX 


I 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 
J39.900_Jj^^76_^5j^^/15_^2_^40__M/^ 


VERDICT I Solid, inoffensive effort but still not convincing 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

209 900 8.3 194 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


I TIGGO 


TIGGO 

1.6 TXE 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

229 900 8.6 201 n/a 4/1.6 93 160 M/5 


VERDICT I Nosejob for Christopher Robin’s soft-roader clone 


fpio" 


VERDICT I Good attempt at a 15 seater. Lacks character 




PIO 

2.0TCI 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

289 900 11.0 263 n/a 4/2.0T 125 235 M/5 


As 


As 


A*7 


< 
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CHEVROLET 


VERDICT I Cheap. Outdated 




^^^EnwiiaHasiHsnHHinB 

CAPnVA PRICE L/lflO CO 2 O-lflO P/T KW NM GEAR 


VTi 120 Seduction 


275 900 6.2 143 10.8 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


SPARK LITE 

PRICE 

L/IDO 

CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4 LT 

359 300 

8.8 

210 10.5 4/2.4 

123 

230 

M/6 

1.0 LS 

101 200 

5.8 

135 15.4 

4/1.0 

49 

87 

M/5 

2.4 LT auto 

376 400 

8.8 

210 11.0 4/2.4 

_123_ 


A/6 









2.2D LT 

3_9_0 7ao 

7.9 

20_9 n/a 4i2.2TD 

135 

400 

A/6 

1 SPARK 

rm 



wr 

1 ^ 




















i 


1 VERDICT 1 

Likeabie new Chev ‘too young’ for some 



^4 

m 

1 TRAILBLAZER 





M 

SPARK 

PRICE 

L/lOO CO 2 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1 VERDICT 1 Better in most areas than King Fortuner 

1 i 



1.2 Campus 

119 500 

5.4 

129 13.3 

4/1.2 

60 

108 

M/5 

TRAILBLAZER 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2 L 

129 500 




_go_ 

,1Q§_ 


2.5D LT 

426 300 

7.4 

195 11.7 4/2.5TD 

120 

380 

M/6 

1.2 LS 

138 800 

5.4 

129 13.3 

4/1.2 

60 

108 

M/5 

2.8D LTZ auto 

503 400 

9.5 

254 10.6 4/2.8TD 

144 

500 

A/6 

1.2 LS BlackSWhite Edition 143 200 

5^ 

129 13.3 

4/1^ 

60 

108 


2.8D 4x4 LTZ 

540 200 

— aiL 


144 

440 

M/6 

1.2 LT 

151 300 

5.4 

129 13.3 

4/1.2 

60 

108 

M/5 

2. 8 D 4x4 LTZ auto 

558 600 

_9^ 

254 10.6 4/2.8TD 

144 

500 

A/6 


VERDICT IStiii 

the benchmark despite poiarising iooks 

UTILITY 

1.4 

PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

138 900 7.2 171 12.8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 

1.4 UteForce Edition 160 900 7.2 171 12.8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 

1.4 Club 

167 400 7.2 171 12.8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 

1.4 Sport 

193 700 7.2 171 12.8 4/1.4 68 120 M/5 

1.8 

157 600 8.1 193 9.8 4/1.8 77 161 M/5 

1.8 Club 

173 300 8.1 193 9.8 4/1.8 77 161 M/5 

1.8 Sport 

201600 8.1 193 9.8 4/1.8 77 161 M/5 

1.3D Club 

213300 5.j_14.5_n/a_4/1.3TD 55 170 M/5 


1 AVEO 1 / - 

1 VERDICT 1 Ageing fast. Stretch for a Sonic instead 



k — 


AVEO 

PRICE 

L/lKX) CO 2 O-IOC 

» P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 1.6 L 

141 900 

7.3 173 11.5 

4/1.6 

-^7_ 

145 

M/5 

sedan 1.6 L 


7.3 173 11.6 

4/1.6 

— 77_ 

-145_ 

M/5 

sedan 1.6 LS 

158 600 

7.3 173 11.6 

4/1.6 

77 

145 

M/5 

sedan 1.6 LS auto 

172 100 

7.7 184 12.1 

4/1.6 

77 

145 

A/4 


1 SONIC 






1 VERDICT 1 Sporty styiing, competitive engines. Strong rivais 

SONIC 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

CO 2 O-IDO P/T 

KW 

NM GEAR 

hatch 







1.4 LS 

196 700 

5.8 

139 12.7 

4/1.4 

74 

130 M/5 

1.6 LS 

203 800 


155 11.3 


_8^ 

155 M/5 

1.6 LS Black&White 


6.5 

155 11.3 

4/1.6 

85 

155 M/5 

1.4T RS 

233 400 

—6.-6- 

155 9.29 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 M/6 

sedan 

1.4 LS 

201 600 

— 5-J_ 

137 12,2 

4/1,4 

74 

130 M/5 

1.6 LS 

208 700 

_6.4_ 

152 11,3 

-4/l--6_ 

-S-S- 

155 M/5 

1.6 LS auto 

219 600 

6.9 

164 11.7 

4/1.6 

85 

155 A/6 


CRUZE 


VERDICT I Does what it says on the bootlid 




CRUZE 

hatch 

PRICE 

L/lDO CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 LS 

245 300 

6.7 

158 

12.8 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/5 

1.4T LS 

262 300 

5.8 

135 

9.3 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

sedan 

1.6 L 

232 700 

6.7 

158 

12.5 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/5 

1.6 LS 

248 200 

6.7 

158 

12.5 

4/1.6 

86 

155 

M/5 

1.4T LS 

259 700 

5.8 

135 

9.3 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

2.0D LS 

288 3_QD 

5.4 

141 

8.7 4/2.0TD 

120 

360 

M/6 

2.0D LT 

_312_6_0-0_ 

6.2 

164 

_8-7_Jt72..0T_D_ 

J2Q_ 

.260 

AZ6 



ORLANDO 


VERDICT I Wagon for the stay-at-home dad 


ORLANDO 

1.8 LS 


PRICE L/IKX) CO 2 O-lOO P/T KW NM GEAR 

298 300 7.2 171 12.0 4/1.8 104 176 M/5 


3.6 V6 4x4 LTZ 


570 000 11.1 265 9.1 V6/3.6 176 329 A/6 


CHRYSLER 


VERDICT I Grand American for grand-sized Americans 


VTi 120 Seduction auto 

290 900 

6.9 

^1^ 

12.5 4/1.6 

88 160 A/4 

VTi 120 Exclusive 

295 900 

6.2 


10.8 4/1.6 

88 160 M/5 

e-HDi 110 Seduction 

296 900 

4.2 

109 

12.4 4/1.6TD 

82 270 M/6 


r5s4 


VERDICT 1 Adds the spice missing from the C4 


DS4 

PRICE 

L/lOO CO 2 O-lDO P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

VTi 120 Design 

291 900 

6.2 

144 

10.8 4/1.6 

88 160 M/5 

THP 160 Style 

347 900 

7.7 

178 

9.3 4/1.6T 

120 240 A/6 

THP 200 Sport 

377 900 

6.4 

149 

7.9 4/1. 6T 

147 275 M/6 

HDi 160 Sport 

375 900 

5.1 

134 

8.81 4/2. OTD 

120 340 M/6 

HDi 160 Sport auto 

390 900 

5.7 

149 

9.9 4/2.0TD 

120 340 A/6 


|C4 PICASSO 






VERDICT 1 Unusuaiiy pretty, properiy sorted, diesei-only MPV 

C4 PICASSO 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

CO 2 O-lDO P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

e-HDi 115 Seduction 

325 900 

4.0 

105 

11.8 4/1.6TD 

85 270 M/6 

e-HDi 115 Intensive 

345 900 

4.0 

105 

11.8 4/1.6TD 

85 270 M/6 




GRAND VOYAGER 


PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


IC4AIRCROSS 


VERDICT I Sassy French suit can’t hide Japanese roots 




2.8CRD Limited 

674 990 

8.4 222 12.8 4/2.8TD 

120 360 A/6 

C4AIRCROSS 

2.0i Attraction 

PRICE 

313 900 

L/lOO 

CO 2 0-100 

178 9.3 

P/T 

4/2.0 

KW 

_1^ 

NM 

_198_ 

GEAR 

_M/^ 

1 300C ■ 




2.0i Comfort 

337 900 

7.5 

178 9.3 

4/2.0 

113 

198 

M/5 

1 VERDICT 1 Bold capable exec is big on value and presence 


2.0i Seduction 

345 900 

7.5 

178 8.82 

4/2.0 

113 

198 

M/5 

300C 

PRICE 

L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

2.0i Seduction auto 

25^900- 


180 10.2 

4/2.0 


198 

C/V 

3.6 Luxury Series 

601 990 

9.7 227 7.7 V6/3.6 

210 340 A/8 

HDi 115 Seduction 

376 9QQ_ 

4.6 


_g4_ 

270 

M/6 

3.0CRD Luxury Series 

683 990 

7.2 191 7.35V6/3.0TD 

177 550 A/5 

HDi 115 4VVD Comfort 

387 900 

4.9 

129 11.6 4/1.6TD 

84 

270 

M/6 

SRT8 

111 990 

13.0 303 5.0 V8/6.4 

347 631 A/5 

2.0i 4WD Exclusive 

410 900 

8.1 

191 10.9 

4/2.0 

113 

198 

C/V 


1 CITROEN 1 

Cl 


1 VERDICT 1 More style, more sophistication, much more price 


DISPATCH 


VERDICT I Practicai peopie carrier. Nothing more 


DISPATCH MULTISPACE 

HDi 120 Attraction 


PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

397 900 7.3 194 13.0 4/2.0TD 88 300 M/6 


Cl 

PRICE 

L/lOO CO 2 O-IOC 

» P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VTi 82 Feel 

168 900 

4.3 

99 

11.0 

3/1.2 60 

116 

M/5 

VTi 82 Airscape Feel 

194 900 

4.3 

99 

11.0 

3/1.2 60 

116 

M/5 


fia 

VERDICT 1 Massively better than the old C3 




& 

C3 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

CO 2 O-IOC 

» P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VTi 68 Attraction 

184 900 

4.4 

102 

14.2 

3/1.0 50 

95 

M/5 

VTi 82 Attraction 

191 900 


_109_ 


3/1.2 60 

_1^ 

_M/^_ 

VTi 82 Seduction 

205 900 


_109_ 

_12^ 

3/1.2 60 


_M/5_ 

VTi 120 Seduction 

224 900 

_5^ 

_13^ 

8.9 

4/1.6 88 

_1^ 

_M/5__ 

VTi 120 Seduction auto 

239 900 

6.7 

154 

10.9 

4/1.6 88 

160 

A/4 

VTi 120 Exclusive 

250 900 

_5j9_ 

_1^ 

8.9 

4/1.6 88 


_M/^_ 

e-HDi 90 Seduction 

241 900 



11.0 4/1.6TD 68 

230 

M/5 


fps! 







1 VERDICT 1 A proper Mini Cooper rival 




DS3 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

CO 2 O-IOC 

» P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 








VTi 82 Design 

222 900 

4.7 

109 

12.3 

3/1.2 60 

118 

M/5 

VTi 120 Style 

261 900 

5.9 

136 

8.9 

4/1.6 88 

160 

M/5 

VTi 120 Style auto 

276 900 

6.6 

153 

10.9 

4/1.6 88 

160 

A/4 

e-HDi 90 Style 

263 900 

3.7 

98 

11.3 4/1. 6TD 68 

230 

M/5 

THP 155 Sport 

294 900 

5.8 

135 

7.3 

4/1.6T 115 

240 

M/6 

THP 155 Ultra Prestige 

324 900 

6.0 

139 

7.3 

4/1.6T 115 

240 

M/6 

Cabrio 

VTi 82 Design 

245 900 

4.7 

109 

12.5 

3/1.2 60 

118 

M/5 

VTi 120 Style 

284 900 

5.9 

136 

9.0 

4/1.6 88 

160 

M/5 

THP 155 Sport 

317 900 

5.8 

135 

7.4 

4/1. 6T 115 

240 

M/6 


HDi 160 Comfort 


424 900 7.6 199 13.6 4/2.0TD 120 340 


loss 


VERDICT I Presidentiai styie, but ride more crashy than cushy' 




DS5 

THP 155 Style 

THP 200 Sport 


PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

438 900 7.3 169 9.7 4/1.6T 115 240 A/6 

469 900 6.7 155 8.2 4/1.6T 147 275 M/6 


HDi 160 Sport 


476 900 6.1 158 10.1 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


DAIHATSU 


GRAN MAX 


VERDICT I Not for ieisure or oid iadies but can take a ioad 


PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

154 995 7.5 180 12.5 4/1.5 71 134 M/5 


164 995 7.5 180 12.5 4/1.5 71 134 M/5 


VERDICT I Has carved its own niche. Getting oid now 


PRICE 

239 995 


L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.0 168 12.0 4/1.5 77 140 M/5 


1.5 Special Edition 


244 995 7.0 168 12.0 4/1.5 77 140 M/5 


259 995 7.0 168 12.0 4/1.5 77 140 M/5 


1.5 Diva Deluxe 




264 995 8.5 204 12.6 4/1.5 11 140 M/5 


1.5 4x4 auto 


279 995 9.5 228 16.6 4/1.5 11 143 A/4 


1.5 4x4 Off- road 


294 995 8.9 214 n/a 4/1.5 87 150 M/5 


LC4 


1 VERDICT 1 Citroen goes mainstream. Competent but boring 1 



DATSUN 


VERDICT I Duii styiing, no ABS, no airbags make this a no Go 


GO 




VTi 120 Attraction 


PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

259 900 6.2 143 10.8 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


GO 

1.2 Mid 


PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

91300 5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


102 500 5.2 123 13.3 3/1.2 50 104 M/5 


Discover offers on your 
Audi model of choice. 

Visit audi.co.za/offers for more. 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Tcchnik ' 
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BUYERS GUIDE 

GBU 


1 DFSK 1 

MINI TRUCK 





1,^ 


1 VERDICT 1 Unbelievably 

low pricing. ' 

Warning! 




MINITRUCK 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 

0-100 

P/T 

KW NM 

GEAR 

KOI 1.0 

76 990 

n/a n/a 

jt/^ 

_4/l^ 

35 76 

_M/^ 

KOI 1.3 

92 990 

n/a n/a 

n/a 

4/1.3 

58 103 

M/5 

KOI 1.3 J-Car 

106 990 

n/a n/a 

jt/^_ 

J/L^ 

58 103 

_M/^ 


DODGE 


VERDICT I Better inside but basics still off the pace of rivals 


JOURNEY 

2.4 SXT 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-37-^93^0 a^25_nZa_^/2JL_125_220_^16_ 


416 990 10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 


466 990 10.4 242 n/a V6/3.6 206 353 A/6 


FAW 


VERDICT I Cheap, garish and uninspiring 


V2 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

99 995 6.5 155 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 M/5 


I SIRIUS S80 


VERDICT I Sounds grand, probably isn’t 


SIRIUS S80 

1.3 Comfort 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

164 995 7.5 177 n/a 4/1.3 67 120 M/5 


173 295 8.1 191 n/a 4/1.5 75 140 M/5 


189 995 8.1 191 n/a 4/1.5 75 140 M/5 


FERRARI 


VERDICT I We feared a disaster but found a turbo’ed triumph 


CALIFORNIA T 

California T 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

3 668 000 10.5 250 3.6 V8/3.9T 412 755 D/7 


458 


VERDICT 1 430 successor is a big leap. One worth taking 


458 

Italia 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4 079 000 13.3 307 3.3 V8/4.5 419 540 D/7 


4 610 000 13.3 307 3.4 V8/4.5 419 540 D/7 


Speciale 

Speciale A 


4 977 500 13.3 307 3.0 V8/4.5 445 540 D/7 

5 445 000 13.3 307 3.0 V8/4.5 445 540 D/7 


FF 


VERDICT IFF for Very Fast 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5150 000 15.4 360 3.7 V12/6.3 485 683 D/7 


F12berlinetta 


VERDICT I Glorious V12 wrapped in provocative body. Epic 


F12berlinetta 

F12berlinetta 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5 979 000 15.0 350 3.1 V12/6.3 545 690 D/7 


FIAT 


VERDICT I Fun to drive, pragmatic, cheap to run 




PANDA 

1.2 Pop 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

152 990 5.2 120 14.2 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 


169 990 5.2 120 15.53 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 


VERDICT I Majors on style and charm. Retro glamour 


500 

hatch 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


1.2 Pop 

1.2 Pop auto 


175 400 5.1 119 12.9 4/1.2 51 102 M/5 

184 440 5.0 115 13.0 4/1.2 51 102 S/5 


1.2 Lounge 

190 900 

5.1 

119 

12.9 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

M/5 

1.2 Lounge auto 

199 940 

5.0 

115 

13.0 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

S/5 

1.4 Lounge 

218 400 

6.1 

140 

10.5 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

M/6 

1.4 Lounge auto 

227 440 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 

500S 1.4 

224 400 



_10^ 





500S 1.4 auto 

233 440 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 

500C /500S Cabriolet 

1.2 Pop 

216 400 

5.1 

119 

12.9 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

M/5 

1.2 Pop auto 

225 440 

5.0 

115 

13.0 

4/1.2 

51 

102 

S/5 

1.4 Lounge 

255 400 

6.1 

140 

10.5 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

M/6 

1.4 Lounge auto 

264 440 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 

500S 1.4 

264 900 

6.1 

140 

10.5 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

M/6 

500S 1.4 auto 

273 940 

5.8 

135 

10.6 

4/1.4 

74 

131 

S/5 


IQUBO 






1 

1 VERDICT 1 Postman Pat’s Italian cousin. Opt for the diesel 

1 « 



PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

200 990 6.6 152 16.2 4/1.4 54 118 M/5 


225 990 4.4 115 16.5 4/1.3TD 55 190 M/5 


500L 


VERDICT I The 500 that ate a//the pies. Good family fun 


500L 

1.4 Pop Star 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

251900 6.2 145 12.8 4/1.4 70 127 M/6 


251900 6.2 145 12.8 4/1.4 70 127 M/6 


1.4 Lounge 

266 900 

6.2 

145 

12.8 

4/1.4 

70 

127 

M/6 

1.6 Multijet Lounge 

310 400 

4.5 

117 

11.3 4/1.6TD 

77 

320 

M/6 

1.4 T-Jet Trekking 

314 900 

7.0 

163 

11.0 

4/1.4T 

88 

215 

M/6 



DOBLO PANORAMA 


VERDICT I Family-friendly room with a view 


]:*T 




DOBLO PANORAMA 

1.6 Multijet Dynamic 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

321 990 5.5 145 13.4 4/1.6TD 77 290 IVI/6 


FORD 

FIGO 


VERDICT 1 Serious contender for best small car buy 


FIGO 

1.4 Ambiente 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

141900 6.6 156 13.1 4/1,4 62 127 M/5 


151900 6.6 156 13.1 4/1.4 62 127 M/5 


1.4TDCi Ambiente 


5.3 139 15.8 4/1.4TD 51 160 M/5 


VERDICT I Reasonably good car beneath a nondescript shell 


IKON 

1.6 Ambiente 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

^63-^Q 7.7 182 11.3 4/1.6 74 143 M/5 


FIESTA 


FIESTA 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.4 Ambiente 

194 030 

5.7 

130 12.2 

4/1.4 

71 

128 

M/5 

1.4 Trend 

Pn4Pnn 

5.7 

130 12.2 

4/1.4 

71 

128 

M/5 

1.6TDCi Ambiente 

210 030 

3.6 

95 

11.7 4/1.6TD 

70 

200 

M/5 

1.6TDCi Trend 

216 900 

3.6 

95 

11.7 4/1.6TD 

70 

200 

M/5 

l.OT Trend 

227 630 


99 

_9j^ 

,3/ljO^ 

92 

_1^ 

_M/^ 

l.OT Trend auto 

236 900 




J/LO^ 

92 



l.OT Titanium 

247 900 

4.3 

99 

9.4 

3/l.OT 

92 

170 

M/5 

3-door ST 

275 900 

5.9 

138 

6.9 

4/1. 6T 

134 

290 

M/6 


ECOSPORT 


VERDICT I More than Just a Fiesta on stilts 


ECOSPORT 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 Ambiente 

207 900 

6.5 

154 

n/a 

4/1.5 

82 

138 

M/5 

1.5 Titanium auto 

264 900 

6.5 

154 

n/a 

4/1.5 

82 

138 

D/6 

l.OT Trend 

239 900 

5.7 

131 

n/a 

3/l.OT 

92 

170 

M/5 

l.OT Titanium 

259 900 

^.7 

131 12.09 3/l.OT 

92 

170 

M/5 

1.5TDCi Trend 

244 900 

4.^ 

125 

n/a 4/1.5TD 

66 

20^5 

M/5 

1.5TDCi Titanium 

264 900 

4.5 

125 

n/a 

4/1. 5TD 

66 

205 

M/5 


lllllll 

IJ 

R 


VERDICT 1 Matches the Golf in most areas 



iiO 

FOCUS 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.6 Ambiente 

233 900 

6.2 

145 10.9 

4/1.6 

_g2_ 


M/5 

1.6 Ambiente auto 

246 500 

6.5 

153 


4/1.6 

_g2_ 


D/6 

1.6 Trend 

255 500 

6.2 

145 

10.9 

4/1.6 

92 

159 

M/5 

2.0 Trend 

276 500 


_1^ 

nia 



_20^ 

_M/^ 

2.0 Trend auto 

292 900 

6.6 

_1^ 

_8j^ 

_^2j0_ 


202 

_D/^ 

2.0TDCi Trend 

309 900 

5.3 

143 

9.0 

4/2. OTD 

120 

340 

D/6 

hatch 

1.6 Ambiente 

233 900 



_10^ 


_J2^ 


_M/^ 

1.6 Trend 

255 500 

6.2 


J£j9 

_4/l^ 

92 

_1^ 

_M/^ 

2.0 Trend 

276 500 

6.6 

_1^ 

9.0 

_J/2^ 

J2^ 

202 

_M/^ 

2.0TDCi Trend 

296 900 

5.1 

134 

n/a 

4/2. OTD 

120 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDCi Trend auto 

309 900 



_9j0_ 

_4/2jOTD_ 

_^20_ 

,3^ 

_D/^ 

2.0 Sport 

304 500 

6.6 

154 

9.0 

4/2.0 

125 

202 

M/5 

STl 

350 900 

7.2 

169 


4/2.0T 

184 

360 

M/6 

STS 

394 900 

7.2 

169 

6.5 

4/2.0T 

184 

360 

M/6 


1 RANGER 


1 



!□ 


R 

Bp 

VERDICT 1 The segment’s new top dog 

i 

m 


RANGER 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.5 

199 900 

10.8 257 


-^7-2, 5_ 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.5 XL 

235 900 

10.8 

257 

n/a 

4/2.5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

249 900 

10.8 

257 

n/a 

4/2.5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.2 

206 900 

9.0 

_23^ 


_£Z2TD_ 

88 

_28^ 

_M/^ 

2.2 XL 

245 900 

9.0 

_23^ 


_£Z2^ 

88 

_28^ 

_M/^ 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

261900 

9.0 

237 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2 4x4 XL 

313 900 

9.6 

253 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

88 

285 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXLS 

314 900 

_7J_ 

199 

n/a 4/2.2TD 


375 

M/6 

2.2 4X4XLS 

369 900 

_8^ 


n/a 4/2.2TD 

JIO, 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLS 

358 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4X4XLS 

412 900 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

Super Cab 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

268 900 

10.9 259 

_n^ 

4/2.5 

122 

226 

M/5 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

303 900 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

no 

375 

M/6 

3.2Hi-RiderXLS 

386 900 

9.3 

_2^ 

nta 

513^2^ 

JdL 

_4^ 

_M/^ 

3.2 4x4 XLS 

435 900 

9.8 

_2^ 


5122^ 


_4^ 

_M/^ 

3.2 4x4 XLS auto 

449 900 

9.7 

255 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

double cab 

2.5Hi-RiderXL 

303 900 


_2^ 

Na 

^12^ 

_^22^ 


_M/^ 

2.2Hi-RiderXL 

314 900 


202 


4122^ 

_2io. 


_M/^ 

2.2Hi-RiderXLS 

401 900 


202 

JT^ 

4122^ 


_3^ 

_M/^ 

2.2 4x4 XL-Plus 

391 900 

8.2 

215 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

no 

375 

M/6 

2.2 4x4 XLS 

454 900 



n/a 

4/2.2TD 

_no_ 



3.2 Hi-RiderXLT 

456 900 

—9^ 


n/a 5/3,2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 Hi-RiderXLTauto 

469 900 

—91^ 

239 

n/a 5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 XLT 

504 900 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 XLT auto 

515 900 


255 10.77 5/3.2TD 

147 

^4TO_ 


3.2Hi-RiderWildtrak 

484 900 

9.3 



_5/3j2TD_ 

_1^ 



3.2 Hi-Rider Wildtrak auto 

494 900 


239 





A/6 

3.2 4x4 Wildtrak 

551 900 

9.7 

255 

n/a 

5/3. 2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 


IKUGA 



VERDICT 1 Chunkier, taller, more useful Focus 

P 

KUGA 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5T Ambiente 

314 900 

6.6 




_no_ 

_2^ 


1.5T Trend 

355 900 

6.6 

154 

9.7 

4/1. 5T 

no 

240 

M/6 

1.5T Trend auto 

367 900 

7.0 

162 

9.9 

4/1. 5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

1.5T AWD Trend 

394 900 

7.7 



4/1.5T 

132 

240 

A/6 

2.0T AWD Titanium 

437 900 

— a8_ 

204 

_LS_ 

4/2.0T 

nZTL 

240 

A/6 

2.0TDCi AWD Trend 

419 900 

6.2 

162 

10.4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/6 

2.0TDCi AWD Titanium 

454 900 

6.2 

162 

10.4 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

D/6 


I Discover offers on your 
Audi model of choice. 

Visit audi.co.za/offers for more. 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 
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FUSION 


VERDICT I New ‘Mondeo’ has been worth the wait 


FUSION 

1.5T Trend 


PRICE 

349 900 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

7.4 173 9.2 4/1.5T 132 240 A/6 


7.5 174 8.7 4/2.0T 149 300 A/6 


424 900 8.5 187 7.9 4/2.0T 177 340 A/6 


2.0TDCi Titanium 


449 900 5.1 124 8.6 4/2.0TD 132 400 D/6 


GWM 


C30 

C30 

1.5 Comfort 

I C20 R 


TOURNEO CUSTOM 




1 VERDICT 1 Fun-to-drive 8-seater. The new bus to beat 


1.5 

164 900 7.7 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

159 900 7.3 174 n/a 4/1.5 71 138 M/5 


L/lOO C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

7.7 179 12.63 4/1.5 77 138 M/5 


TOURNEO CUSTOM 

2.2TDCi SWB Ambiente 


PRICE 

429 900 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 74 310 M/6 


2.2TDCi LWB Ambiente 

2.2TDCi SWB Trend 


434 900 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 74 310 M/6 


rM4 


VERDICT I More sophisticated, chunkier ghost of Florid Cross 


449 900 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 92 350 M/6 


2.2TDCi LWB Trend 


^54900__6j5_^72_n/^J£j2TD_92_^50_M^ 


PRICE 

189 900 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

7.2 172 n/a 4/1.5 


2.2TDCi SWB Limited 


-4-9-4-^-Q-Q 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 114 385 M/6 



STEED 5 


VERDICT I One of the better Chinese bakkies 


KW NM GEAR 
_^^^38__M/^_ 


n/a n/a n/a 4/2.2 76 193 M/5 


179 950 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.8TD 68 202 M/5 


2.2 double cab CV 


184 950 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.2 76 193 M/5 


2.8TD double cab XV 


205 950 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.8TD 68 202 M/5 


VERDICT I Cummins diesel makes it best Chinese bakkie yet 


STEEDS 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

2. 2L Workhorse 

154 900 

9.7 

229 

n/a 

4/2.2 

78 

190 

M/5 

2.4L Lux 

189 900 

10.7 

251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.4L 4x4 Lux 

219 900 

10.7 

251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.0WGT 

199 900 

8.1 

214 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

78 

225 

M/5 

2.0VGT Lux 

229 900 

8.3 

220 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

no 

310 

M/6 

2.0VGT 4x4 Lux 

259 900 

8.3 

220 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

no 

310 

M/6 

double cab 

2.2L Lux 

184 900 

10.2 

240 

n/a 

4/2.2 

78 

190 

M/5 

2.0WGT SX 

229 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

78 

225 

M/5 

2.4L Lux 

214 900 

10.7 

251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.4L 4x4 Lux 

239 900 

10.7 251 

n/a 

4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.0VGT Lux 

259 900 

8.3 

220 

n/a 

4/2.0TD 

no 

310 

M/6 


TUNLAND 

2.8 on-road Comfort 


PRICE 

199 950 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


2.0VGT 4x4 Lux 


289 900 8.3 220 n/a 4/2.0TD 110 310 M/6 


2.8 off-road Comfort 

239 950 

8.0 

_2^ 

n/a 4/2.8TD 

96 

280 

_M/^ 

1 C50T_ 



2.8 off-road Luxury 

249 950 

8.0 

212 

n/a 4/2.8TD 

96 

280 

M/5 

■ verdict 

1 Pricey, turbocharged Chinese Corolla : ” j 


double cab 








C50T 

PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

2.8 off-road Comfort 

294 950 

8.3 

_2^ 

13.5 4/2.8TD 

_120_ 

360 


1.5T Lux 

209 900 7.4 173 10.0 4/1.5T 

98 188 M/5 

2.8 off-road Luxury 

314 950 

8.3 

219 

13.5 4/2.8TD 

120 

360 

M/5 

1.5T Elite 

219 900 7.4 173 10.0 4/1.5T 

98 188 M/5 


2.8 4x4 Comfort 


369 950 8.3 219 13.5 4/2.8TD 120 360 M/5 


389 950 8.3 219 13.5 4/2.8TD 120 360 M/5 


GEELY 


VERDICT I Attractively priced Botox disaster 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-9^ 6-.2^140_n/a_3yi..Q 5_0_8_^M/^ 


6.9 164 14.0 4/1.3 63_^10_M/^ 


LC CROSS 


VERDICT I Just like an LC, but less happy 


LC CROSS 

1.3 GL 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.9 164 14.0 4/1.3 6_3_110_M/^ 


-1-12-9-0-Q 7.3 169 n/a 4/1.5 7_^36_M/^ 


MK 


VERDICT I Bargain motoring 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

99 990 7.7 178 n/a 4/1.5 69 128 M/5 


-LQ-4-99.Q 7.7 178 n/a 4/1.5 69__128_M/_^ 


1 STEED 5E 



1 

1 

VERDICT 1 Improves with each new iteration 

V 


pv 

STEED 5E 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

double cab 







2.4 SX 

236 900 

10.7 251 

n/a 4/2.4 


200 

M/5 

2.4 Xscape 

252 900 

10.7 251 

n/a 4/2.4 

93 

200 

M/5 

2.0VGT SX 

267 900 

8.3 220 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

_10^ 

^30^ 

^_M/6_ 

2.0VGT Xscape 

284 900 

8.3 220 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

105 

305 

M/6 







1 .. 


VERDICT 1 Facelifted Flover gaining traction for the brand 

m 

R 

H5 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.4 City 

244 900 

10.3 242 

n/a 4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.4 Lux 

249 900 

10.3 242 

n/a 4/2.4 


_200_ 

_M/^ 

2.4 Lux 4x4 

269 900 

10.3 242 

n/a 4/2.4 

100 

200 

M/5 

2.0VGT Lux 

284 900 

7.6 199 

n/a 4/2.0TD 




2.0VGT Lux auto 

319 900 

9.2 240 

n/a 4/2.0TD 




2.0VGT Lux 4x4 

319 900 

7.6 199 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

_110_ 

.^10_ 

_M/^ 

2.0VGT Lux 4x4 auto 

339 900 

9.2 240 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

no. 

310 

A/5 


|H6 


■1 


VERDICT 1 Takes Chinese crossovers to the next level I 

41 


iW 

H6 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5T City 

259 900 

8.5 200 

n/a 4/1. 5T 

105 

210 

M/6 


EMGRAND7 

1.8 GL Luxury 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

164 990 7.6 180 10.9 4/1.8 102 172 M/5 


1.8 GT Executive 


J^990_^j6_J^0_J£j9_^/L8_^02_J72__M^ 


1.5T Lux 

27_a_90_Q_ 

— a5_ 

200 

oZa 4/LSJ 

105 210 M/6 

2.0TCI Lux 

349 900 

6.7 

175 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

105 310 M/6 


1 STEED 6 






1 VERDICT 1 Steed gets dressed up for the rodeo 


W tfw 

STEED 6 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

double cab 






2.0VGT SX 

299 900 

8.3 

_^20_ 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

105 305 M/6 

2.0VGT Xscape 

329 900 

8.3 

220 

n/a 4/2.0TD 

105 305 M/6 


HONDA 


VERDICT I Spirited tot is a surprisingly competent newcomer 


BRIO 

hatch 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


132 200 5.6 133 12.2 4/1.2 65 109 M/5 


145 100 5.6 133 11.56 4/1.2 65 109 M/5 


1.2 Comfort auto 


157 700 6.3 150 14.7 4/1.2 65 109 A/5 


6.1 147 12.4 4/1.2 65 109 M/5 


6.1 147 12.4 4/1.2 65 109 M/5 


1.2 Comfort auto 


167 600 6.9 167 15.7 4/1.2 65 109 A/5 


VERDICT I A Brio for (much) larger families 


MOBILIO 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 Trend 

184 400 


_1^ 

_ia8_ 


88 


_M/^ 

1.5 Comfort 

203 900 


_1^ 

J£j8_ 

_4/l^ 

88 

_1^ 

_M/^ 

1.5 Comfort auto 

219 990 

6.0 

144 

11.3 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

C/V 



1 JAZZ 






J 

■ 


VERDICT 1 Does n 

othing better than well-liked predecessor 

1 


■» 

JAZZ 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2 Trend 

179 900 



_13^ 


66 


_M/^ 

1.2 Comfort 

204 900 

5.6 

135 

13.6 

4/1.2 

66 

110 

M/5 

1.2 Comfort auto 

221 900 

5.6 

136 

14.3 

4/1.2 

66 

110 

C/V 

1.5 Elegance 

234 900 

6.0 

143 

9.9 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

M/5 

1.5 Elegance auto 

249 900 

5.8 

140 

10.6 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

C/V 

1.5 Dynamic 

249 900 

6.0 

143 

9.9 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

M/5 

1.5 Dynamic auto 

264 900 

5.8 

140 

10.7 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

C/V 


1 BALLADE 




VERDICT 1 Greatly improved, but the badge still beats the car 

m 

m 


BALLADE 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.5 Trend 

204 8.00 

_5..a_ 

140 

_9J_ 

4/1.5 

_88_ 


M/5 

1.5 Trend auto 

219 500 

5.8 

137 

11.1 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

C/V 

1.5 Elegance 

232 500 

5.9 

140 

9.6 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

M/5 

1.5 Elegance auto 

247 200 

5.8 

137 

11.1 

4/1.5 

88 

145 

C/V 


1 CIVIC 







VERDICT 1 Distino 

live and goes well, but not outstandingly so 1 


CIVIC 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.8 Comfort 

263 800 


_1^ 

8.8 

411^ 


_1^ 

_M/^ 

1.8 Comfort auto 

277 500 

6.6 

_1^ 


Ajl^ 


_1^ 


1.8 Elegance 

305 600 

6.7 

160 

8.6 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/5 

1.8 Elegance auto 

319 600 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

1.8 Executive 

317 200 


160 

8.8 

4/1.8 

104 

174 


1.8 Executive auto 

331 200 

6.6 

157 10.5 

4/1.8 

104 

JJ4 

A/5 

hatch 

1.8 Elegance 

291 200 

6.1 

146 

9.1 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

M/6 

1.8 Elegance auto 

306 500 

6.5 

155 

10.9 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 

1.8 Executive 

317 200 

6.3 



^^18_ 

_10^ 


_M/^ 

1.8 Executive auto 

332 000 


_1^ 

11.3 

4/1.8 


Ml. 

_A/^ 

1.6i-DTEC Executive 

349 400 

4.1 

109 

10.6 4/1.6TD 

88 

300 

M/6 

Tourer 

1.8 Executive 

378 000 

— 6J_ 


9.5 

4/1.8 

104 


M/6 

1.8 Executive auto 

392 700 

— SJ- 

160 

1T3 

4/1.8 

104 

174 

A/5 



1 CR-Z - wmmm mmummu 



VERDICT I Looks good, handles - a hybrid we actually want 


CR-Z 

Hybrid 
Hybrid auto 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

376 600 5.2 124 9.4 4/1.5e lOle 190e M/6 

391 000 4.9 117 9.9 4/1.5e lOle 190e C/V 


fii 


As 
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CR-V 


VERDICT I More polish for popular soft roader + FWD model 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


ix35 


VERDICT I Very popular for good reason 


2.0 Comfort auto 

36.2 40_0 

AL 

170 Ola 




Ai5 

2.0 Premium auto 

349 900 

8.9 

207 11.5 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

2.0 Eleqance 

394 400 

7.2 

172 10.0 

4/2.0 

114 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Executive 

370 900 

8.5 

204 10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

19? 

M/6 

2.0 Eleqance auto 

409 400 

7.1 

170 n/a 

4/2.0 

114 

192 

A/5 

2.0 Elite 

397 400 

8.8 

_20Q_115 

4/2.0 

116 

19? 

A/6 

2.4 Executive AWD 

508 400 

8.7 

207 10.38 

4/2.4 

140 

220 

A/5 

1.7CRDi Premium 

359 900 

5.3 

139 12.4 4/1.7TD 

85 

260 

M/6 

2.4 Exclusive AWD 

544 400 

8.7 

207 11.1 

4/2.4 

140 

220 

A/5 

2.0CRDi Elite 

422 900 

6.5 

170 9.4 

4/2.0TD 

130 

383 

M/6 









2.0CRDi 4WD Elite 

484 900 

7.2 

190 9.8 

4/2.0TD 

130 

392 

A/6 


ACCORD 


VERDICT I Mid -size American luxury from Japan ; ■ 


ACCORD 

2.0 Elegance 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

408 400 7.5 178 11.7 4/2.0 114 190 A/5 


H-1 


VERDICT I Nine seats and still room for the luggage 


8.1 192 10.6 4/2.4 132 225 A/5 


H-1 

2.4 GLS 


3.5 V6 Exclusive 


576 300 9.2 217 7.01 V6/3.5 207 339 A/6 


9.8 260 14.5 4/2.5TD 120 392 A/5 


HYUNDAI 


VERDICT I Tiny Korean gem. Not quite as grand as it once was 



PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

1 - ' 
KW 

NM GEAR 

1.1 Motion 

127 900 

4.8 

114 15.2 

4/1.1 

50 

99 M/5 

1.1 Motion auto 


5.7 

135 17.1 

4/1.1 

50 

99 A/4 

1.25 Fluid 


4.7 

113 12.3 

4/1.2 

_6^ 

119 M/5 

1.25 Fluid auto 

151 900 

5.5 

132 13.8 

4/1.2 

64 

119 A/4 

1.25 Glide 

146 900 

4.7 

113 12.3 

4/1.2 

64 

119 M/5 


GRAND ilO 1 


1 VERDICT 1 Terrible name, decent little car 1 

GRAND ilO 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM GEAR 

1.25 Motion 

147 900 

—5^9- 

130 12.7 

4/1.2 

_6^ 

120 M/5 

1.25 Fluid 

158 900 

5.9 

130 11.1 

4/1.2 

64 

120 M/5 

1.25 Fluid auto 

168 900 

6.9 

147 14.2 

4/1.2 

64 

120 A/4 


[20 


VERDICT I It’s like theyjust dressed the old car in a new suit 




PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

^8-^Q-Q 5.9 140 13.6 4/1.2 61 115 M/5 


204 900 6.5 147 11.4 4/1.4 74 133 M/6 


7.5 160 13.2 4/1.4 74 133 A/4 


I ACCENT 


VERDICT I For the small sedan buyer, this is money well spent 


ACCENT 

sedan 1.6 Motion 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

205 900 6.1 145 10.2 4/1.6 91 156 M/6 


sedan 1.6 Fluid 


6.1 145 10.2 4/1.6 91 156 M/6 


sedan 1.6 Fluid auto 


232 900 6.4 151 11.4 4/1.6 91 156 A/4 


hatch 1.6 Fluid 


234 900 6.4 152 10.2 4/1.6 91 156 M/6 


hatch 1.6 Fluid auto 


244 900 6.8 161 11.4 4/1.6 91 156 A/4 


VERDICT I Leapfrogs the opposition, doesn’t break the bank ; 


ELANTRA 

1.6 Premium 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

261900 6.4 152 10.1 4/1.6 96 157 M/6 


1.6 Premium auto 


276 900 6.9 163 11.6 4/1.6 96 157 A/6 


130 


VERDICT I Korea hits the Golf-class A-list 


130 

1.6 Premium 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

277 900 6.4 152 10.5 4/1.6 95 157 M/6 


1.6 Premium auto 


297 900 6.8 173 11.5 4/1.6 95 157 A/6 


299 900 6.5 157 9.7 4/1.8 110 178 M/6 


VELOSTER 


VERDICT I Oddly attractive 2 +^ door coupe hatch 


VELOSTER 

1.6 Executive 


1.6 Executive auto 


314 900 8.4 161 10.3 4/1.6 103 167 D/6 


SONATA 


VERDICT I Hyundai does luxury... American luxury 


SONATA 

2.4 Elite 


SANTA FE 


VERDICT I Impressive and attractive but only in diesel 


SANTA FE 

2.2CRDi Premium 


PRICE 

534 900 


2.2CRDi 4WD Executive 

2.2CRDi4WD Elite 


574 900 8.3 194 10.0 4/2.2TD 145 436 .A/6_ 

629 900 8.3 194 10.0 4/2.2TD 145 436 A/6 


INFINITI 


VERDICT I Clever, great-value, but softer 3 Series alternative 


Q50 

2. 2d 

PRICE 

410 000 

L/lOO 

4.8 

C02 0-100 P/T 

125 8.7 4/2.2TD 

KW 

125 

NM 

400 

GEAR 

M/6 

2.2d Premium 

440 000 

5.0 

133 

8.5 

4/2.2TD 

125 

400 

A/7 

2.2d Sport 

487 000 

5.0 

133 

8.5 

4/2.2TD 

125 

400 

A/7 

2.0T Premium 

430 000 

7.0 

162 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

2.0T Sport 

477 000 

7.0 

162 

7.2 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

A/7 

S Hybrid 

585 000 

6.8 

159 

5.1 

V6/3.5e 

261e 536e 

D/7 


S Hybrid AWD 


611000 7.2 169 5.4 V6/3.5e 261e 536e D/7 


IQX50 



1 VERDICT 1 

Swooplly styled crossover, loaded with kit | 


QX50 

3.0d 


PRICE 

^a6M9- 


-^37-824 8.5 224 7.9 V6/3._0T_D_17^50_A/^ 


3.0d GT Premium 


679 230 8.5 224 8.42V6/3.0TD 175 550 A/7 


629 070 12.2 288 6.4 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


3.7 GT Premium 


670 476 12.2 288 6.4 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


Q60 

coupe 3.7 GT 


coupe 3.7 S 


641270 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


coupe 3.7 S Premium 


674 569 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


cabrio 3.7 GT Premium 


701687 11.4 268 6.4 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


VERDICT I ‘Interestingly’ styled, superbly built 5 Series rival 


Q70 

3.7 GT 


3.7 GT Premium 


708 205 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


^ - 4 ? 

PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

294 900 8.4 163 9.7 4/1.6 103 167 M/6 


3.7 S Premium 


732 426 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


10X70 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

426 900 10.2 241 13.11 4/2.4 126 224 M/5 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

439 900 7.9 188 9.0 4/2.4 148 250 A/6 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

8.0 187 9.8 4/2.2TD 145 436 A/6 


t 




L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

8.5 224 7.9 V6Z3._0TD_17.5_550_A/7_ 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

618 687 11.4 268 5.9 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

651154 10.2 235 6.2 V6/3.7 235 360 A/7 


VERDICT I Hollywood SUV is a great X5 rival 


QX70 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.7 GT 

679 130 

12.3 

291 

6.8 

V6/3.7 235 

360 

A/7 

3.7 GT Premium 

735 700 

12.3 

291 


V6/3.7 235 

_3^ 

A/7 

3.7 S 

721 130 

12.3 291 


V6/3,7 235 

360 

A/7 

3.7 S Premium 

764 130 

12.3 291 


V6/3.7 235 

360 

A/7 

3.7 S Black 

777 630 

12.3 

291 

6.8 

V6/3.7 235 

360 

A/7 

3.0d GT 

701 200 

__9j0_ 

_238_ 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 


A/7 

3.0d GT Premium 

757 770 

9.0 

238 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 



3.0dS 

743 200 

9.0 

238 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 

_5^ 


3.0d S Premium 

786 200 

9.0 

238 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

All 

3.0d S Black 

799 700 

__9j0_ 

238 

8.3 V6/3.0TD 175 


A/7 

5.0 S Premium 

_87713Q_ 

_i.a.i_ 

312 6.02 V8/5.0 287 

500 

A/7 



ISUZU 

KB ■ 






VERDICT 1 Capable and well priced. 



■ 


KB 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

250 

212 500 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 58 

170 

M/5 

250 Fleetside 

235 500 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 58 

170 

M/5 

250D-Teq Fleetside 

257 700 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 85 

280 

M/5 

250D-Teq LE 

297 000 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 85 

280 

M/5 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

349 100 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 85 

280 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

342 200 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

396 900 

7.9 

209 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 

Extended Cab 

250D-Teq LE 

319 800 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 85 

280 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

385 800 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX auto 

399 100 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

442 500 

7.9 

209 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 

double cab 

250D-Teq LE 

395 500 

7.7 

203 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 85 

280 

M/5 

250D-Teq 4x4 LE 

418 100 

7.9 

208 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 85 

280 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX 

439 100 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX auto 

453 400 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq LX Midnite Edition 

457 173 

7.8 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq LX Midnite Edition auto471 373 

7.7 

204 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

A/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX 

498 100 

7.9 

209 13.08 4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 

300D-Teq 4x4 LX Midnite Edition516 073 

7.9 

209 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 130 

380 

M/5 




JAGUAR 


VERDICT I Top notch, shakes off retro baggage 




XF 

2. 2D Luxury 

PRICE 

598 799 

L/lOO 

5.1 

C02 0-100 P/T 

158 8.5 4/2.2TD 

KW 

147 

NM 

450 

GEAR 

A/8 

2. 2D Premium Luxury 

669 999 

5.1 

158 

8.5 4/2.2TD 

147 

450 

A/8 

2.0 i4 Luxury 

618 026 

8.9 

207 

7.9 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/8 

2.0 i4 Premium Luxury 

688 126 

8.9 

207 

7.9 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/8 

3.0 Supercharged R-Sport 

782 970 

9.4 

224 

5.9 V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

3.0 Supercharged Premium Luxury857 17C 

) 9.4 

224 

5.9 V6/3.0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

3.0D S Premium Luxury 

864 227 

6.0 

169 

6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 

600 

A/8 

XFR 

1 270 990 

11.6 

270 

4.9 V8/5.0S 

375 

_62^ 

A/8 

XFR-S 

1 400 990 

11.6 270 

4.6 V8/5.0S 405 

680 

A/8 


1 F-TYPE 






a 


1 VERDICT 1 Jag’s first real sports car in decades is the real deal 

^1^ 




F-TYPE 

coupe 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

889196 10.0 234 5.3 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 


^04696_^a0_^3^^;3_^6/3j0S_250_^50_^^ 


1028 696 10.0 234 4.9 V6/3.0S 280 460 A/8 


3.0d GT 

672 539 

7.5 

199 

6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

A/7 

V8 S convertible 

1 483 111 

11.9 278 4.31 V8/5.0S 364 625 A/8 

3.0d GT Premium 

729 590 



6.._aV6/_a._0TD 175 



R coupe 

1 612 411 

11.9 278 4.2 V8/5.0S 405 680 A/8 

3.0dS 

69_6 75_9_ 

7.^ 

199 

6.,_9 V6i3.._0TD 175 

550 

All 




3.0d S Premium 

753 810 

7.5 

199 

6.9 V6/3.0TD 175 

550 

All 
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BUYERS GUIDE 

GBU 


XJ 


VERDICT I Smiles all round, no chauffeur required 


VIGUS 


ISPORTAGE 




VERDICT I Takes Sport Utility into the new age 



PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

VIGUS 


L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

S PORTAGE 


L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

14 Luxury 

913 350 

9.3 

216 

7.5 4/2.0T 177 

340 

A/8 

double cab 









2.0 Ignite 

335 995 

8.7 

207 

10.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

3.0 Supercharged Premium Luxuryl 246 3709.6 

224 

5.9 V6/3.0S 250 

450 

A/8 

2.4 LX 

229 990 


2^ 


4/2^ 

_9^ 

_20^ 

_M/^_ 

2.0 

362 995 

8.7 

_207_ 


_J/2jO_ 


_192_ 

_M/^ 

3.0D Premium Luxury 

1 259 133 

6.5 

171 

6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 

600 

A/8 

2.4 SLX 

259 990 

10.2 

242 

n/a 

4/2.4 

95 

201 

M/5 

2.0 auto 

374 995 

— 8-J- 

213 


4/2.0 

JiL 

192 

A/6 

XJR 

2 041 290 

_ll.-6_ 

270 

4.6 V8/5.0S JL0_5__68D_ 

A/8 

2.4 4x4 LX 

295 990 

10.7 

254 

n/a 

4/2.4 

95 

201 

M/5 

2.0 AWD 

3J7 9^5 


207 


4/2.0 

-116- 

192 

M/6 

XJ L 







2.4TDCi LX 

259_990 

-_a..o_ 

213 

n/a 4/2.4TD 

_8g_ 

290 

M/5 

2.0 AWD auto 

409 995 

8.9 

213 

11.7 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

3.0D Portfoiio 

1 517 033 


_1^ 

6.4 V6/3.0TD 202 

,600_ 


2.4TDCi SLX 

-2-8-9-MQ_ 

— 

213 

_n/a_^/2.4TD_ 

_8g_ 

-2-9iL 

M/5 

2.0CRDi 

392 995 

6.7 

175 

9.4 

4/2.0TD 

130 

382 

M/6 


3.0 Supercharged Portfolio 1536170 9.6 224 5.9 V6/3.0S 250 450 A/8 

5.0 Supercharged Supersport 2188 590 11.6 270 4.9 V8/5.0S 375 625 A/8 


2.4TDCi 4WD LX 


325 990 8.2 218 n/a 4/2.4TD 88 290 M/5 


2.4TDCi 4WD SLX 


355 990 8.2 218 n/a 4/2.4TD 88 290 M/5 


JEEP 


VERDICT I The Koreans do compact FWD SUVs better 


KIA 

PICANTO 


VERDICT 1 A brilliant small car 


COMPASS 

2.0L Limited 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

377 990 7.6 175 10.6 4/2.0 115 190 M/5 


PICANTO 

1.0 LX 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

136 995 4.9 117 14.3 3/1 51 94 M/5 


2.0L Limited auto 


390 990 8.2 190 n/a 4/2.0 115 190 C/V 


148 995 5.6 132 n/a 3/1 51 94 A/4 


146 995 5.0 119 11.67 4/1.2 65 120 M/5 


VERDICT I Jeep Lite for the boys 




PATRIOT 

PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

IRIO 

] 

2.4L Limited 

376 990 8.5 196 10.7 4/2.4 125 220 M/5 

1 VERDICT 1 New bumpers, old engines for popular hatch 

1 


2.4L Limited auto 


9.0 208 n/a 4/2.4 125 220 


VERDICT I Still a Wrangler, but now with fewer bad bits 


WRANGLER 

Wrangler 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3.6L Sahara 

484 990 

11.0 256 

8.1 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

A/5 

3.6L Rubicon 

_5Q292Q_ 

11.4 266 

8.1 

_vm6_ 

209 

.ML 

urn 

Wrangler Unlimited 

3.6L Sahara 

529 990 

11.7 273 

8.9 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

A/5 

3.6L Altitude 

542 990 

11.7 273 

8.9 

V6/3.6 

209 

347 

A/5 

3.6L Rubicon 

554 9JiI_ 

11..9_27_6 

8.9 

V6i3._6_ 

209 

347 

A/5 

3.6L Rubicon X 



_11J_27_6_ 

8^ 

V6^ 

2m 

2^ 

A^ 


2.8CRD Sahara 


8.3 217 10.7 4/2.8TD 147 460 A/5 


CHEROKEE ] 


1 VERDICT 1 Sophisticated, refined and boldly packaged 


CHEROKEE 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

2.4L Longitude 

500 990 

8.3 

193 11.43 

4/2.4 

130 229 A/9 

3.2L Limited 

536 990 

9.5 

221 8.1 

V6/3.2 

200 315 A/9 

3.2L 4x4 Limited 

592 990 

10.0 

232 8.1 

V6/3.2 

200 315 A/9 

3.2L 4x4 Traiihawk 

654 990 

10.0 

232 8.4 

V6/3.2 

200 315 A/9 


[GRAND CHEROKEE 



1 



1 VERDICT 1 Closes the chasm to European rivals 

^ V>^ 

GRANDCHEROKEE 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

3.6L Limited 

724 990 

10.4 

244 8.3 

V6/3.6 

210 347 A/8 

3.6L Overland 

799 990 

10.4 

244 8.3 

V6/3.6 

210 347 A/8 


3.0CRD Limited 


829 990 7.5 198 8.2 V6/3.0TD 179 569 A/8 


3.0CRD Overland 


899 990 7.5 198 8.2 V6/3.0TD 179 569 A/8 


5.7L Overland 


835 990 13.0 304 7.3 V8/5.7 259 520 A/8 


1099 990 14.0 327 5.0 V8/6.4 344 624 A/8 


1 JMC 1 

BOARDING 


1 VERDICT 1 Yet another weirdly-named Chinese Isuzu KB clone 


BOARDING 

2.8TD 


184 880 8.0 208 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


2.8TD 4x4 Lux 


210 880 8.0 208 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


2.8TD double cab Lux 


207 880 8.7 225 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


2.8TD double cab 4x4 Lux 234 880 8.7 225 n/a 4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


RIO 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.2 

176 995 

5.4 

129 

13.1 

4/1.2 

65 

120 

M/5 

1.4 

199 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

M/6 

1.4 auto 

211 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

1.4 Tec 

212 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

M/6 

1.4 Tec auto 

224 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

sedan 

1.2 

176 995 

5.4 

129 

13.1 

4/1.2 

65 

120 

M/5 

1.4 

199 995 

6.4 

151 

11.5 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

M/6 

1.4 auto 

211 995 

7.0 

165 

13.2 

4/1.4 

79 

135 

A/4 

1.4 Tec 

212_3B3 

6.4 

151 

1L5_ 

4/.l,4 

79 

13^ 

M/6 

1.4 Tec auto 

-22A3m_ 

7.0 





AM 


I SOUL 


VERDICT I Second-gen now an even funkier urban statement 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-17-0-8-80 aj)_20_8_ni.a_4/2.8TD 84 235 M/5 


SOUL 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6 Start 

244_995_ 

7.9 

188 10.9 

-4/-l.-6_ 



M/6 

1.6 Start auto 


7.5 

178 12.5 

-4/1..6_ 

-9-1- 


A/6 

2.0 Street 

279 995 

7.5 

178 10.4 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

M/6 

2.0 Smart auto 

320 995 

7.9 

187 10.2 

4/2.0 

116 

192 

A/6 

1.6D Street 

304 995 


137 10.8 4/1.6TD 

.^1. 

260 

_M/^_ 

1.6D Smart auto 

345 995 

6.2 

164 12.2 4/1. 6TD 

94 

260 

A/6 




VERDICT 1 Serious in-house competition for Elantra 


C ERATO 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 








1.6 EX 


6.5 

154 10.1 

4/1.6 


-157_ 

M/6 

1.6 EX auto 


_6.M 

160 11.6 

4/1.6 


-15L 

A/6 

2.0 EX 

285 995 

6.9 

164 8.5 

4/2 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

297 995 

_^j2_ 

170 9.3 

4/2 


_19^ 


2.0 SX 

315 995 

6.9 

164 8.5 

4/2 


_19^ 

_M/^_ 

2.0 SX auto 

327 995 

7.2 

170 9.3 

4/2 

118 

194 

A/6 

sedan 

1.6 EX 

253 995 


154 10.1 

Jll^ 

_9^ 

_1^ 


1.6 EX auto 

265 995 

6.8 

160 11.6 


_9^ 


A/6 

2.0 EX 

285 995 

6.9 

164 8.5 

4/2 

118 

194 

M/6 

2.0 EX auto 

297 995 

7.2 

170 9.3 

4/2 

118 

194 

A/6 

2.0 SX 


6.9 

164 8.5 

4/2 


194 

M/6 

2.0 SX auto 

327 995 


170 9.3 

4/2 

ns 

194 

A/6 

Koup 

1.6T 

341 995 


170 7.7 

4/L6^ 

_1^ 

_2^ 

_M/^ 

1.6T auto 

-3-53-9-95- 

7B 

187 7.4 

4/1.6T 


265 

A/6 


7.3 192 9.6 4/2.0TD 130 392 A/6 


2.0CRDi AWD 


427 995 6.7 175 9.8 4/2.0TD 130 382 M/6 


2.0CRDi AWD auto 


439 995 7.3 192 9.8 4/2.0TD 130 392 A/6 


2.0CRDi AWD Explore 

[SORENTO 


VERDICT I One of the best soft-roaders around 


481995 7.3 192 9.8 4/2.0TD 130 392 A/6 


SORENTO 

2.2CRDi 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

452 995 7.2 189 9.7 4/2.2TD 147 436 A/6 


2.2CRDi4WD 


548 995 7.4 194 10.0 4/2.2TD 147 436 A/6 


2.2CRDi4WD Adventure 578 995 7.4 194 10.0 4/2.2TD 147 436 


1 LAMBORGHINI 

HURACAN - - ,1 1 .■.■I 


1 VERDICT 1 Blows the aging Gallardo into the history books 


HURACAN 

LP610-4 coupe 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4 750 000 12.5 290 3.2 VlO/5.2 449 560 D/7 


I AVENTADOR 


AVENTADOR I Less scare, more dramatic flair 


AVENTADOR PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

LP700-4 coupe 7 150 000 16.0 370 2.9 V12/6.5 515 690 S/7 

LP700-4 Roadster 7 500 000 16.0 370 3.0 V12/6.5 515 690 S/7 


1 LAND ROVER 

DEFENDER 


VERDICT 1 Best 4x4xfar, or the worst. It depends who you ask 


DEFENDER 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

90 TD station wagon S 

520 800 

10.0 

266 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

no TD pick-up E 

485 600 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

no TD high-capacity pick-up E 501 200 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

no TD hardtop E 

505 200 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

no TD station wagon S 

558 700 

11.1 

295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

90 

360 

M/6 

no TD double cab S 

_^77800_ 


295 

15.8 4/2.2TD 

_90_ 

,3^ 


130 TD crew cab E 

586 400 

11.1 

295 17.0 4/2.2TD 

_2Q_ 

360 

M/6 


1 DISCOVERY SPORT | 


VERDICT 1 Brilliant, new-era baby Disco rewrites the rules 


DISCOVERY SPORT 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

TD4S 

TBA 

6.0 

159 

10.3 4/2.2TD 

no 

400 

A/9 

SD4S 



161 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SD4 SE 

TBA 

6.1 


8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SD4 HSE 

TBA 

6.1 


8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SD4 HSE Luxury 

TBA 

6.1 

161 

8.9 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

SMS 


8.0 

_^9^ 

8.2 4/2.0T 

liZLi 

_3^ 


Si4SE 

_TBA_^ 

8.0 


8.2 4/2.0T 



_A/^ 

Si4 HSE 

_TBA__ 

8.0 

_^9^ 

8.2 4/2.0T 

liZZ. 

_3^ 


Si4 HSE Luxury 

TBA 

8.0 

191 

8.2 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 


1 RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 

li 

■ 


VERDICT 1 Notjust fancy fashion, but capable and fun too 


• 

w 

RANGE ROVER EVOQUE 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

SD4 Pure 

_645^2^ 

6.3 

_1^ 

8.5 4/2.2TD 


_420_ 

A/9 

Si4 Pure 

652 990 

8.3 

193 

7.6 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

SD4 Dynamic 

749 322 

6.3 

167 

8.5 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4 Dynamic 

756 890 

8.3 

193 

7.6 4/2.0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

SD4 Autobiography 

797 722 

6.3 

167 

8.5 4/2.2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 


□13 


□Ls 


□ 1*7 


< 





> 
























134 


BUYERS GUIDE 

GBU 


Si4 Autobiography 

805 090 

8,3 

193 

7,6 4/2,0T 

177 

340 

A/9 

coupe 

SD4 Dynamic 

762 112 

6,2 

163 

8,5 4/2,2TD 

140 

420 

A/9 

Si4 Dynamic 

769 690 

8,3 

193 

7,6 4/2,0T 

177 

340 

A/9 


1 DISCOVERY 4 




1 VERDICT 1 All the tools you need to go discover 



m 

DISCOVERY 4 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

TDV6 XS 

711 586 

8,8 

230 

10,4V6/3,0TD 155 

520 

A/8 

SDV6S 

842 986 

8 8 

230 

9,3 V6/3,0TD 

,188_ 

_600_ 


SCV6 SE 

895 329 

_12,2_28_5_ 

_8„1_V6/8J_S_ 

250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 SE 

89.S8^_6_ 

_a,8_ 

230 

_9^3_V613J)_TD^88_ 

600 

A/8 

SCV6 HSE 

1 001 929 

12,2 

285 

8,1 V6/3,0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1 002 586 

8,8 

230 

9,3 V6/3,0TD 188 

600 

A/8 


1 RANGE ROVER SPORT 


1 VERDICT 1 Sharper, lighter faster. Sport means business 

RANGE ROVER SPORT 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

SCV6S 

916 774 

11,3 

264 

7,2 V6/3,0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

SCV6 SE 

1 010 974 

11,3 

264 

7,2 V6/3,0S 

250 

450 

A/8 

SCV6 HSE 

1 192 474 

_113_ 

_2^ 

7,2 V6/3,0S 

250 

_4^ 

A/8 

TDV6S 

939 331 


209 

7,2 V6/3,0TD 183 

600 

A/8 

SDV6 SE 

1 091 131 


209 

7,2 V6/3,0TD 215 

600 

A/8 

SDV6 HSE 

1 299 331 

7,9 

209 

7,2 V6/3,0TD 215 

600 

A/8 

SDV8 HSE Dynamic 

1 424 283 

8,7 

229 

6,9 V8/4,4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography Dynamic 1 556 083 

8,7 

229 

6,9 V8/4,4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged HSE Dynamic 

1 415 223 

13,8 

321 

5,37 V8/5,0S 

375 

625 

A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography Dynamic 1 549 023 

13,8 

321 

5,3 V8/5,0S 

375 

625 

A/8 

SVR 

1 795 125 

13,8 

322 

4,7 V8/5,0S 

405 

680 

A/8 




RANGE ROVER 


RANGE ROVER 

Range Rover 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

TDV6 Vogue 

1 479 378 

8,6 

227 

7,9 V6/3,0TD 190 

600 

A/8 

SDV8 Vogue SE 

1 765 883 

8,7 

229 

6,9 V8/4,4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Vogue SE 

1 820 125 

13,8 

322 

5,4 V8/5,0S 375 

625 

A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography 

2 006 383 

8,7 

229 

6,9 V8/4,4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography 

2 060 525 

13,8 

322 

5,4 V8/5,0S 375 

625 

A/8 

Range Rover L 

SDV8 Autobiography 

2 090 083 

8,7 

229 

7,0 V8/4,4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography 

2 144 225 

13,8 

322 

5,8 V8/5,0S 375 

625 

A/8 

SDV8 Autobiography Black 

2 744 283 

8,7 

229 

7,0 V8/4,4TD 250 

740 

A/8 

Supercharged Autobiography Black2 798 62513,8322 

5,8 V8/5,0S 375 

625 

A/8 



1 LEXUS 1 




1 VERDICT 1 Posh Prius is a decent sports hatch... for a hybrid 

CT PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

200hE 428 400 4.1 95 10.3 4/1.8e 

KW NM GEAR 

100el42+e C/V 



IlSi 1 

1 VERDICT 1 New-age Camry with all the trimmings 


ES PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

250 EX 471 800 8.0 188 10.05 4/2.5 

KW NM GEAR 

135 235 A/6 

300hEX 557 300 5.5 130 8.5 4/2.5e 151e213+e C/V 



er, edgier and closer to the benchmark 


IS PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

350 E 507 400 9.7 225 5.9 V6/3.5 

KW NM GEAR 

228 375 A/8 

350 EX 558100 9.7 225 5.9 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 

350F-Sport 615 000 9.7 225 6.65 V6/3.5 228 375 A/8 


IGS 


. 

VERDICT 1 New b 

reed of sportier Lexus retains old qualities 


GS PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

350 EX 641600 10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 

KW NM GEAR 

233 378 A/8 


350 F-Sport 

450h SE 


10.0 232 6.0 V6/3.5 233 378 A/8 
6.3 147 5.9 V6/3.5e 254e352+eC/V 


-3-14^ Ll-_180_nZa_4i2.2TD_103_3_30_M/_6_ 


2.2CRDe W8 AWD 


332 995 Z.l^aQ_QZa_4i2.2TD 103 330 M/6 


VERDICT I Jostles for top honours in a talented market 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

723 300 10.6 250 8.0 V6/3.5 204 346 A/6 


-9-18-8QQ 6,3 148 7,8 V6/3_^e_22JIe_317±e_CLV_ 


VERDICT I Queen Mary II, eat your heart out , - 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1330 900 14,8 350 7,5 V8/5,7 270 530 A/6 


LS 


VERDICT I Credible alternative to the Germans ; 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1403 800 10,7 249 5,7 V8/4,6 285 493 A/8 


MAHINDRA 1 

BOLERO 


VERDICT 1 For those who have a passion for Indian motoring 1 


BOLERO 

2,5TD Loader 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

142 995 9,5 251 n/a 4/2,5T D 74 238 




-15.7-9,9.5 9_,_5_251_0Za_JH2,5TD 74 238 M/5 


-laams 9„3_2aLn/a_472,5TD 74 238 M/5 


GENIO 


VERDICT I It’s a Xylo bakkie. What more can we say? 


GENIO 

2,2CRDe 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

177 995 7,9 210 n/a 4/ 2,2TD 89 290 M/5 


2,2CRDe double cab 


7-9_210_n/a_472,.2TP_89_29_0_MZ5__ 


I QUANTO 


VERDICT I Tell me quanto, quanto, quantoooooo... 


QUANTO 

2,2CRDe 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

214 995 7,6 200 n/a 4/2,2TD 89 290 M/5 


VERDICT I Mahindra resurrects the Toyota Condor 


XYLO 

2,2CRDe E2 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

219 995 7,6 200 n/a 4/2,2TD 89 290 M/5 


244 995 7,6 200 n/a 4/2,2TD 89 290 M/5 


SCORPIO 


VERDICT I Priced to please, styled not to 


SCORPIO 

Pik-Up 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.5TCI Loader 

164 995 

9.9 

260 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

74 

258 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 

193 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

226 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 

244 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

277 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

Pik-Up double cab 

2.2CRDe 

246 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe Adventure 

279 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe4x4 

274 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 Adventure 

304 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

SUV 

2.2CRDe VLX 

249 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe VLX Adventure 

275 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe4x4VLX 

289 995 

8.8 

233 

n/a 

4/2. 2TD 

89 

290 

M/5 

2.2CRDe 4x4 VLX Adventure 

^-1-5-935- 

8^ 


_nya_4i2^2TD_ 

89 

290 

MIS 


XUV500 


VERDICT I The first truly worthwhile Mahindra 




XUV500 

2,2CRDeW4 


PRICE 

249 995 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 
_^j^^80_n/^^/2j2TD_J£3_^30_M/^ 


-2M_99^ 7,1 180 n/a 4/2,2TD 103 330 M/6 


MASERATI 



VERDICT 1 Excellent 5 Series rival from Italy 


GHIBLI 

Diesel 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 281 000 5,9 158 6,3 V6/3,0TD 202 600 A/8 


1335 000 9,6 223 5,6 V6/3,0T 243 500 A/8 


1574 000 10,4 242 5,0 V6/3,0T 301 550 A/8 


IQUATTROPORTE 


VERDICT I As good as any of its German adversaries 


QUATTROPORTE 

Diesel 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 593 000 6,2 163 6,4 V6/3,0TD 202 600 A/8 


1977 000 7,1 179 5,1 V6/3,0T 301 550 A/8 


2 244 000 11,8 274 4,7 V8/3,8T 390 710 A/8 


GRANTURISMO / GRANCABRIO 


VERDICT I Future Italian classic 


GRANTURISMO/GRANCABRIO PRICE 
GranTurismo 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


1959 000 14,3 330 5,2 V8/4,2 302 460 A/6 


2170 000 14,3 331 4,8 V8/4,7 338 520 


Sport Cambiocorsa 

MC Stradale 


2 267 000 15,5 360 4,7 V8/4,7 338 520 S/6 

2 600 000 14,4 337 4,5 V8/4,7 338 520 S/6 


2 344 000 14,5 337 5,2 V8/4,7 331 510 


2 487 000 14,5 337 5,0 V8/4,7 338 520 S/6 


2 696 000 14,5 337 4,9 V8/4,7 338 520 S/6 


MAXUS 

V80 


VERDICT 1 A Chinese Vlano 

1 


V80 

2,5TD Comfort 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

339 900 7,4 230 n/a 4/2,5TD 100 330 M/5 


2,5TD Deluxe 




MAZDA 


VERDICT I Dynamics, cabin quality and verve make it a winner 


MAZDA3 

hatch 

1,6 Original 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


6,2 147 n/a 4/1,6 77 144 M/5 


1,6 Active 


242 900 6,2 147 n/a 4/1,6 77 144 M/5 


253 100 6,2 147 n/a 4/1,6 77 144 M/5 


256 400 6,9 164 n/a 4/1,6 77 144 A/4 


293 600 6,2 146 8,8 4/2,0 121 210 M/6 


2,0 Individual auto 


^99_600_^;9_^0_n/^^/2j0_^2^^10_ 


^2-6-^Q 5,9 140 10,3 4/2,0 121 210 A/6 


1,6 Original 


6,0 142 n/a 4/1,6 77 144 M/5 


6,0 142 n/a 4/1,6 77 144 IVI/5 


253 100 6,0 142 13,21 4/1,6 77 144 IVI/5 


256 400 6,7 159 n/a 4/1,6 77 144 A/4 


293 600 6,1 145 8,9 4/2,0 121 210 IVI/6 


2,0 Individual auto 




-a2^-3i)Q 5,8_18.9_1Q,4_4/2,0 121 210 A/6 


BT-50 


VERDICT I Massively improved in every area bar the looks 


BT-50 

2,2 SLX 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


Freestyle Cab 

2,2 SLX 


7,7 202 n/a 4/2,2TD 110 375 M/6 


As 


As 


A*7 


< 





> 


























135 


3.2 SLE 

3.2 SLE auto 

361 900 

9.1 

239 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

147 

470 

470 

-M3— 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

401 900 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

double cab 

2.2 SLE 

369 900 

7.7 

202 

n/a 

4/2.2TD 

110 

375 

M/6 

3.2 SLE 

401 900 

9.3 

245 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 SLE auto 

411 900 

9.1 

239 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

A/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE 

453 900 

9.8 

258 

n/a 

5/3.2TD 

147 

470 

M/6 

3.2 4x4 SLE auto 

^J_5mQ_ 

_a.7L 

255 

_nia_5/3_2TD_ 

147 

470 

A/6 



VERDICT I Sexier, pricier A-Class with a boot 


CLA 

CLA200 


5.5 130 8.5 4/1.6T 115 250 D/7 


465 600 4.5 117 8.2 4/2.1TD 125 350 D/7 


CLA250 Sport 4Matic 
CLA45 AMG 4Matic 


565 588 6.6 154 6.6 4/2.0T 155 350 D/7 

741617 Z.l_153_JLm_4i2.0JL263_4_50_DJ^ 


MAZDA5 


VERDICT I Manic grin, creased doors hide excellent family car 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


VERDICT I High-riding A-Class for the mink and manure set 


GLA 

GLA200 


2.0 Original 

268 900 

8.2 

194 

10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

GLA200 auto 

458 747 

5.9 

138 

8.8 4/1.6T 

115 

250 

D/7 

2.0 Active auto 

?R3 5nn 


198 


4/2.0 

_L0-6_ 

180 

A/5 

GLA200CDI 

465 000 

4.5 

119 

10.0 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

M/6 

2.0 Individual 

?P4?no 


198 10.8 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

M/6 

GLA200CDI auto 

483 000 

4.5 

119 

9.9 4/2.1TD 

100 

300 

D/7 

2.0 Individual auto 

308 500 

8.3 

198 

13.1 

4/2.0 

106 

180 

A/5 

GLA220CDI 4Matic 

538 631 

5.1 

132 

8.76 4/2.1TD 

125 

350 

D/7 










GLA250 4Matic 

614 288 


154 

71 4/2 OT 




CX-5 B 




— 


]i 

1^^ 

GLA45 AMG4Matic 

790 843 

7.5 

175 

4.8 4/2.0T 

265 

450 

D/7 


VERDICT I As good as any in the class. Shortlist 


CX-5 

2.0 Active 


PRICE L/loo C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR C-CLASS SEDAN/ESTATE 


-3-16-6-0-Q £._4_149_^.a_4/2J_114_20_0_MZ6_ 


VERDICT I Like the brilliant new S-Class, just smaller 


2.0 Active auto 

2.0 Dynamic 

326 600 

6.4 

149 

9.3 4/2.0 

_114_^00_^/6_ 

114 200 M/6 

C-CLASS 

sedan 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.2DE Active 

375 400 



10.0 4/2.2TD 

no 380 A/6 

C180 

437 418 



SLZ- 

4/1.6T 

-115_ 

250 

M/6 

2.5 Individual 

398 600 

6.9 


n/a 4/2.5 

138 250 A/6 

C180 auto 

456 739 

_5J_ 

135 


4/1. 6T 

115 

250 

A/7 

2.2DE AWD Akera 

456 100 



9.77 4/2.2TD 

129 420 A/6 

C200 

459 731 

5.7 

132 

7.5 

4/2.0T 

135 

300 

M/6 







C200 auto 

478 129 

5.6 

131 

7.85 

4/2. OT 

135 

300 

All 

1 MAZDA6 

1 





C220 Bluetec 

482 000 


J£9_ 

_8j^ 

_4£1^ 


_400_ 

_M/^_ 

1 VERDICT 1 Refined, quiet and stylish new flagship 



C220 Bluetec auto 

500 500 

4.5 

117 

7.8 

4/2.1TD 

125 

400 

All 


MAZDA6 

2.0 Active 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

342 000 6.1 142 n/a 4/2.0 114 200 M/6 


529 749 5.9 139 6.6 4/2.0T 155 350 A/7 


C250 BlueTec 


2.0 Active auto 


358 000 6.0 138 n/a 4/2.0 114 200 A/6 


^53^00_^;5__ll^_6j6_J/21TD_^50_^00_^^ 


373 000 6.6 153 9.1 4/2.5 138 250 A/6 


471231 5.6 132 8.4 4/1.6T 115 250 M/6 


399 500 6.6 153 9.1 4/2.5 138 250 A/6 


490 039 5.8 135 8.7 4/1.6T 115 250 A/7 


2.2DE Dynamic 
2.2DE Atenza 


404 000 5.3 139 8.4 4/2.2TD 129 420 A/6 

-4-30-3J_Q 5,.3_139_8.ZL^/2..2TD_129_^20_A76_ 


^93.339_^;8_J35_^j^^/2j0^^35_^00_M^ 


^2.352 6.0 140 7.5 4/2.0T_13.5_3_0_Q_A77_ 


C250 BlueTec 


-5-86-^-Q 4.8 124 6.9 4/2.1TD_15_0__500_AL7_ 


MCLAREN 


VERDICT I A prettier, punchier, more engaging 12C ; 


Mercedes-AMG 


1012 087 8.2 192 4.1 V8/4.0T 350 650 S/7 


1224 087 8.2 192 4.1 V8/4.0T 350 650 S/7 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


1171495 8.4 195 4.0 V8/4.0T 375 700 S/7 


1346 495 8.4 195 4.0 V8/4.0T 375 700 S/7 


Spider 


11.7 275 3.0 V8/3.8T 478 678 S/7 


MERCEDES-BENZ 

A-CLASS ■ 


VERDICT 1 Reinvented hatch’s appeal let down by harsh ride 1 


C-CLASS COUPE 

it', ‘ j ’ i 

1 VERDICT 1 Overshadowed by r 

lew sedan but still a class act 


C-CLASS 

C180 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.4 149 8.5 4/1.6T 


A-CLASS 

A200 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-37-&M2 5.8 136 8.4 4/lAT_11^25Q_M76_ 


487 170 6.3 147 8.5 4/1.6T 115 250 A/7 


BUYERS GUIDE 

GBU 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

408 429 5.7 131 8.6 4/1.6T 115 250 M/6 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

440 849 5.9 139 8.9 4/1.6T 115 250 M/6 



SLK 






VERDICT 1 SLK values, now with added visual muscle 


SLK 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW NM 

GEAR 

SLK200 

64.9_599 


158 

7.3 4/1.8T 133 270 

M/6 

SLK200 auto 

667 381 

6.5 

151 

7.0 4/1.8T 135 270 

A/7 

SLK250 

712 086 


^1^ 

6.6 4/1. 8T 150 310 


SLK350 

856 022 

7.1 


5.6 V6/3.5 225 370 

A/7 

SLK55AMG 

1 113 595 

— 8A_ 

195 

4.6 V8/5.5 310 540 

A/7 


1 E-CLASS SEDAN/ESTATE 



1 






VERDICI 1 Dramatic overhaul raises bar, restores appeal 

E-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW NM 

GEAR 

sedan 






E200 

635 778 

— 5.a_ 

JL.5Q_ 

7.9 4/2.0T 135 300 

A/7 

E250 

673 278 

5.8 

150 

7.4 4/2.0T 155 350 

A/7 

E250CDI 

681 642 


_13^ 

7.5 4/2.1TD 150 500 

^Aj^_ 

E300 BlueTec Hybrid 

835 000 

4.2 

119 

7.5 4/2.1TDe 170e 590e 

All 

E350 BlueTec 

841 096 

6.0 

157 

6.6 V6/3.0TD 185 620 

A/7 

E400 

867 469 


_18^ 

5.3 V6/3.0T 245 480 

_A/_^ 

E500 

1 095 031 

— a.9_ 

209 

4.9 V8/4.7T 300 600 

All 

E63 AMG 

1 502 986 

9.8 

230 

4.2 V8/5.5T 410 720 

S/7 

E63AMGS 

1 644 591 

_a..a_ 

232 

4.1 V8/5.5T 430 800 

-SZ7_ 

estate 

E250 estate 

732 494 

6.3 

156 

7.8 4/2.0T 155 350 

A/7 


E-CLASS COUPE/CABRIOLET 


VERDICT I Mixes sexier suits, prestige, power and efficiency 




E-CLASS 

coupe 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

E250 

663 557 

6.1 

142 

7.1 

4/2.0T 

155 

350 

All 

E250CDI 

684 123 

4-? 

129 

7? 

4/2.1TD 

150 

600 

All 

E400 

885 348 

7.6 

177 

5.2 

V6/3.0T 

245 

480 

All 

E500 

1 074 431 

8.9 

209 

4.8 

V8/4.7T 

300 

600 

A/7 

cabriolet 

E250 

749 278 

^3 

1^0 

7.^ 

4/2.0T 

1^^ 


All 

E400 

980 869 

7.9 

185 

5.3 

V6/3.0T 

245 

480 

A/7 

E500 

1 144 142 

9.1 

213 

4.9 

V8/4.7T 

300 

600 

A/7 


ML 


VERDICT I Big on refinement, light on fuel, heavy price tag 




ML250 BlueTec 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

826 930 6.5 170 9.0 4/2.1TD 150 500 A/7 


ML350 BlueTec 


940 792 7.4 194 7.4 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 




1165 647 12.3 292 5.6 V8/4.7T 300 600 A/7 


1694 206 11.8 276 4.8 V8/5.5T 386 700 A/7 



L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


-3-9-4-334 5J_ia3_8.3_AJ13J_11^25IL_DJJ_ 


-4Q-4-4-Qi3 4.5 116 9.3 4/21ID_iaQ_3QQ_^7^ 


A200CDI auto 


422 400 4.1 108 9.2 4/2.1TD 100 300 D/7 


4.4 115 8.2 4/2.1TD 125 350 D/7 


481273 6.4 148 6.95 4/2.0T 155 350 D/7 


C250 

573 012 

7.0 

163 

7.2 

4/1. 8T 

150 

310 

A/7 

CLS350 BlueTec 895 257 

-£A_ 

142 

6.5 V6/3.0TD 190 370 

A/9 

C250CDI 

573 849 




_£2jnD_^ 

_1^ 

_^00^ 


CLS400 

893 130 

7.3 

170 

5.3 

V6/3.0T 

245 480 

A/7 

C350 

682 214 

_^j0_ 

_1^ 

6.0 

J^6/3^ 


_3^ 


CLS500 

1 128 105 

_8^ 


idiL 


300 600 

_A/^ 

C63AMG 

1 069 716 

12.0 

280 

4.4 

V8/6.2 

336 

600 

S/7 

CLS63AMGS 1612 620 


_2^ 

3.6 

V8I5^ 

430 800 


C63 AMG Edition 507 


12° 



V8/6 2 















J80_ 

idiL 


_3^ 

_610_ 

.S^ 








1 VIANO 







1 VERDICT 

1 Classy, go-anywhere 7-seater waftmobile 

1 


A45 AMG 4Matic 


659 717 7.1 165 4.6 4/2.0T 265 450 D/7 


VERDICT I Favourite of the local tour operator set 


I B-CLASS 


VERDICT I Same-again tallboy hatch gets tech, quality boost 


VIA NO 

GDI 2.2 Fun 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

694 351 7.3 192 11.1 4/2.1TD 120 360 M/6 


GL 

GL350 BlueTec 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1 163 031 8.0 209 7.9 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 


1324 387 11.5 269 5.4 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


B-CLASS 

B200 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

389 736 5.8 134 8.6 4/1.6T 115 250 M/6 


GDI 2.2 Fun auto 


718 362 8.1 213 n/a 4/2.1TD 120 360 A/5 


1 991 537 12.3 288 5.48 V8/5.5T 410 760 A/7 


GDI 3.0 Trend 




407 223 5.5 129 8.4 4/1.6T 115 250 D/7 


3.5 V6 Ambiente 


816 422 12.1 284 10.4 V6/3.5 190 340 A/5 


404 200 4.5 117 9.9 4/2.1TD 100 300 M/6 


GDI 3.0 Ambiente 


822 442 8.6 226 9.1 V6/3.0TD 165 440 A/5 


G-CLASS 


VERDICT I For those who appreciate a high differential count 


B200CDI auto 


^22_200_^;2_^l^_9,8_J/2j^D_J£0_300_D^ 


GDI 3.0 Avantgarde 


960 746 8.6 226 9.1 V6/3.0TD 165 440 A/5 


G-CLASS 

G300CDI Professionai 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1053 986 11.7 307 12.3V6/3.0TD 135 400 A/5 


-4-4-8-Q-Q-Q 4.3__111__8..3_4L2.1TD 125 350 D/7 


G350 BlueTec 


1 398 255 11.2 295 9.1 V6/3.0TD 155 540 A/7 


^-6^-6-Q 6.3 147 6.8 4/2.0T 155 350 D/7 


1564 393 14.9 348 6.1 V8/5.5 285 530 A/7 


2131625 13.8 322 5.4 V8/5.5T 400 760 A/7 


Discover offers on your 
Audi model of choice. 

Visit audi.co.za/offers for more. 
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VERDICT I Nothing says Tve arrived’ like an SL 


SL 

SL400 


PRICE L/lOO C02 O-lOO P/T KW NM GEAR 

1267 253 7.7 179 5.2 V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 


1611944 9.2 214 4.6 V8/4.7T 320 700 A/7 


2152 789 9.9 231 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 


SL65AMG 

2 790 990 

11.6 

270 

4.0 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 A/7 


1 S-CLASS 

1 




1 VERDICT 1 Tech masterpiece. So clever it could drive itself I ' m 

S-CLASS 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

S-Class 





S350 BlueTec 

1 324 391 

5.9 

155 

6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 

S400 Hybrid 

1 338 901 

6.8 

159 

6.8 V6/3.5e 245e370+eA/7 

S500 

1 721 742 

__9j^ 

_2^ 

4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/7 

S63AiVIG 

2 361 204 

10.1 

237 

4.4 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

S-Class L 

S350 BiueTec L 

1 361 399 

6.0 

158 

6.8 V6/3.0TD 190 620 A/7 

S400 Hybrid L 

1 375 601 

6.8 

159 

6.8 V6/3.5e 245e370+eA/7 

S400L 

1 371 054 


_1^ 

n/a V6/3.0T 245 480 A/7 

S500L 

1 760 442 

9.1 

213 

4.8 V8/4.7T 335 700 A/7 

S600L 

2 271 574 

11.3 

264 

4.6 V12/6.0T 390 830 A/7 

S63AiVIG L 

2 398 604 

10.1 237 

4.4 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

S65AiVIG L 

2 972 813 

ll,-9_27_9_ 

4.3 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 All 



IS-CLASSCOUPE 


VERDICT I Hyper-tech GT leans towards greatness 


S-CLASS COUPE 

S500 


S500 Edition 1 


■2m6_618_8.8__2M_^J_vm7T_335_7iXLA/.^^ 


2 511104 10.1 237 4.2 V8/5.5T_^0_^_Q0_S/7_ 


S63 AMG Edition 1 

S65AMG 


2 631104 10.1 237 4.2 V8/5.5T 430 900 S/7 

3 087 013 11.9 279 4.1 V12/6.0T 463 1 000 A/7 


MG 


VERDICT I MG plays Polo in custom clothing 


PRICE L/IDO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

145 000 5.9 138 11.5 4/1.5 78 135 M/5 


1.5 Wired 

165 000 

5.9 

138 

11.5 

4/1.5 

78 

135 

M/5 

1.5 Style 

179 900 

5.9 

138 

11.43 

4/1.5 

78 

135 

M/5 


lMG6 1 





1 

1 ^ 

1 VERDICT 1 Made in China, compiled in England 



MG6 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

saloon 









1.8T Comfort 

249 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T R Comfort 

^70900_ 


_18^ 

_8j^ 

_4/L^ 


_2^ 

_M/^ 

1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

299 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1.8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

1.8T Luxury 

259 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1.8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe 

289 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1.8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T R Deluxe 

^09_900_ 

_^j9_ 

_18^ 


_4/L^ 

118 

215 

_M/^ 

1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 

330 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1.8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

fastback 

1.8T Comfort 

249 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T R Comfort 

^70_900_ 


_18^ 

_8j^ 

J/L^ 


2^ 

_M/^ 

1.8T Comfort RG Motorsport 

299 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1.8T 

165 

315 

M/5 

1.8T Luxury 

259 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1. 8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T Deluxe 

289 900 

7.9 

184 

8.4 

4/1.8T 

118 

215 

M/5 

1.8T R Deluxe 

^09^00_ 

_^j9_ 

_18^ 


_4/L^ 


_2^ 

_M/^ 

1.8T Deluxe RG Motorsport 

330 900 

7.9 

184 

n/a 

4/1.8T 

165 

315 

M/5 


IMINI 1 

HATCH 


1 VERDICT 1 All-new, but you’ll have to get in to know 


MITSUBISHI 


MIRAGE 


VERDICT 1 No fighter jet, but fun, frugal and great value 



HATCH 

3-door 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


MIRAGE 

1.2 GL 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

129 900 4.9 115 n/a 3/1.2 57 100 M/5 


303 500 4.7 no 7.9 3/1.5T 100 230 M/6 


_139^00_^;9_^15__n/^_3/L2_^^J£0_M^ 


320 400 4.9 115 7.8 3/1.5T 100 230 A/6 


-1^-^-QQ 4.3_115_nM^ll.2 57 100 M/5 


Cooper S auto 

387 618 

5.5 

127 

6.7 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

A/6 

1 ASX 1 

1 





1 

John Cooper Works 

447 591 

6.7 

155 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

170 

320 

M/6 

1 VERDICT 1 Faces an uphill battle against Korean twins 


1 

John Cooper Works auto 

467 334 

5.7 

133 

6.1 

4/2.0T 

170 

320 

A/6 

ASX 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

5-door 









ASX 2.0 GL 

299 900 

7.5 

175 

9.6 

4/2.0 

no 197 M/5 

Cooper 

312 500 

4.9 

114 

8.2 

3/1.5T 

100 

230 

M/6 

ASX2.0GLX 





4/2.0 

110 197 M/5 

Cooper auto 

329 400 

5.0 

116 

8.1 

3/1.5T 

100 

230 

A/6 

ASX 2.0 GLS 

342 900 




4/2.0 

110 197 M/5 

Cooper S 

383 052 

6.0 

140 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

141 

300 

M/6 

ASX 2.0 GLS auto 

354 900 

7.4 

173 

11.5 

4/2.0 

no 197 c/v 


5.5 129 6.8 4/2.0T 141 300 A/6 


1 COUPE _ 

— 

1 COUPE 1 One MINI too many? | 



COUPE 

Cooper 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

314 142 5.8 136 9.0 4/1.6 90 160 M/6 

333 094 6.7 156 10.3 4/1.6 90 160 A/6 




PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

_^921618_8j8_^0^^;6_^8/47^_33W00_^/^_ 


Cooper S 

378 168 

6.3 

146 

6.9 

4/1. 6T 

135 

260 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

395 991 

6.7 

155 

7.1 

4/1. 6T 

135 

260 

A/6 

John Cooper Works 

437 912 

7.0 

163 

6.4 

4/1. 6T 

155 

280 

M/6 

John Cooper Works auto 

455 838 

7.4 

173 

6.6 

4/1. 6T 

155 

280 

A/6 


CONVERTIBLE 


VERDICT I If you must have a roofless Mini, get the Roadster 


CONVERTIBLE 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

331 257 6.1 142 9.8 4/1.6 90 160 M/6 


Cooper auto 

350 004 

6.9 

160 

11.1 

4/1.6 

90 

160 

A/6 

Cooper S 

402 975 

6.4 

149 

7.3 

4/1.6T 

135 

260 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

420 901 

6.8 

159 

7.6 

4/1.6T 

135 

260 

A/6 

John Cooper Works 

464 822 

7.2 

167 

6.9 

4/1. 6T 

155 

280 

M/6 

John Cooper Works auto 

482 748 

7.6 

177 

7.1 

4/1. 6T 

155 

280 

A/6 


1 ROADSTER | 


A ' 



VERDICT 1 For selfish fair-weather touring the Mini way 



ROADSTER 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

Cooper 

349 757 

6.1 

142 

9.2 

4/1.6 

90 

160 

M/6 

Cooper auto 

368 504 

6.9 

160 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

160 

A/6 

Cooper S 

414 475 

6.4 

149 

7.0 

4/1. 6T 

135 

260 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

432 401 

6.8 

159 

7.28 

4/1. 6T 

135 

260 

A/6 

John Cooper Works 

472 322 

7.2 

167 

6.5 

4/1. 6T 

155 

280 

M/6 

John Cooper Works auto 

490 248 

7.6 

177 

6.7 

4/1. 6T 

155 

280 

A/6 


[COUNTRYMAN 


VERDICT IBMWX0.5 

COUNTRYMAN 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM 

GEAR 

Cooper 

343 283 

6.5 

152 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

160 

M/6 

Cooper auto 

362 748 

7.6 

177 

11.6 

4/1.6 

90 

160 

A/6 

Cooper S 

404 488 

6.6 

154 

7.6 

4/1.6T 

135 

260 

M/6 

Cooper S auto 

423 543 

7.5 

175 

7.9 

4/1. 6T 

135 

260 

A/6 

John Cooper Works ALL4 

501 272 

8.0 

186 

7.0 

4/1. 6T 

160 

280 

M/6 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 

518 890 

8.3 

193 

7.0 

4/1. 6T 

160 

280 

A/6 


VERDICT I Better-looking, less practical Countryman 


PACEMAN 

Cooper S 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 CYL/CC KW NM GEAR 

404 488 6.6 154 7.5 4/1.6T 135 260 M/6 


423 543 7.5 175 7.8 4/1.6T 135 260 A/6 


John Cooper Works ALL4 501 272 

John Cooper Works ALL4 auto 518 890 


8.0 186 6.9 4/1.6T 160 280 M/6 

8.3 193 6.9 4/1.6T 160 280 A/6 


LANCER 


VERDICT I Still-cool, old-school Japanese street fighter 


LANCER 

Evolution X 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

699 900 10.8 256 5.66 4/2.0T 217 366 D/6 


TRITON 


VERDICT I Looks divide, but competes on quality and ability 


TRITON 

2.4 GL 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

179 900 10.2 242 n/a 4/2.4 97 202 M/5 


_lg4900_^a2_^42_^/^^£j^_97_202__M^ 


8.1 212 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 


244 900 8.1 212 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 


8.2 214 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 


349 900 8.3 216 n/a 4/2.5TD 100 314 M/5 




OUTLANDER 


VERDICT I Grander, all-new version of popular mid-size SUV 


OUTLANDER 

2.4 GLS Exceed 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

439 900 8.2 192 10.76 4/2.4 123 222 CIV 


[PAJERO SPORT 

1 


A A 

1 VERDICT 1 Beats Fortuner injust about every area bar sales 


PAJ ERO SPORT 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

2.5DI-D auto 

439 900 

8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 

131 350 A/5 

2.5DI-D4X4 

474 900 

7.8 206 11.0 4/2.5TD 

131 400 M/5 

2.5DI-D 4x4 auto 

489 900 

8.5 225 12.0 4/2.5TD 

131 350 A/5 


VERDICT I Avoid Spanish-speaking countries and the Dakar 




PAJ ERO 

3-door 3.2DI-D GLS 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

569 900 10.1 245 12.0 4/3.2TD 140 441 A/5 


5-door3.2DI-DGLS ^39^00_^a^_245_Jj2j3^3;2TD_140_^4^^^ 

5-door 3.2DI-D GLS Exceed 659 900 10.1 245 12.3 4/3.2TD 140 441 A/5 


NISSAN 


VERDICT I Decent package, cartoon style 


MICRA 

1.2 Visia+ 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-14-6-10-0 5..2_12^13,2_3/1.2 56 104 M/5 


176 800 6-.J_150_9-.7a_4Z-l.-5TD_7_3_134_M/5_ 


NP200 



PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6i 

139 000 

8.1 


j/^_ 

4/1.6 


_128_ 

_M/^ 

1.6i pack 

156 300 

8.1 

192 

n/a 

4/1.6 

64 

128 

M/5 

1.61 Stealth Special Edition 

168 000 

8.1 

192 

n/a 

4/1.6 

64 

128 

M/5 

1.6 16v S 

169 000 

8.0 

189 

n/a 

4/1.6 

77 

148 

M/5 

1.6 16v SE 

198 900 

8.0 

189 

11.39 

4/1.6 

77 

148 

M/5 
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1.5dCi pack 

197 900 

5.3 140 n/a 4/1.5TD 

63 200 IVI/5 

1.6dCi 4x4 SE 

388 300 

5.3 139 11.0 4/1.6TD 

96 320 M/6 

1.5dCi SE 

221 300 

5.3 140 n/a 4/1.5TD 

63 200 IVI/5 

1.6dCi 4x4 LE 

473 600 

5.3 139 11.5 4/1.6TD 

96 320 M/6 


1 ALMERA 

■ 



1 NAVARA 

_ ■ 



1 VERDICT 1 The new Tiida is a Micra with a boot called Almera 

1 VERDICT 1 Makes fans easily, though not the only big boy now ’ 


ALMERA 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

NAVARA 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.5 Acenta 

181 500 

6.3 149 n/a 4/1.5 

73 134 M/5 

KingCab 




1.5 Acenta auto 

193 200 

7.2 171 n/a 4/1.5 

73 134 A/4 

2.5dCiXE 

353 200 

8.7 229 13.62 4/2.5TD 

106 356 M/6 




VERDICT I Opel boxes cleverer with a more flexible mini-MPV 


MERIVA 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy 


PRICE L/lflO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

261500 6.7 156 10.3 4/1.4T 103 200 M/6 


VERDICT I Capable and pretty but Opel’s ‘Golf still no Golf 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


1 LIVINA 

- - ' 


double cab 


sedan 

1.6 Essentia 


6.6 154 11.9 4/1.6 85 155 M/5 

1 VERDICT 

1 Drives well, but so boring you’d never notice 


2.5dCi XE 

376 000 8.7 229 n/a 4/2.5TD 106 356 M/6 

1.4 Turbo Essentia 

270 500 

5.9 139 10.1 4/1.4T 103 200 M/6 


LMNA 

1.6 Acenta 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-193SSLQ 6_.S_165_1L2_^/1,_6 S_0_15_3_MI5_ 


<-Gear 1.6 Acenta+ 


-2-Q-9-2flQ aQ_15_3_M/^ 


SENTRA 


VERDICT I Popular nameplate returns. Not much fanfare 


SENTRA 

1.6 Acenta 

1.6 Acenta auto 


NV200 COMBI 


VERDICT I Nissan’s take on a people mover 


NV200 COMBI 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.6i Visia 

277 900 

7.3 

169 n/a 4/1.6 

81 

153 

M/5 

1.5dCi Visia 

_30_3_9_0_0_ 

8.1 

134 n/a 4/1.5TD 

_£6 

200 

M/5 


1 NP300 HARDBODY | 


IV 

A 

1 VERDICT 1 No-frills worker bee 


NP300 HARDBODY PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 

161 200* 

10.0 

237 n/a 4/2.0 

84 

169 

M/5 

2.0 fleet 

187 800* 

10.0 237 n/a 4/2.0 

_8^ 

169 

M/5 

2.5TDi 

ia9 900* 

_8.0_ 

211 n/a 4/2.5TD 


304 

M/5 

2.5TDi fleet 

217 20Q!_ 

_a._o_ 

211 n/a 4/2.5TD 

_2g_ 

304 

M/5 

2.5TDi Hi-rider 

258 600* 

8.0 

211 n/a 4/2. 5TD 

98 

304 

M/5 

2.4 4x4 

262 500* 


261 n/a 4/2.4 

JO^ 

_20^ 

_M/^ 

2.5TDi 4x4 

291 900* 

9.4 

247 n/a 4/2. 5TD 

98 

304 

M/5 

double cab 

2.5TDi Hi-rider 

333 400* 

8.8 

233 n/a 4/2.5TD 

98 

304 

M/5 

2.4 Hi-rider 

314 800* 


259 n/a 4/2.4 

_10^ 

_20^ 

_M/^ 

2.4 4x4 

380 400* 

11.7 

274 n/a 4/2.4 

105 

205 

M/5 

* anniversary promotional pricinq 


1 JUKE 



■ 

1 

1 VERDICT 1 Pole 

i-sized crossover carves its own niche 


JUKE 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2T Acenta 

254 900 


129 10.8 4/1.2T 


_190_ 

_M/^ 

1.2T Acenta+ 

277 900 


129 10.8 4/1.2T 


_190_ 

_M/^ 

1.5dCi Acenta+ 

299 900 

4.2 

109 12.09 4/1.5TD 

81 

260 

M/6 

1.6T Tekna 

325 900 

6.0 

159 7.46 4/1.6T 

140 

240 

M/6 

1.6T 4WD Tekna 

364 900 

_6-.5_ 

169 8.2 4/1.6T 

140 

240 

C/V 


1 QASHQAI 

4 

mm 

3 


1 VERDICT 1 Retakes the compact crossover crown 

w 



QASHQAI 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2T Visia 

281 900 

6.2 

144 10.9 4/1.2T 

85 

190 

M/6 

1.2T Acenta 

311 600 


144 11.12 4/1. 2T 


,190_ 


1.2T Acenta auto 

327 70i) 

_6-.2_ 

144 12.9 4Z1.2T 

_8^ 

165 

C/V 

1.5dCi Acenta 

^.32 200 

-^^2- 

10J_1L9 4Z1.._5TD 


260 

M/6 

1.6T Acenta 

357 700 

6.2 

144 9.1 4/1.6T 

120 

240 

M/6 

1.6dCi Acenta auto 384 400 


129 11.1 4/1.6TD 


_3^ 

_C/^_ 

1.6dCi AWD Acenta 385 700 

5.3 

139 10.5 4/1.6TD 

96 

320 

M/6 


1 X-TRAIL 




1 ^ 



1 VERDICT 1 Not 

as rugged or utilitarian. Is that good or bad? 


X-TRAIL 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.0 XE 

327 700 

8.3 

197 11.1 4/2.0 

106 

200 

M/6 

2.5 4x4 SE 

364 200 

8.3 

197 10.5 4/2.5 


_233_ 

_C/^_ 

1.6dCi XE 

351 000 

5.1 

134 10.5 4/1.6TD 

96 

320 

M/6 


2.5dCi 4x4 XE 


^20.200__9j0_^38_n/^J£;5TD_^28_^03__M^ 


425 000 8.7 229 n/a 4/2.5TD 106 356 M/6 


437 400 8.3 217 n/a 4/2.5TD 128 403 M/6 


2.5dCi LE auto 


^61600__8j^^30_n/^J£;5TD_^28_^03_^^ 


2.5dCi 4x4 LE 


495 500 8.5 224 n/a 4/2.5TD 140 450 M/6 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.6 156 n/a 4/1.6 85 154 M/5 

-2-540iLO 6.2 149 n/a 4/1.6 85 154 C/V 


2.5dCi 4x4 LE auto 


501700 9.0 238 n/a 4/2.5TD 140 450 A/5 


3.0dCi V6 4x4 LE 


643 600 9.3 246 9.3 V6/3.0TD 170 550 A/7 


LEAF 


VERDICT I SA’s first electric offering. 160km range per charge 


In — 0.^ 


LEAF 

Leaf 


PRICE 

-4-50-£0-Q_ 


L/lOO 


^ 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

0 11-5 elec §Q_ 


NM GEAR 

254 A 


1.4 Turbo Eniov 

281 700 

5.9 

139 

10.1 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy auto 

292 000 

6.6 

154 

n/a 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 

A/6 

1.6 Turbo Cosmo 

302 500 

6.8 

159 

8.7 

4/1.6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

hatch 

1.6 Essentia 

259 000 

5.9 

139 

11.7 

4/1.6 

85 

155 

M/5 

1.4 Turbo Essentia 

270 500 

5.9 

138 

9.9 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy 

281 700 

5.9 

138 

9.9 

4/1.4T 

103 

200 

M/6 

1.6 Turbo Sport 

316 700 

6.8 

159 

8.5 

4/1. 6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

GTC/OPC 

GTC 1.6 Turbo Sport 

344 250 

7.2 

168 

8.3 

4/1. 6T 

132 

266 

M/6 

OPC 

486 500 

8.1 

189 

6.2 

4/2.0T 

206 

400 

M/6 


1 PATHFINDER 


[VIVARO 

\js^m 

1 VERDICT 1 Entry-level SE gives ageing stalwart a boost 


1 VERDICT 1 Decent people mover 



PATHFINDER 

2.5dCi SE 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

494 900 8.5 224 11.0 4/2.5TD 140 450 M/6 


VIVARO 

1.9CDTi Enjoy 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

396 200 7.7 210 n/a 4/1.9TD 74 240 M/6 


2.5dCi SE auto 


9.0 238 10.7 4/2.5TD 140 450 A/5 


653 500 9.0 238 10.7 4/2.5TD 140 450 A/5 




MURANO 


VERDICT I Nissan’s soft-reader ticks all the right boxes 


PEUGEOT 


VERDICT I Facelift banishes cheesy grin 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

634 500 10.9 267 8.7 V6/3.5 191 336 C/V 


VERDICT I Still a brilliant driver’s car despite age 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

640 800 10.5 248 5.3 V6/3.7 245 363 M/6 


659 000 10.4 245 5.6 V6/3.7 245 363 A/7 


VERDICT I Old-school 4x4, big on comfort and value 


PATROL 

3.0DTi pick-up 
3.0DiGL 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

496 300 10.9 289 n/a 4/3.0TD 110 371 M/5 

700 600 10.8 287 18.8 4/3.0TD 118 380 M/5 


4.8 GRX 


795100 17.7 424 9.9 6/4.8 190 425 A/5 


VERDICT I Japan’s sensational cyborg supercar 


GT-R 

Premium Edition 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1475 000 11.8 278 2.9 V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 


107 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.0 Urban 

125 000 


99 

_13^ 

3/1.0 


93 

M/5 

1.0 Trendy 

137 000 

4.3 

99 

13.5 

3/1.0 

50 

93 

M/5 



|208 


VERDICT 1 Smaller, lighter, prettier and better than 207 

208 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

3-door 









1.0 Access 

149 900 

4.3 

99 

14.0 

3/1.0 

50 

95 

M/5 

GTi 

309 900 

5.9 

139 

6.8 

4/1.6T 

147 

275 

M/6 

5-door 

1.0 Access 


4.3 


14.0 

3/1.0 

50 


M/5 

1.2 Access 

189 500 

4.5 

104 

12.2 

3/1.2 

60 

118 

M/5 

1.2 Active 

200 900 



12.2 

3/1.2 



M/5 

1.6HDi Active 

223 000 

3.8 

98 

10.9 4/1.6TD 

68 

230 

M/5 

1.6 Active auto 

226 300 



_11^ 

_4/l^ 

88 


A/4 

1.6 Aiiure 

238 900 

5.8 

134 

9.61 

4/1.6 

88 

160 

M/5 

1.6 Aiiure auto 

254 900 

6.7 

154 

11.9 

4/1.6 

88 

160 

A/4 



1527 000 11.8 278 2.9 V6/3.8T 397 628 D/6 


VERDICT I High-riding, family-t-Pug-friendly 208 


2008 

1.6 Aiiure 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

277 900 5.9 135 9.5 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


1 OPEL 1 

ADAM 


1 VERDICT 1 

First of the new breed, founder would be proud 

ADAM 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.4 

189 900 

5.3 125 11.5 4/1.4 

74 130 M/5 

l.OT Jam 

209 90_Q_ 

5,1 119 9_.9_J/1.X)T 

85 170 M/6 

l.OTGiam 

232 900 

5.1 119 9.9 3/l.OT 

85 170 M/6 



CORSA 


1 VERDICT 1 

Good, but up against sassier Fiesta, classier Polo | 


CORSA 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.4 Essentia 

195 300 

5., 8 136 12.4 4/1.4 

74 130 M/5 

1.4 Turbo Enjoy 213 400 

5.5 129 9.59 4/1.4T 

88 175 M/5 

OPC 

294 100 

7.3 172 7.77 4/1.6T 

141 266 M/6 


VERDICT I One of Peugeot’s best cars 




3008 

1.6 Access 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

289 900 6.7 155 13.3 4/1.6 88 160 M/5 


339 900 6.9 159 8.9 4/1.6T 115 240 M/6 


417 900 6.1 159 10.2 4/2.0TD 120 340 A/6 


508 


VERDICT I Impressive overall package 


508 

1.6T Active 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


PRICE 

387 900 6.4 149 8.6 4/1.6T 115 240 M/6 


408 900 7.1 164 9.2 4/1.6T 115 240 A/6 


fii 


As 





< 



























138 


BUYERS GUIDE 

GBU 


RCZ 


VERDICT I A coupe that drives with plenty of verve 


RCZ 

1.6T 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6-^-55_7.^4il.6T 147 275 M/6 


-5-42-9-0-0 7.3 168 8.4 4/1.6T 115 240 A/6 


PORSCHE 


VERDICT I Brilliant in everyway 


BOXSTER 

Boxster 


815 000 8.2 190 5.0 b6/3.4 232 360 D/7 


928 000 8.2 190 4.9 b6/3.4 243 370 D/7 


VERDICT I The 91Ts worst nightmare 




CAYMAN 

Cayman 


870 000 8.2 190 4.9 b6/3.4 239 370 D/7 


998 000 8.2 190 4.56 b6/3.4 250 380 D/7 


1136 000 10.3 238 4.4 b6/3.8 283 420 M/6 


VERDICT I Rewrites the rules for a sporty SUV 


MACAN 

S diesel 


873 000 9.0 204 5.4 V6/3.0T 250 460 D/7 


1239 000 9.2 208 4.8 V6/3.6T 294 550 D/7 


CAYENNE 


VERDICT I Who’s laughing now? Get your order in quick 


CAYENNE 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Cayenne 

852 000 

9.2 

215 

7.7 V6/3.6 220 

400 

A/8 

diesel 

921 000 

6.6 

173 

7.3 V6/3.0TD 180 

550 

A/8 

S 

986 000 

9.5 

223 

5.5 V6/3.6T 309 

550 

A/8 

S e-hybrid 

1 133 000 

3.4 

79 

5.9 V6/3.0Se 306e 590e 

A/8 

S diesel 

1 151 0_00 

8.0 

209 

5.4 V8/4.1TD 283 

8^0 

A/8 

GTS 

1 176 000 

10.0 

234 

5.2 V6/3.6T 324 

600 

A/8 

turbo 

1 760 000 

11.2 

261 

4.5 V8/4.8T 382 

750 

A/8 

turbo S 

2 255 000 

11.5 

267 

4.1 V8/4.8T 419 

800 

A/8 


PANAMERA 


VERDICT I It’s a proper Porsche, but not as you know it 




PANAMERA 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

Panamera 

1 011 000 

8.4 

196 

6.3 

V6/3.6 

228 

400 

D/7 

diesel 

1 034 000 



6.0 V6/3.0TD 221 

_6^ 

_D/^_ 

4 

1 051 000 

_8^ 

203 


J^6/3^ 

228 

,400_ 

_D/^ 

S 

1 287 000 

_8^ 

_20^ 

5.1 

V6/3.0T 

309 

520 

_D/^ 

S e-hybrid 

1 293 000 

3.1 

71 

5.5 V6/3.0Se 306e 590e 

D/8 

4S 

1 329 000 

8 9 

208 

idiL 

,V6/3jOT_ 

_309_ 

_520_ 

_D/^ 

GTS 

1 48_9 0_00 

10.7 249 

4A 

V8/4J_ 

324 

520 

D/7 

turbo 

2 118_D00_ 

10.2 239 

4.1 V8/4.8T 

382 


D/7 

turbo S 

2 591000 

10.2 

239 

3.8 

V8/4.8T 

419 

800 

D/7 


911 1 





1 1 











VERDICT 1 

Iconic Porsche in the best shape of its life 




1^ 

91L 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

coupe 









Carrera 

1 146 000 

8.2 

191 

4.6 

b6/3.4 

257 

390 


D/7 Carrera 4 

1 262 000 

8.6 

,200_ 


jam^ 

257 

390 

_D/^ 

Carrera S 

1 317 o_ao 

— a,7_ 

202 


b6/3.8 

294 440 

D/7 

Carrera 4S 

1 419 000 

_a.L_ 

212 

4.45 

b6/3.8 

■234-^40- 

D/7 

Carrera GTS 

1 484 000 

8.7 

202 

4.0 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

Carrera 4 GTS 1587 000 


_2^ 


_b6/3^ 

_3^ 


_D/^ 

GT3 

2 295 000 


289 


b6/3.8 

,3^ 

_4^ 

_D/^ 

turbo 

2 439 000 


_^2^ 

3.2 

_b6/3^ 

383 

660 

_D/^ 

turbo S 

2 890 000 

9.7 

227 

3.1 

b6/3.8T 

412 

750 

D/7 


MEGANE 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

771000 7.9 183 5.7 b6/2.7 195 280 D/7 


tarqa 4 

1 395 000 

8.7 

204 

5.0 

b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

1 VERDICT 1 A fresh look and top turbo motors add GT appeal 


tarqa 4S 

1 555 000 

9.2 

214 

4.6 

b6/3.8 

294 

440 

D/7 

MEGANE 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

tarqa 4 GTS 

1 727 000 

9.2 

214 

4.3 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

hatch 








cabriolet 









81kW Dynamique 

259 900 

6.9 

159 10.5 

4/1.6 

81 

151 

M/6 

Carrera 

1 287 000 

8.4 

195 

4.8 

b6/3.4 

257 

390 

D/7 

97kW turbo GT Line 

289 900 

5.4 

124 9.7 

4/1.2T 

97 

225 

M/6 

Carrera 4 

1 396 000 

_8j^ 

,J22_ 

_^j9_ 

_b6^2j4. 

257 

J90_ 

D/7 

162kW turbo GT 

339 900 

7.3 

169 6.71 

4/2.0T 

162 

340 

M/6 

Carrera S 

144_S_000 


207 


b6/3.8 

294 

440 

-D/-7_ 

coupe 








Carrera 4S 





b6/3.8 

294 

440 

D/7 

81kW Dynamique 

259 900 

6.9 

159 10.5 

4/1.6 

81 

151 

M/6 

Carrera GTS 

1 609 000 

8.9 

207 

4.2 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

97kW turbo GT Line 

289 900 


124 9.7 

_4/L^ 


_22^ 

_M/^ 

Carrera 4 GTS 

1 727 000 

9.2 

214 

4.2 

b6/3.8 

316 

440 

D/7 

162kVV turbo GT 




169 7.6 

4/2.0T 

162 

340 

M/6 


2 565 000 9.9 231 3.3 b6/3.8T 383 660 D/7 


3 072 000 9.9 231 3.2 b6/3.8T 412 750 D/7 


RS Sport 265 
RS Cup 265 


369 900 
404 900 


8.2 190 6.0 4/2.0T 195 360 M/6 

8.2 190 6.0 4/2.0T 195 360 M/6 


RS 265 Red Bull Racing RB8 439 900 8.2 190 6.0 4/2.0T 195 360 M/6 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

774 000 7.9 183 5.6 b6/2.7 202 290 D/7 



SAGA 

1.3 GL 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

129 995 6.5 155 13.0 4/1.3 70 120 IVI/5 


2.5 Dynamique 

2.5 4x4 Dynamique 


339 900 
369 900 


9.6 230 9.0 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 

9.9 237 9.57 4/2.5 126 226 M/6 


149 995 7.0 185 n/a 4/1.6 82 148 M/5 2.5 4x4 Dynamique auto 


9.6 228 n/a 4/2.5 126 226 C/V 


162 995 6,.7__170_12i}_^/1.6 80 150 C/V 


SATRIA NEO 


VERDICT I Racy add-ons can’t hide basic shortcomings 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

862 000 6.3 159 6.3 V6/3.0TD 180 580 D/7 


SATRIA NEO 

1.6 CPS 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


PRICE 

182 995 7.1 169 10.5 4/1.6 


ROLLS-ROYCE 


VERDICT I World’s second greatest luxury car 


93 150 IVI/5 


PERSONA ELEGANCE 


VERDICT I Very little to like 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 14.0 327 4.9 V12/6.6T 420 780 A/8 


PERSONA ELEGANCE 

1.6 EL 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

187 995 6.6 157 11.0 4/1.6 82 148 M/5 



VERDICT I A new alternative for the uber-rich 


192 995 6.8 162 n/a 4/1.6 82 148 A/4 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

POA 14.0 327 4.6 V12/6.6T 465 800 A/8 



SANDERO 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

66kVV turbo Expression 

129 900 

5.2 

119 11.1 3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 

66kVV turbo Dynamique 

149 900 

5.2 

119 13.28 3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 

Stepway 66kW turbo 

169 900 

5.4 

124 11.1 3/0.9T 

66 

135 

M/5 


1 CLIO 






L. 

1 VERDICT 1 Style, value, kit and turbo-tech makes it a winner 


CLIO 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

55kW Authentique 

167 900 

5.5 

127 15.4 4/1.2 

55 

107 

M/5 

66kVV turbo Expression 

199 900 

4.5 

104 12.84 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

66kW turbo Dynamique 

217 900 

4.5 

104 12.2 3/0.9T 

70 

135 

M/5 

66kW turbo GT-Line 

224 900 


105 12.2 3/0.9T 

_72_ 

150 


RS 200 Lux 

309 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1.6T 

147 

240 

D/6 

RS 200 Cup 

339 900 

6.3 

144 6.7 4/1.6T 

147 

240 

D/6 


14.8 347 5.9 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


Extended Wheelbase 


14.9 349 6.1 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


14.8 347 5.8 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


14.8 347 5.8 V12/6.7 338 720 A/8 


SMART 


VERDICT I Makes more sense in Rome than Parys 


fbrtvuo 

1.0 coupe mhd pure 
1.0 coupe mhd pulse 

l.Ot cabrio passion 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

214 000 4.3 97 13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 

232 000 4.3 98 13.7 3/1.0 52 92 S/5 

249 000 4.9 115 10.7 3/l.OT 62 120 S/5 


DUSTER 


VERDICT I Value, capability and rugged looks - a clean sweep 


m 


SSANGYONG 


KORANDO 


DUSTER 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1 VERDICT 1 The reinvention of SsangYong 


1 

1.6 Expression 

209 900 

7.5 

180 11.5 4/1.6 

75 

145 

M/5 

KORANDO 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.6 Dynamique 

224 900 

7.5 

180 11.5 4/1.6 

75 

145 

M/5 

2.0 

279 995 

7.5 

175 n/a 4/2.0 

110 197 M/6 

1.5dCi Dynamique 

247 900 

5.0 

137 12.36 4/1.5TD 

80 

240 

M/6 

2.0 high 

299 995 

7.5 

175 10.45 4/2.0 

110 197 M/6 

1.5dCi Dynamique 4WD 

267 900 

5.3 

143 12.5 4/1.5TD 

80 

240 

M/6 

D20T high 

339 995 

6.1 

159 10.0 4/2.0TD 

129 360 M/6 


FLUENCE 


VERDICT I A lot of car for not a lot of dosh 


354 995 7.3 194 n/a 4/2.0TD 129 360 


FLUENCE 

1.6 Expression 
2.0 Dynamique 


PRICE 

244 900 
284 900 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

6.8 155 11.5 4/1.6 

7.9 182 9.9 4/2.0 


I 

KW NM GEAR 

82 151 IVI/5 

103 195 M/6 


D20T 4x4 Deluxe 


_§|49|5_^j5_^99_n/^J^Z0TD_^29_J60_ 


ACTYON SPORTS 


VERDICT I More palatable thanks to radical facial surgery 


2.0 Dynamique auto 


294 900 7.7 178 10.1 4/2.0 103 195 C/V 


ACTYON SPORTS 

2.3 4x4 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

289 995 12.4 293 n/a 4/2.3 110 214 M/5 


309 995 7.4 196 n/a 4/2.0TD 114 360 M/6 


2.0D 4x4 Deluxe 


^59^95_^j5_^99_n/^^£j0TD_^1^^60_M^ 


Discover offers on your 
Audi model of choice. 

Visit audi.co.za/offers for more. 


Audi . 

Vorsprung durch Technik v 
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a 


REXTON W 


VERDICT I Third-gen Rexton. The W stands for ‘work of art’ 


140 400 5.7 134 12.6 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 


I SUPER ACE 


155 400 6.3 149 n/a 4/1.2 63 113 A/4 


VERDICT I Could turn out to be Tata’s trump card 




REXTON W 

RX270XDi 


PRICE 

-3Mm5_ 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

_8,_6_^28_n/a_5/2.7TD 121 340 M/5 


195 900 5.5 132 10.9 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 


210 900 6.2 147 12.3 4/1.4 70 130 A/4 


SUPER ACE 

1.4D DLS 


PRICE 

- 1 - 31 - 9 - 9 -^ 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

_7..2_190__n/a_4/1.4TD 52 135 M/5 


RX270XDi Deluxe 


-449M5 9.0 242 n/a 5/2.7TD 121 340 A/5 


233 900 6.5 153 8.7 4/1.6 100 160 M/6 


-13-9-A95 7.2 190 n/a 4/1.4TD 52 135 M/5 



PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

311100 8.0 189 10.5 b4/2.0 110 196 M/6 


130 600 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 


-1-9-^600 S^6_^-6_nia_4il^ 70 130 A/4 


322 200 7.9 187 10.7 b4/2.0 110 196 CIV 


6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 M/5 


XENON 


VERDICT I Improvements make it more of a propostition 


357 500 7.9 187 10.7 b4/2.0 110 196 C/V 


1.4 GLX auto 


208 600 6.6 156 n/a 4/1.4 70 130 A/4 


FORESTER 


VERDICT I ‘Smarter, safer, further’ maxim rings true 


FORESTER 

2.0 X 


XENON 

3.0L Fleetline 


PRICE L/MX) C02 O-MX) P/T KW NM GEAR 

157 995 10.0 264 n/a 4/3.0TD 85 300 M/5 


JIMNY 


VERDICT I Frugal, affordable and immensely fun. 




176 995 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 320 M/5 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

342 400 7.2 168 10.6 b4/2.0 110 198 M/6 


JIMNY 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

221400 7.2 171 12.48 4/1.3 63 110 M/5 


XXL2.2Ldropside 

XT2.2L 


189 995 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 103 320 M/5 

-1-99-395 9.0 260 n/a 4/2..2JD_llQ_a2Q__Ml^ 


XT 2.2L 4x4 


254 995 9.0 260 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 320 M/5 


377 800 8.1 187 9.9 b4/2.5 126 235 C/V 


236 400 7.6 181 17.2 4/1.3 63 110 A/4 



OUTBACK 

2.5i Premium 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

431000 9.1 214 10.4 b4/2.5 123 229 C/V 


KIZASHI 

2.4SDLX 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

333 900 7.9 186 8.49 4/2.4 131 230 M/6 


132 400 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


2.5i-S Premium 


9.1 214 10.4 b4/2.5 123 229 C/V 2.4 SDLX auto 


349 900 7.9 187 8.8 4/2.4 131 230 C/V 


2. OP Premium 


^83.000__6j5_^72_^j7_b4£j0TD_^10_^50_C^ 


153 500 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


WRX 


GRAND VITARA 


VERDICT I Nip ’n tuck for evergreen soft-roader 


138 900 5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


GRAND VITARA 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


147 700 5.9 136 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 



PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

1 ^ 

KW NM GEAR 

2.4 Dune 

321 400 

8.9 

212 11.7 

4/2.4 

122 225 M/5 

WRX Premium 

473 700 

9.2 213 6.85 b4/2.0T 

197 350 M/6 

2.4 Dune auto 

336 400 

__9^ 

234 12.0 

_4£^ 

122 225 A/4 

WRX Premium auto 

490 900 

8.6 199 6.3 b4/2.0T 

197 350 C/V 

2.4 Summit 

389 900 

8.9 

212 11.7 

mm 

122 225 M/5 

WRX STI Premium 

625 000 

10.4 242 5.75 b4/2.5T 

221 407 M/6 

2.4 Summit auto 

405 900 

9.9 

234 12.0 

4/2.4 

122 225 A/4 



SUZUKI 1 

TATA 1 

CELERIO 




INDICA . 

VERDICT 1 Cheap three-pot Suzi is good value. Avoid the auto 

1 WGk 

VERDICT 1 Entry-level motoring isn’t fun 



1 ‘Mio' 

CELERIO 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

INDICA 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW NM GEAR 

1.0 CA 

109 900 

4.7 110 n/a 3/1.0 

50 90 M/5 

1.4 LE 

99 995 


168 12.8 

mm 

55 no M/5 

1.0 CL 

124 900 

4.7 110 n/a 3/1.0 

50 90 M/5 

1.4 LCi 

113 

7.4 

168 12.8 

4/1.4 


1.0 CL auto 

135 900 

4.6 108 n/a 3/1.0 

50 90 S/5 

1.4 LCi Sport 

117 995 

7.4 

168 12.8 

4/1.4 

55 no M/5 


159 800 6.0 138 11.3 4/1.5 66 132 M/5 


PRICE 

167 900 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

5.0 117 15.3 3/1.0 51 95 M/5 


194 300 5.6 131 11.7 4/1.3 73 125 M/6 


5.5 127 12.6 4/1.3 73 125 C/V 


276 300 3.6 82 11.8 4/1.5e 74e 111+e C/V 


I AVANZA 


SPLASH 


VERDICT I Shorter but taller than similarly priced Swift 


i 


VISTA 


VERDICT I Will find it much tougher in this price bracket 


AVANZA 

1.3 S 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

179 400 7.2 172 n/a 4/1.3 67 117 M/5 


193 900 7.2 172 n/a 4/1.3 67 117 M/5 


SPLASH 

1.2 CA 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR VISTA 

-128_9.QQ 5.6 133 12.3 4/1.2 63 113 M/5 14 mi Bounce 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

129 995 6.7 159 14.0 4/1.4 55 


7.7 183 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 M/5 




217 400 7.6 182 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 A/4 


5.6 133 12.3 4/1.2 63 113 IVI/5 


.mm 6.7 159 14.0 4/1.4 55 114 M/5 


231400 7.7 183 n/a 4/1.5 76 136 M/5 


6.4 150 n/a 4/1.2 63 113 A/4 


150 495 6.7 157 13.5 4/1.4 66 116 M/5 


[COROLLA QUEST 


SWIFT 


VERDICT I Fun, but looks too similar to make afresh impact 


MANZA 


VERDICT I Vista-with-a-boot is no looker 


VERDICT I Old Corolla returns as atop cut-price contender 


COROLLA QUEST 


SWIFT 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

DZire sedan 








1.2 CA 

132 400 

5.7 

134 12.6 

4/1.2 

63 

113 

M/5 

1.2 CL 

142 400 

^■7 

134 12.6 

4il,2 

63 

113 

Mi5 

1.2 CL auto 

^_7A0i)_ 

_6-.0- 

149 n/a 

-4il...2_ 

_63_ 

ns 

A/4 

hatch 

1.2 CA 

130 400 

5.7 

134 12.6 

4/1.2 

63 

113 

M/5 


MANZA 

1.4 Ini 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

-14-4-9_9_5 6.4 151 13.5 4/1.4 6.6_lL6_M/5_ 


PRICE 

183 900 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 


162 995 6.4 151 13.5 4/1.4 66 116 M/5 


1.6 auto 

199 900 6.3 150 11.1 4/1.6 90 154 C/V 

1.6 Plus 

198 900 6.6 157 10.5 4/1.6 90 154 M/6 


□13 


□is 


C3L7 
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COROLLA 


VERDICT I More style, more energy for SA’s go-to sedan 


RAV4T;I 


LAND CRUISER 200 


VERDICT I Palpably back in the game after warming the bench 


VERDICT I Why not buy a 70 Series anda Fortuner instead? 


COROLLA 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.3 Esteem 

224 600 

6.0 

139 

12.6 

4/1.3 

73 

128 

M/6 

1.3 Prestige 

243 500 

6.0 

139 

12.6 

4/1.3 

73 

128 

M/6 

1.4D-4D Esteem 

253 600 


J19_ 

12.5 4/1.4TD 

66 

_20^ 

_M/^ 

1.4D-4D Prestige 

266 400 

4.5 

119 

12.5 4/1.4TD 

66 

205 

M/6 

1.6 Esteem 

236 200 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

M/6 

1.6 Prestige 

252 900 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

M/6 

1.6 Prestige auto 

264 400 

6.3 

150 

11.1 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

C/V 

1.6 Sprinter 

260 200 

6.6 

157 

10.5 

4/1.6 

90 

154 

M/6 

1.8 Prestige 

263 400 

7.0 

165 

n/a 

4/1.8 

103 

173 

M/6 

1.8 Exclusive 

285 300 



jV^ 

_4/l^ 

J£3_ 

_1^ 

_M/^ 

1.8 Exclusive auto 

296 800 

6.4 

152 

10.2 

4/1.8 

103 

173 

C/V 


VERDICT 1 Sharp 

er suit and tastier cabin for new Corolla hatch 


AURIS 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

1 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.3 X 

217 900 

_5^ 


_12^ 

_4/L^ 

_^3_ 


_M/^ 

1.6 Xi 

242 900 

6.2 


_iao_ 




_M/^ 

1.6 XS 

255 200 

6.2 


_iao_ 

_4/l^ 

_9^ 


_M/^ 

1.6 XR 

282 600 

6.2 

145 

9.55 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

M/6 

1.6 XR auto 

296 400 



11.0 

4/1.6 

97 

160 

C/V 

XRHSD 

-3-5-6-50_0_ 


91 

_in,s_^/i..8_H_ 

_10_0_142±e_Ciy_ 


RAV4 

2.0 GX 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

310 000 7.7 179 n/a 4/2.0 107 187 M/6 


LAND CRUISER 200 

4.6 V8 VX 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

1053 300 13.9 327 n/a V8/4.6 227 439 A/6 


7.4 173 n/a 4/2.0 107 187 CIV 


1 600 10.3 273 8.6 V8/4.5TD 173 615 A/6 


2.2D-4DAWD GX 


389 400 5.6 149 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 340 M/6 


2.2D-4D AWD VX 


469 000 6.5 172 n/a 4/2.2TD 110 340 


439 700 8.5 198 n/a 4/2.5 132 233 


I QUANTUM 


VERDICT I Struggles to shrug off taxi image 


ft 4^ 


VOLKSWAGEN 


VERDICT I Large on quality, small on price - people’s car! 


INNOVA 


VERDICT I Vast, unsophisticated people-mover > 7 ^; 




IN NOVA 

2.7 8-seater 


PRICE L/lOO CO 2 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

288 600 11.2 265 n/a 4/2.7 118 241 M/5 


^06^00_^L2_^65_n/^^/2j^^l8_24^_M^ 


r86?™i 


VERDICT I Light, simple, cheap, RWDfun. Brilliant 


PRICE 

334 600 


I C02 0-100 P/T 

181 7.6 b4/2.0 


KW NM GEAR 

147 205 M/6 


QUANTUM 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.7 GL 10-seater bus 

398 300 

_13J__ 

J2^ 

18.4 4/2.7 

_11^ 

_2^ 

_M/^ 

2.5D-4D GL 10-seater bus 

427 700 

9.4 

258 

25.4 4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

2.7 GL 14-seater bus 

413 500 

14.3 339 

20.7 4/2.7 

_11^ 

_2^ 

_M/^ 

2.5D-4D GL 14-seater bus 

430 600 

9.9 

266 28.2 4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 


1 FORTUNER 








VERDICT 1 Well-priced and exceptionally capable 



PP 

FORTUNER 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

2.5D-4D 

385 900 

8.0 

211 

11.2 4/2.5TD 

106 

343 

M/5 

2.5D-4D auto 

399 200 

9.1 

240 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

106 

343 


3.0D-4D 

463 600 

8.5 

226 11.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D auto 

476 700 

—9A_ 

248 11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D Epic 

471 000 

8.5 

226 

11.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Epic auto 

484 200 

9.4 

248 

11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

AI4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 

516 200 

8.6 

228 

11.8 4/3.0TD 

^^20_ 

,3^ 


3.0D-4D 4x4 auto 

529 600 

9.8 

_2^ 

12.3 4/3.0TD 

_120_ 

,3^ 


3.0D-4D 4x4 Epic 

523 700 

8.6 

228 

11.8 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Epic auto 

537 000 

9.8 

259 

12.3 4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

4.0 V6 

495 500 

_12.7_ 

303 

9.7 V6/4.0 

-175_ 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 

547 900 

13.0 309 

9.7 V6/4.0 

175 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 Epic 

503 000 

12.7 

303 

9.7 V6/4.0 

175 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 Epic 

555 400 

13.0 

309 

9.7 V6/4.0 

175 

376 

A/5 


UP! 

Take up! 1.0 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

133 500 4.7 108 13.2 3/1.0 55 95 M/5 


140 500 4.7 108 13.2 3/1.0 55 95 M/5 


POLO VIVO 


VERDICT I Breathing new life into old cars - a VW speciality 


2.0 Limited Edition 

376 100 

7.8 181 7.59 b4/2.0 147 205 M/6 

2.0 high 

376 300 

7.8 181 7.35 b4/2.0 147 205 M/6 


I PRIUS 


VERDICT I More green than mean. Ninja with a conscience 


395 300 7.1 164 7.79 b4/2.0 147 205 A/6 


PRIUS 

HSD Exclusive 


PRICE 

430 200 


HILUX 


VERDICT I No longer the outright bakkie king 


I LAND CRUISER 70 series" 


% 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

4.1 94 10.4 4/1.8H 100 142+e C/V 


PRICE 

209 500 


C02 0-100 P/T 

n/a n/a 4/2.0 




KW NM GEAR 
_]£ 0 _^ 82 __M/^ 


VERDICT I When there’s work to be done in the bush 


LANDCRUISER70SERIES PRICE 


"I 

-■ vna 


POLO VIVO 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 









1.4 Conceptline 

143 800 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

148 900 

5.8 

138 

13.5 

4/1.4 

55 

126 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline 

158 600 

6.2 


12.2 

4/1.4 


132 

M/5 

1.4 Trendline auto 

173 900 

6.9 

163 

17.5 

4/1.4 


132 

A/6 

1.6 Comfortline 

171 500 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 GT 

177 200 

6.6 

157 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

Maxx 1.6 

180 900 

6.6 

157 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

sedan 

1.4 Conceptline 

149 800 

6.2 

147 

12.9 

4/1.4 

55 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Blueline 

154 900 

5.8 

138 

13.5 

J/1^ 



_M/^ 

1.4 Trendline 

164 600 

6.2 


J2^ 

_4/l^ 

63 


_M/^ 

1.4 Trendline auto 

179 900 

6.9 



_4/l^ 

63 

J3^ 


1.6 Trendline 

170 100 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline 

177 500 

6.6 

156 

10.6 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 


IPOLO 

1 

m 


VERDICT 1 Locally built hatch brings quality to the masses 

Li: 



POLO 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 

P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

sedan 









1.4 Trendline 

194 600 

5.9 

139 

12.8 

4/1.4 

63 

132 

M/5 

1.4 Comfortline 

210 100 

__5^ 



_4/L4_ 

63 

J3^ 

_M/^ 

1.6 Trendline 

217 700 

6.0 



J/L6^ 




1.6 Comfortline 

231 200 

6.0 

143 

11.1 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

M/5 

1.6 Comfortline auto 

246 200 

6.5 

154 

12.3 

4/1.6 

77 

155 

A/6 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

258 300 




-25_0_ 

M/5 


2.5D-4D 

238 50Q_ 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 4/2.5TD 

75 

200 

M/5 

79 4.2D 

496 300 

n/a nia 18_._Q_674.2D 

96 

28^ 

Mi5 

1.2TSI Trendline 

198 600 

4.9 

117 

10.8 

4/1. 2T 

66 

160 

M/5 

2.5D-4DS 

244 300 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

75 

200 

M/5 

79 4.5D-4D LXV8 

567 800 

11.6 306 n/aV8/4.5TD 

151 

430 

M/5 

1.2TSI Comfortline 

221 100 

4.9 

117 

10.8 

4/1. 2T 

66 

160 

M/5 

2.5D-4DSRX 

291 800 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

double cab 






1.2TSI Highline 

241 500 

5.1 

120 

9.9 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

M/6 

2.5D-4D4X4SRX 

349 000 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2. 5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

79 4.0 V6 

527 5_00 

13.6 320 12._6 V6i4.Q_ 

.170. 

^o_ 


1.2TSI Highline auto 

256 500 

5.1 

122 

9.3 

4/1. 2T 

81 

175 

D/7 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

306 200 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/2.7 

118 

241 

M/5 

79 4.2D 

_55a3Q0 

13.0 343 20.08 6/4.2D 




1.2TDI BlueMotion 

233 500 

3.4 

89 

13.9 3/1.2TD 

55 

180 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

352 000 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

79 4.5D-4D LXV8 

621 300 

11.6 306 n/aV8/4.5TD 151 

430 

M/5 

GTI 

315 100 

5.9 

139 

6.9 

4/1.4ST 

132 

250 

D/7 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 409 200 

n/a 

n/a 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

wagon / station wagon 






CrossPolo 









Xtra Cab 









78 4.2D wagon 

540 500 

11.9 314 18.0 6/4.2D 

96 

285 

M/5 

1.2TSI 

2495m 



-H. 


81 

1^ 

MI6 


2.5D-4DSRX 


304 700 n/a n/a n/a 4/2.5TD 75 260 M/5 


3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 381600 n/a n/a n/a 4/3.0TD 120 343 M/5 


76 4. 2D Station wagon 


565 900 11.6 306 18.0 6/4.2D 96 285 M/5 


76 4.5D-4D LX V8 station wagon635 400 11.6 306 n/a V8/4.5TD 151 430 M/5 


o.ui_/-‘-n-/ ‘-i-AH^ rvaiuci i_cljcmu ‘-toe? uuw ii/a iiia. i i/a ‘-t/o.w i i_/ ±£.\j o'-to ivi/u r 

double cab 

2.7 Raider Legend 45 

385 500 

10.8 

257 

n/a 

4/2.7 

118 

241 

M/5 1 

2.5D-4D4X4SRX 

406 900 

8.7 

229 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

75 

260 

M/5 

2.5D-4D Raider Legend 45 

420 100 

8.0 

211 

n/a 

4/2.5TD 

106 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legend 45 

447 100 

8.6 

226 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D Raider Legnd 45 auto 

461 000 

9.7 

257 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Raider Legend 45 505 400 

8.6 

226 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

M/5 

3.0D-4D 4x4 Rdr Lgnd 45 auto 

519 500 

9.7 

257 

n/a 

4/3.0TD 

120 

343 

A/4 ' 

4.0 V6 Raider Legend 45 

460 200 

12.0 

286 

n/a 

V6/4.0 

175 

376 

A/5 

4.0 V6 4x4 Raider Legend 45 

544 600 

12.0 

286 

n/a 

V6/4.0 

175 

376 

A/5 


FJ CRUISER 


VERDICT I Does the original proud 


CADDY 


VERDICT I A practical wagon for ALL the folks 


CADDY 

1.6 Trendline 




PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

300 400 8.2 195 13.7 4/1.6 75 148 M/5 


FJ CRUISER 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


2.0TDI Trendline 


-319-5QQ 5.7 149 12.4 4/ 2.0TD 81 260 M/5- 


FJ Sport Cruiser 531400 11.4 267 7.6 V6/4.0 

200 380 A/5 

2.0TDI 

340 600 5.7 149 12.4 4/2.0TD 81 250 M/5 


1 LAND CRUISER PRADO ■ 


2.0TDI Trendline 

337 500 5.8 152 12.8 4/2.0TD 81 250 M/5 

1 VERDICT 1 Nothing to deter the off-road faithful. A great buy 1 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

365 300 6.3 166 10.9 4/2.0TD 103 320 D/6 


LAND CRUISER PRADO PRICE L/lOO C 02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 


3.0DTTX 

_677 90i) 

8.5 

224 11.7 4/3.0TD 

120 

400 

A/5 

4.0 VX 

768 900 

11.3 

266 9.2 V6/4.0 

202 

381 

A/5 

3.0DT VX 

773 300 

8.5 

224 12.04 4/3.0TD 

120 

400 

A/5 


VERDICT I Quality from the top-drawer 


JETTA 

1.2TSI Trendline 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

259 900 5.7 134 10.9 4/1.2T 77 175 M/6 


1.4TSI Trendline 


277 400 6.2 144 9.8 4/1.4T 90 200 M/6 


As 


As 


A-7 






















141 


BUYERS GUIDE 

GBU 


1.4TSI Comfortline 

292 400 

__6j^ 

144 9.8 4/1.4T 

_90_ 

_^00_ 

_M/^ 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

aos 4D_Q_ 

_6._Q_ 

138 9,8 4/1.4T 

_go_ 

200 

D/7 

1.6TDI Comfortline 

307 700 

4.5 

119 11.29 4/1.6TD 

-77_ 

250 

M/5 

1.6TDI Comfortline auto 

323 700 

4.7 

123 11.7 4/1.6TD 

77 

250 

D/7 

1.4TSI Highline 

335 600 

6.0 

139 8.3 4/1.4ST 

118 

240 

D/7 

2.0TDI Highline 

360 900 

5.3 

138 9.5 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 


VERDICT 1 Drives like Golf, looks like Beetle. Buy a Scirocco 1 


BEETLE 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

1.2TSI Design 

278 100 

5.9 

137 10.84 4/1.2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

1.4TSI Sport 

344 400 

6.6 

153 8.3 4/1.4ST 

118 

240 

M/6 

1.4TSI Sport auto 

359 400 

6.2 

143 8.3 4/1.4ST 

118 

240 

D/7 


VERDICT I Stratospheric refinement in a subtly evolved shell 


GOLF 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 

GEAR 

hatch 








1.2TSI Trendline 

270 200 


_11^LQ.2 4/1.2T 

-7_7_ 

-175_ 

M/6 

1.4TSI Trendline 

285 600 

_5.^- 

123 

9.3 4/1.4T 

_90_ 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

306 200 

5.2 

123 

9.13 4/1.4T 

90 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

^21200_ 


_219_ 

9.3 4/1.4T 

_90_ 

_200_ 

D/7 

2.0TDI Comfortline 

^325400_ 


_120_ 

10.5 4/2.0TD 

-iL. 

.2^ 

_M/^ 

1.4TSI Highline 

333 000 

5.3 

121 

8.4 4/1.4ST 

103 

250 

M/6 

2.0TDI Highline 

377 900 

4.5 

119 

8.6 4/2.0TD 

no 

320 

D/6 

GTI 

^07800_ 


.139_ 

6.5 4/2.0T 


,3^ 


GTI auto 

422 800 

—6A_ 

-148_ 

6.5 4/2.0T 

162 

350 

D/6 

R 

501 100 

_71_ 

165 

5.0 4/2.0T 

206 380 

M/6 

R auto 

516 100 

6.9 

159 

5.26 4/2.0T 

206 

380 

D/6 

cabriolet 

1.4TSI Comfortline 

340 500 

_6._4_ 

149 10.5 4/1.4T 

_20_ 

200 

M/6 

1.4TSI Comfortline auto 

355 500 

_a3- 

■a4-L_lTL5_4il.4T_ 

_90_ 

200 

D/7 

1.4TSI Highline 

403 700 

6.3 

148 

9.08 4/1.4ST 

118 

240 

D/7 

GTI 

403 700 

7.7 

180 

7.3 4/2.0T 

155 

280 

D/6 


km:hm 

VERDICT 1 The Golf for minivan-lovers 


■ 


TOURAN 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.2TSI Trendline 

300 400 

6.4 

149 

11.9 4/1. 2T 

77 

175 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 

^25000_ 



12.1 4/2.0TD 

81 

_2^ 

_M/^ 

2.0TDI Trendline auto 

340 000 

— 5_.7L_ 

149 

12,1 4Z2_._0TD 

_8^ 

250 

D/6 

1.4TSI Highline 

346 100 

6.8 

159 

9.5 4/1.4ST 

103 

220 

M/6 


1 AMAROK ^ 

1 



VERDICT 1 Brilliant debut one-tonner 




AMAROK 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

2.0TDI 

274 700 

7.6 

19_9 ia.2 4Z2_._0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI 4Motion 

328 700 

— L7_ 

203 13.4 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 

352 900 

7.6 

199 

13.2 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

^02900_ 


_20^ 

13.4 4/2.0TD 

_103_ 

_3^ 


2.0BiTDI Trendline 4Motion 

430 100 

8.0 

211 

10.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

double cab 

2.0TDI Trendline 

420 100 

7.6 

199 

13.5 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI Trendline 4Motion 

^71100_ 


_20^ 

13.7 4/2.0TD 

_10^ 

_3^ 


2.0BiTDI Highline 

450 200 

7.9 

208 

10.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Highline auto 

467 700 

8.2 

216 

10.6 4/2.0TD 

132 

420 

A/8 

2.0BiTDI Highline 4Motion 

501 200 

8.0 

211 

11.7 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI Highline 4Motion auto 518 700 

8.3 

219 

10.9 4/2.0TD 

132 

420 

A/8 


1 TRANSPORTER 





i . 

It- 

VERDICT 1 ... surely the coolest double cab ever 



7LJ 

TRANSPORTER 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KW 

NM 


GEAR 2.0TDI 75kW 

285 200 

7.6 

198 15.2 4/2.0TD 

-75_ 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI 103kVV 

326 100 

7.8 

198 

12.4 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI 103kVV auto 

343 600 

8.2 

217 

12.3 4/2.0TD 

103 

340 

D/7 

double cab 

2.0TDI 

314 600 

7.6 

198 

15.9 4/2.0TD 

75 

250 

M/5 

2.0BiTDI 

371 800 

7.8 

206 

10.3 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

408 700 

8.4 

222 

10.7 4/2.0TD 

132 

400 

M/6 


PASSAT 


VERDICT I Criminally overlooked by buyers 


VOLVO 


V40 


PASSAT 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1 VERDICT 1 Convincingly plugs a gaping hole in Volvo’s line-up 


1.8TSI Comfortline 

368 000 

_49_ 

160 8.5 4/1.8T 


_2g2. 

_M/^ 

V40 

PRICE 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

1.8TSI Comfortline auto 

383 000 

7.0 

162 8.47 4/1.8T 

Jl§. 

250 

D/7 

V40 




2.0TDI Comfortline 

J_86 700 

-^-.7_ 

147 9,9 4/2,0TD 

103 

320 

M/6 

T3 Essential 

310 400 

5.4 125 8.8 4/1.6T 

110 270 M/6 

2.0TDI Comfortline auto 

401 700 

5.2 

168 9.9 4/2.0TD 

103 

320 

D/6 

D2 Essential 

315 700 

3.6 94 11.9 4/1.6TD 

84 270 M/6 


SCIROCCO 


VERDICT I A GTI in fresh party garb 


SCIROCCO 

1.4TSI Highline 

PRICE 

355 200 

L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

6.6 154 8.0 4/1.4ST 

KWNM GEAR 

118 240 M/6 

2.0TSI Sportline 

419 100 

7.5 

174 

6.9 

4/2.0T 

155 280 D/6 

R 

489 300 

8.0 

187 

5.8 

4/2.0T 

188 350 D/6 


1 TIGUAN 







1 VERDICT 1 A hot segment just got hotter 





TIGUAN 

1.4TSI 90kVV Trend&Fun 


PRICE 

332 400 


L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T 

6.5 152 10.9 4/1.4T 


KWNM GEAR 

90 200 M/6 


1.4TSI llSkW Trend&Fun 364 500 

1.4TSI llSkW Trend&Fun auto 379 500 

1.4TSI 4Motion Trend&Fun 376 500 

2.0TDI Trend&Fun ^^^5^20_ 


7.1 164 9.3 4/1.4ST 118 240 D/6 

5.3 139 11.9 4/2.0TD 81 280 M/6 


2.0TDI 4Motion Trend&Fun 

2.0TDI 4Motion Track&Field 

2.0TDI 4Motion Sport&Style 


6.5 172 10.7 4/2.0TD 103 320 D/7 

447 500 6.5 172 10.7 4/2.0TD 103 320 D/7 

461 000 6.5 172 10.7 4/2.0TD 103 320 D/7 


2.0TSI 4Motion Sport&Style 483 000 8.8 205 7.61 4/2.0T 155 280 D/7 


VERDICT I Merc CIS on the cheap 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KWNM GEAR 

411400 7.1 165 8.5 4/1.8T 118 250 D/7 


455 900 5.2 137 8.4 4/2.0TD 130 380 D/6 


7.8 182 7.3 4/2.0T 155 280 D/6 


3.6 V6 4Motion 


^_535^00__93_^15_^j5_^6/3j^^^20^J50_D^ 


KOMBI / CARAVELLE /CALIFORNIAE 


VERDICT I The way we used to holiday 


KOMBI/CARAVELLE/CALIFORNIA BEACH PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NMGEAR 

Kombl 







2.0TDI 75kW SWB 

459 100 

7.2 

190 

17.9 4/2.0TD 75 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI 75kW LWB 

467 100 

7.2 

190 

17.9 4/2.0TD 75 

250 

M/5 

2.0TDI 103kW SWB Trendline 

^86^00_ 

_ao_ 

_2^ 

14.7 4/2.0TD 103 


_D/^ 

2.0TDI 103kW SWB 

532 000 



14.2 4/2.0TD 103 



2.0TDI 103kW SWB Comfortline 549 500 

8.0 

_2^ 

14.7 4/2.0TD 103 

_3^ 


2.0TDI 103kW LWB 

540 000 

7.5 

198 

14.2 4/2.0TD 103 

340 

M/6 

2.0TDI 103kW LWB auto 

557 500 

8.0 

211 

14.7 4/2.0TD 103 

340 

D/7 

Caravelle 

2.0BiTDI 

^^55^00_ 


206 

11.4 4/2.0TD 132 

_^00_ 

_M/^ 

2.0BiTDI auto 

673 900 

8.1 

214 

11.3 4/2.0TD 132 

400 

D/7 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

706 400 

8 8 

233 

12.1 4/2.0TD 132 

400 

D/7 

California Beach 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion 

679 300 

8.4 

221 

11.4 4/2.0TD 132 

400 

M/6 

2.0BiTDI 4Motion auto 

697 800 

8 8 

233 

12.1 4/2.0TD 132 

400 

D/7 


TOUAREG 1 






VERDICT 1 More Style, and better spec makes for great value 

MLm 

m 

TOUAREG 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T KW 

NM GEAR 

V6 Elegance 

709 100 

10.9 

259 

7.8 V6/3.6 206 

360 

A/8 

V6 TDI Luxury 

796 500 

7.2 

189 

7.8 V6/3.0TD 180 

550 

A/8 

V6 TDI Escape 

822 100 

7.3 

193 

7.8 V6/3.0TD 180 

550 

A/8 


V8 TDI Executive 


990 600 9.1 239 6.04V8/4.2TD 250 800 A/8 


355 400 5.5 129 7.7 4/1.6T 132 270 M/6 


373 300 6.2 144 8.5 4/1.6T 132 270 D/6 




-^^0^0 3.5 106 7.2 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/6 


421200 5.9 137 6.3 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 


V40 Cross Country 


5.5 129 7.7 4/1.6T 132 270 M/6 


T4 Essential auto 


D3 Excel 

401 100 

5.2 

137 

9.3 

5/2.0TD 

no 

350 

A/6 

D4 Excel 

422 000 

4.3 

112 

7.5 

4/2.0TD 

140 

400 

A/8 

T5 AWD Excel 

456 500 

6.4 

149 

6.1 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 



1 


VERDICT 1 Takes Volvo up another gear 


S60 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

T3 Essential 

356 400 

5.5 

129 

9.4 

4/1.6T 

no 

240 

M/6 

T3 Excel 

390 700 

6.8 

159 

10.2 

4/1.6T 

no 

240 

D/6 

T4 Excel 

396 100 

5.8 


8.3 

_£L6^ 

_13^ 

_2^ 


T4 Excel auto 

417 000 

6.8 

_1^ 

9.0 

_^lj^ 


_2^ 

_D/^ 

D4 Excel 

445 800 

4.2 

109 

7.4 

4/2.0TD 

133 

400 

A/8 

T5 Excel 

477 300 

6.0 

,139_ 

6.3 

4/2.0T 

_^80_ 



D5 Elite 

511 500 

^.9 

154 

7.6 5/2.4TD 

158 

440 

A/6 

T6 Elite 

_53i9m_ 

6.4 

149 


4/2.0T 

225 

400 

A/8 

T6AWD R- Design 

582 800 

9.9 

231 

5.7 

6/3.0T 

242 

480 

A/6 



|V60 

1*^ 



















V60 

PRICE 

L/lOO 

C02 0-100 P/T 

KWNM GEAR 

T3 Excel 

407 500 

7.2 

167 10.4 

4/1.6T 

no 

240 

D/6 

D4 Excel 


4.3 


7.6 4/2.0TD 

133 

400 

A/8 

T5 Excel 

489 800 

6.2 

144 

6.4 

4/2.0T 

180 

350 

A/8 

D5 Elite 

524 200 


^162_ 


5/2ATD_ 


_4^ 


T6 Elite 

551 800 

_6^ 


6.0 

^J/ZOI^ 

_22^ 

_400_ 

A/8 

T6 AWD R-Design 

595 100 

10.2 

237 

5.8 

6/3.0T 

242 

480 

A/6 


VERDICT I Mixes it with the segment’s best 


XC60 

D4 Essential 


PRICE L/lOO C 02 0-100 P/T KWNM GEAR 

538 300 4.7 124 8.81 4/2.0TD 133 400 A/8 


539 200 6.7 157 7.2 4/2.0T 180 350 A/8 


D5 AWD Excel 


608 300 6.4 169 8.3 5/2.4TD 158 440 A/6 


T6 Excel 

614 100 

7.3 169 6.9 4/2.0T 225 400 A/8 

T6 AWD R-Design 

689 400 

10.7 249 6.6 6/3.0T 242 480 A/6 


XC70 


VERDICT I Brilliant crossover estate back by popular demand 


XC70 

D5 AWD Elite 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

498 500 6.4 169 8.3 5/2.4TD 158 440 A/6 


VERDICT I Should be great, but no-one’s driven it yet 


PRICE L/lOO C02 0-100 P/T KW NM GEAR 

792 000* 4.9 129 n/a 4/2.0TD 140 400 A/8 


5.3 141 7.8 4/2.0TD 165 470 A/8 


7.2 164 n/a 4/2.0T 187 350 A/8 




993100* 2.5 64 6.4 4/2.0Te 294e 640e A/8 


Discover offers on your 
Audi model of choice. 

Visit audi.co.za/offers for more. 


Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik ^ 
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JVoJ 


up to 


Our pQifarm^ncQ systems qiq always at th'^ 
cuuing edge of qualfty, form & function. 

The new PdVtBTBoit & PsdSlBOK are supplied 
as complete systems with vehide spedfic 
software and OEM quality adapter looms. 

Deta I led, 1 1 1 ustrated i nstruclions are 
provided to assist with the simple, 

ORDER NOW I 

L 





PmefBox Fe^aSBox OfiSH t&HBlti 

Phor»e 082 379 6141 063 298 8544 

Mjill inl'o$>dl«seltorque.cQ.7a 
Web WWW.dNeiehOittlie.CO.£a 
Web www,pedal box,c:o.za 


up to 


more 

less 


Get the latest technology 

> Surface mounted Keypad > Lifetime Warranty 

> 01 1 ra-H igh-Speed-Pro cesso r > % imple PI ug- in inst al iat ion 

> Multi- Map-Technology > Made in Germany 


FowerBoK 

Turbo Diesel 
Turbo Petrol 
Petrol 


from R1 995 
frorn R3995 
from R2995 
Cats, 

Diesel S( Petrol from R2250 


PowerBQX 

Turbo Diesel 

PowerBax 

Turbo Diesel 

IS. 


\S 

from R4995 

from R4995 



\mNCYJi 


Special Lubricants and Allied Chemical Products 


S sPANJaiM 


Security you cannot 
afford to be without 


Tel: 

E-mail: 

Website: 


+27 (0)860 772 652 
sales@spanjaard.biz 
www.spanjaard.biz 




Certified as an ISO 9001 
manufacturer by the SABS 


■ Visit 

topcar.co.za 


Hama Flr^Dilwes Hews HaadTgsts Matwsport Gaileries Tech & Gear Videos Suyer's Guide OorrpatiUOns 




Explore TopCar s 
exciting new 
aectbns. Compare 
prices and specs in 
the Buyer's Guide 

c 

Amazing videos 
and image 
galleries from 
around the world 


M-ADORNED BMW IVt4 DOES BIG SKlDS^- 


Buyer’s Guide 


Access TopCar’s 
comprehensive 
road test database, 
including exclusive 
tests to topcar.co.za 



Subscribe to TopCar magazine's print or digital 
editions, save on your subcription fee and score 
with our cool subscriber only deals 

TOPCAR NEWSLETTER 



B ubNa BM 



Sign up to receive 
TopCar's weekly 
newsletter - now 
redesigned for 
better viewing on 
your cellphone and 
tablet 


BUYER'SGUIDE 








BUYER'SGUIDE 


topcar 




BOSCH 


www.inikemsuspensions.co.za 
1 37 Eloff Street extension, Johannesburg 
Tel: 01 1493 5181 
Tel: 087 808 9759 
Cell: 082 656 4473 

E-mai I: sa les@m i kemsuspensi ons.co.za 


SACHS 


CGTV Systems 



Vkw your home on your SfTwtpfione from anywhere in 1h« vvorld. 

info(S>ccliMiirect.co.za 

www.cctv-direct.co.za 


Get the show on 
the road by 
advertising in the 
next issue of 

topcar 


Lizel Pauw 
082 8768189 

Jeanine Kruger 

082 342 2299 

Sharlene Smith 

083 583 1604 

Karien Steenkamp 
082 920 8075 

Nick Fitzeil 
071 4306311 




Your Prescription 

• VCDS Pro Kit for VW Audi SEAT B. Skoda 

• GS-91 1 for BMW Motorcycles 

• Bavarian Technic for BMW 

• Durametfic Porsche 


Diagnostic Software for German Automobites & Motorcycles. Phone 027 650 0660 



PCUT Vinyl Cutter T-Shirt Heat Press 

Inci . Software & Sta nd 38x38cm R3500 inci. 


330rfiiTl R5500 incivat 
630iiim R8000 in Cl vat 
1260nini R12500 incI vat 

Make Vehicle Signage 
SandBiasl Glass & 
Tombstones & Letters 
For Sportsware. Also 
Draw Plans & Templates 


40x60cm R5000''’<=i^ 

Put Pictures onto 
T-Shirts, Pillowcases, Flai? 
Tiles, Satin Ribbons etc 



print mugs 
waterboffles 

Cao Press EMS-ELess {SygJPusg 

R3l}00i"clv.,R3000i"o.v« R 32 ( 10 <nci™i 



Conei 


fJO^ncIval I R8500 Combo. 

teflutarmugsl Pcut 330 + HeatPress 3dx38€m = Soccer Kits 


www.vinylcutters.co.za 0313016230'^Deiilvenr 


BUYER'SGUIDE 
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>Car Accessories 2015 

Leave nothing behind. We understand that pursuing an active lifestyle with friends and family can take 
a lot of gear. That’s why we've put a lot of thought and energy into developing safe, easy-to-use and 
stylish carriers and racks that let you take what you want and do what you want. We don't believe in 
compromise, and neither should you. 



Titan 

Glossy Black 



Wingbar Edge Roof Racks 


product 
design award 


2013 ■ 



Trail Roof Basket 




Euroway G2 Bicycle Carrier 


Visit thule.com website for more information 


Buyer’s Guide 


Dealer Locator 


Bring your life 

thule.com 




UGLIEST CARS BY PININFARINA 

Even the company behind the world’s 
most beautiful cars can have an off 

day Or 10. By Chris Chilton 



1 I ROLLS-ROYCE 
CARMARGUE 

Actually rather cool these days in 
a kitsch kinda way, but generally 
regarded as one of the least 
appealing RRs of all time. This 
Italian-styled Rolls was the 
world’s most expensive car when 
new, but the Mulliner-built bodies 
contained nothing more than 
Corniche oily bits and reminded 
too many people of Lady 
Penelope’s FAB1 Thunderbirds 
limo (minus two wheels). 

2 I FERRARI 330 GT 2+2 

Maranello’s bruising mid-’60s 
coupe had real presence, and 
was the car Enzo drove - if he 
wasn’t punting his beloved 
Peugeot 404. But not everyone 
liked the Fu Manchu quad 
headlights, so they were dropped 
for a pair of singles in the 1 965 
redesign. 

3 I FERRARI 612 

The inspiration was sound: the 
gorgeous 375MM Pininfarina 
bodied for film star Ingrid 
Bergman at the request of her 
director husband Roberto 
Rosselini in 1 953. But the 2004 
reality was too big between the 
(too-small) wheels, ending up 
more O’Donnell than Bergman. 

4 I MITSUBISHI COLT CZC 

Hiding a coupe-cabrio’s bulky 
folding hardtop paraphernalia 
under a flush cover is a tough 
gig for any designer, but calling 
the roof-up view of the CZC a 
dog’s dinner would be a slur on 
half-eaten, saliva-lined bowls of 
Eukanuba Premium canine chow 
everywhere. 

5 I FORD FOCUS CC 

The mind boggles at exactly how 
much of a balls-up Ford thought 
its own designers would make of 
the Focus CC given the train 
wreck Pininfarina’s team invoiced 
Henry for. The rival Eos, a fine 
job by Volkswagen’s in-house 



team, showed both how - if it 
must be done at all - it should 
be done. 

6 I DAEWOO TACUMA 

The Matrix shouldn’t have been 
that much of a shock; Pininfarina 
already had form for dodgy 
Korean MPV window lines. The 
Tacuma’s inexplicably upwardly 
curved side glass endows the 
design with all the energy of a 
dead battery. 

7 I HYUNDAI MATRIX 

Bizarre two-height side window 
line gave Hyundai’s mini-MPV 
the look of a cut ’n’ shut 
composed of two entirely 
different vehicles, both drawn on 
an Etch-a-Sketch. Unlike most 
early noughties Korean tin, this 




one at least looked distinctive. 
But then so did the elephant 
man. 

8 I PEUGEOT 1007 

Clearly referencing the style and 
aspirational appeal of the iconic 
pale blue Invacar three-wheeled 
disability scooters that had 
recently been withdrawn, 

Peugeot and Pininfarina pulled 
out all the stops to make us 
wonder if this same duo really 
did turn out the sensational 1 06, 
205 and 306. 

9 LANCIA GAMMA BERLINA 

How did Pinfinfarina get the 
pretty Gamma coupe so right and 
the Berlina saloon so wrong? 
Monolithic front brow looks 
positively Eastern Bloc and that 



rear end (it’s actually not a hatch, 
despite appearances) seemed to 
still be wearing some kind of 
prototype disguise. Pininfarina 
redressed the balance by turning 
the reasonable Kappa saloon 
into the revolting Coupe 20 
years later. 

10 I AUSTIN 1800 

Pininfarina had done a fine job 
on BMC’s big Mini, the 
1 100/1300, but a humungous 
Mini? The 1 800’s matronly 
proportions foisted on Pininfarina 
by BMC’s bosses earned it the 
nickname Landcrab. The 
stunning Pininfarina 1800 
concept revealed three years 
later using the same floorpan 
showed how it could have looked 
without BMC’s meddling. Sigh... 
seconds, d 
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Breakfast Run with Infiniti 


Join the TopCar team on their 2015 Breakfast Runs where we invite you to take Infiniti’S Q50 on some of southern Africa’s 
most scenic roads. That’s right! Infiniti is giving the first 10 lucky TopCar subscribers the chance to test drive the all-new Q50 and join 
the team for breakfast. Go to topcar.co.za/competitions and complete the entry form to claim one of 10 seats in the Infiniti 

Q50 luxury sedans. See below for terms and conditions. 


Breakfast Run dates and rendezvous points* 

14 March 

Infiniti Centre Cape Town 
Harbour’s Edge, 2 Hospital Street, Greenpoint 




16 May 

Infiniti Centre Hatfield 
1290 Pretorius Street, Hatfield, Pretoria 


TERMS & CONDITIONS: 


You must be a new or current TopCar subscriber to enter. ^ 

TopCar reserves the right to select participants at its discretion. 

TopCar also reserves the right to withhold participation to any selected party at its discretion. 

Selected participants will be notified 10 days prior to the event. 

Dates and other details are subject to change without any prior communication. I IM 

Participants must be older than 18 and in possession of a valid South African driver’s licence. 

Participants are allowed to bring one partner and will only be allowed to enter the Breakfast Run in the region in which they reside. 

A buffet breakfast will be provided. All other costs, whether expressed or implied, including transport to and from the Breakfast Run meeting po 
and speeding fines, including fines incurred on the Breakfast Run, are for the participant’s account. 

Participants will have to sign an indemnity form before the start of the Breakfast Run and must obey all traffic rules on the Breakfast Run itself. 


11 April 

Infiniti Centre Cape Town 
Harbour’s Edge, 2 Hospital Street, Greenpoint 






^Investec 


THE DISAPPEARING RHINO. 
IT’S A VIRTUAL REALITY. 


South Africa is losing rhino on a daily basis through poaching. It’s the most 
significant conservation issue faced by the country and time is running out. 

At Investec, we couldn’t just sit back and see this unique animal vanish off the face of the earth. 

In 2012, we set up Investec Rhino Lifeline which aims to raise awareness of the rhino crisis and 
respond through education, rescue and prevention initiatives. We’re working with a number of trusted 
partners to make a difference, and we can do more with your support. Find out how you can help 
give the rhino a lifeline at investecrhinolifeline.com. 

You can also donate directly to Rhino Lifeline: 


Account name: The Wilderness Foundation Trust | Bank: Investec Bank Limited | 

Branch name: 1 00 Grayston Drive | Branch code: 5801 05 | Account number: 1 001 1 64231 3 | 

Please remember to include your reference based on the area of focus 
you are donating to (Rescue, Education, Prevention). 



